




Lovelace & Associates 
Service will be selecting 
five High School students 
for the Lovelace Scholar-
ship Award. If chosen, 
each student will be pre-
sented with a $500 check 
that can be used for their 
personal and educational 
needs. 
 
About Ms. Lovelace 
Saleema Lovelace is the 
founder and CEO of 
Lovelace & Associates 
Service LLC which was 
founded after becoming a 
Public Notary and work-

ing in many notable are-
nas. Her skills extend into 
political campaigns as 
well as youth advocacy 
through the Philadelphia 
District Attorney’s Youth 
Aid Panel and serving as 
Chair of the PA Women 
Now Youth Committee in 
Philadelphia. Miss Love-
lace is currently a licensed 
funeral intern at Jackmon 
Funeral Home and is pur-
suing her Funeral Director 
license at Mercer Commu-
nity College. Miss Love-
lace is also apart of the 
Sigma Phi Sigma funeral 

service club as well as the 
Quaker State Funeral Di-
rectors Association. Addi-
tionally, Miss Lovelace 
operates SRL Manage-
ment Company where she 
specializes in affordable 
homes and resources for 
returning citizens. Salee-
ma is the mother of three 
beautiful children and is a 
natural born connector. 
You want someone like 
her who is plugged into 
the heart of Philadelphia 
advocating on your behalf. 
She is committed to put-
ting her clients first with a 

high-quality degree of ser-
vice that provides action 
and reserve. Miss Love-
lace graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Correctional Sup-
port from the University 
of Phoenix and has an As-
sociate degree in Human 
Services. Inspiration for 
the Scholarship. 
 
Saleema's son Kaleem 
Lovelace was introduced 
to the Individualized Edu-
cation Program in the sec-
ond grade. Not allowing 
the IEP label to define 
him, Saleema sought pro-
fessional help immediate-
ly from a tutor instead of 
seeking more invasive 
methods. Currently 
Kaleem has graduated 
high school and attends 
college with a 3.5. GPA. 
Kaleem is also working as 
a Mental Health Specialist 
at Gemma Services as 
well as furthering his en-
trepreneurial pursuits. 
While his journey came 
with its own unique chal-
lenges, he didn’t give up 
and this is what inspired 
Saleema to start the Love-
lace Scholarship. Goal of 
the Lovelace Scholarship. 
 
The goal of the Lovelace 
Scholarship is to inspire 
students and their families 
to keep striving, define 
their own success, and 
know that they are sup-
ported! Saleema would 
like this $500 scholarship 
to be used to help students 
with educational expenses 
like books, tuition, room 
and board, meals, or any-
thing that would help the 

recipients continue their 
life’s journey. 





By James Williams 
 
Before the internet made 
everyone famous and be-
fore rap went viral, there 
was Back 2 Basics Real 
Raps TV — Philadel-
phia’s underground mi-
crophone, lens, and time 
capsule. Founded in 1997 
by Jason “EzJase” Childs, 
the show was raw, au-
thentic, and ahead of its 
time. 
 
It started on local public 
access television. EzJase, 
armed with a camera and 
love for the culture, docu-
mented Philly hip-hop in 
its purest form. Freestyles 
on the corner. Studio ses-
sions in the basement. 
Interviews with future 
stars. The footage was 

unfiltered and legendary. 
 
In 1999, EzJase was 
joined by Eric Allen, a 
respected figure in Phila-
delphia’s entertainment, 
nightlife, and media sce-
ne. Allen brought profes-
sionalism, production ex-
perience, and deep com-
munity connections. With 
his influence, Back 2 Ba-
sics expanded its reach, 
refined its format, and 
launched into the DVD 
era — a move that would 
cement the show as a 
street-certified institution. 
 
Through the early 2000s, 
Back 2 Basics became 
known for exclusive con-
tent and high-profile in-
terviews with artists like 
Freeway, Beanie Sigel, 

and Juelz Santana. The 
DVDs were sold in bar-
bershops, corner stores, 
music shops, and at live 
events. These weren’t just 
recordings — they were a 
visual archive of Philly’s 
rap history. 
 
The series released its 
final DVD in 2007. It has 
not been revived. But its 
legacy lives on — not just 
in footage, but in the cul-
ture it documented and 
the artists it elevated. 
 
Back 2 Basics Real Raps 
TV was never about go-
ing mainstream. It was 
about telling our story, 
our way. And even 
though the cameras 
stopped rolling, the mes-
sage never did. 
 
Timeline 
 
1997 – Show launches on 
public access TV 
1999 – Eric Allen joins 
the production team 
2000–2007 – DVD era 
expands reach across 
Philly 
2007 – Final DVD re-
leased, series officially 
ends 
 
 
Key Figures 
 
Jason “EzJase” Childs – 
Founder, Host, Visionary 
Eric Allen – Co-Creator, 
Producer, Cultural Con-
nector 
Featured Artists – Free-
way, Beanie Sigel, Juelz 
Santana, and more. 
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By James Williams 
 
Night driving across 
Pennsylvania is getting 
more dangerous. The big-
gest hazard isn’t potholes 
or wildlife—it’s the blind-
ing LED and HID head-

lights on cars and trucks, 
especially when high 
beams are misused. 
 
Glare is cited in 17% of 
PA crashes—over 18,000 
accidents per year. Dozens 
of lives are lost, yet cars 

with misaligned or illegal-
ly retrofitted lights contin-
ue to pass inspection. 
 
For people with astigma-
tism or light sensitivity, 
the effects are cruel. Ha-
los, flares, and vision dis-
tortion make nighttime 
driving unbearable. Many, 
including the author, now 
avoid driving at night alto-
gether. 
 
Pennsylvania has the pow-
er to act: 
 
Require headlight aim and 
glare checks during in-
spection 
 
Ban non-DOT-approved 
aftermarket LED/HID kits 
 
Limit maximum bright-
ness and blue light emis-
sion 
 
Approve adaptive high-

beam systems that auto-
dim 
 
Launch a PennDOT 
awareness campaign on 
proper use 
 
 
Until action is taken, our 
roads remain unsafe—
especially for older adults, 
cyclists, and people with 
eye conditions. 
 
Call your legislator. De-
mand a Headlight Safety 
and Visibility Act. 
Share your story using: 
#FixTheLightsPA 
#DriveSafePA 
#GlareKills 
 
No one should have to 
choose between safety and 
blindness behind the 
wheel. 















By James Williams 
 
In the crowded hall of Philadel-
phia’s civic heroes, names like 
Rizzo, Green, and Dilworth 
echo through buildings, boule-
vards, and bronze plaques. But 
there’s one mayor whose name 
remains conspicuously absent 
from the city’s public land-
scape—Joseph Watson, Phila-
delphia’s 57th mayor. His omis-
sion isn’t just a civic oversight; 
it’s a moral failure in how we 
remember those who used 
their power to protect the 
powerless. 
 
From 1824 to 1828, Watson led 
the city during a dark chapter 
in American history when free 
Black children and adults were 
being kidnapped from North-
ern cities and sold into slavery 
in the Deep South. Philadelph-
ia, despite its reputation as a 
progressive city, was not im-

mune to these horrors. But 
while most officials ignored the 
injustice, Watson acted. 
 
In 1826, after learning that 
several Black children had been 
abducted from Philadelphia 
and sold in Mississippi and Ala-
bama, Watson authorized and 
financed rescue missions to the 
South. He dispatched High Con-
stable Samuel Garrigues with 
court affidavits and legal docu-
ments, determined to bring the 
children home. Over the course 
of his term, at least ten chil-
dren were rescued from slav-
ery and returned to freedom. 
 
Watson spent more than 
$2,500 of the city’s budget—an 
extraordinary sum at the 
time—on these missions. Ad-
justed for inflation, that’s the 
equivalent of more than 
$80,000 today, underscoring 
the seriousness of his commit-

ment. He didn’t hesitate to use 
public funds for justice. 
 
He also pursued and helped 
convict key kidnappers, includ-
ing John Purnell, also known as 
“John Smith.” Purnell was a 
light-skinned Black or mixed-
race man used as a decoy by 
the infamous Cannon–Johnson 
Gang. He would lure unsus-
pecting Black children with 
false promises of jobs or er-
rands, only to deliver them into 
the hands of traffickers. These 
children were then tied, 
gagged, and transported to 
holding cells or ships bound for 
slavery in the Deep South. 
Thanks to Watson’s persistence 
and Garrigues’ investigative 
work, Purnell was arrested, 
tried in Philadelphia, and sen-
tenced to 42 years in prison—a 
rare legal victory in an era 
where kidnappers often walked 
free. 

 
Watson also worked closely 
with abolitionist groups like the 
Pennsylvania Abolition Society 
to fight for legal recognition of 
the victims’ freedom. His 
efforts helped secure one of 
the earliest known legal victo-
ries against the “Reverse Un-
derground Railroad.” 
 
Despite these acts of justice, no 
public school, street, park, or 
building in Philadelphia bears 
Joseph Watson’s name. 
 
That silence is deafening. Wat-
son, a white mayor who risked 
his office and reputation to 
defend Black lives, stood up 
when it mattered. His actions 
saved lives and challenged a 
system that was comfortable 
with looking away. If we can 
name a stadium after a bank 
and a boulevard after a bu-
reaucrat, surely we can name 
something after a mayor who 
freed children from slavery. 
 
In 2016, while serving as a City 
Council staffer to Councilman 
David Oh, I personally re-
searched Joseph Watson’s her-
oism and presented it to the 
Councilman. That work led to 
City Council’s adoption of Reso-
lution No. 160889, which for-
mally recognized Watson’s 
moral courage and contribu-
tions to justice. But resolutions 
fade. Buildings last. 
 
Philadelphia owes Joseph Wat-
son more than a line in the 
archives. It owes him remem-
brance, reverence—and a 
name etched in stone. He did-
n’t just serve this city. He stood 
for its soul.  



By James Williams 
 
You can’t talk about this 
era in Philly—the late 
’90s to early 2000s—
without saying three 
names: 
 
Donovan McNabb. Allen 
Iverson. Beanie Sigel. 
 
One ran the field. 
One ruled the court. 
One owned the mic. 
 
Together, they shaped the 
rhythm, pride, and swag-
ger of a city on fire. 
This was Philly’s Golden 
Moment—when the cul-
ture, sports, music, and 
nightlife collided, and the 
world finally had to pay 
attention. 
 
John Street: Mayor of 
the Moment 
 
From 2000 to 2008, John 
F. Street served as mayor 
of Philadelphia. 
 
Forged in the chambers of 
City Council, and never 
afraid to lean into con-
frontation, Street gov-

erned with the same raw-
ness the city was living 
through. His mayoralty 
aligned perfectly with the 
Beanie–Iverson era, when 
Black Philly led the cul-
ture, the politics, and the 
conversation. 
 
He poured resources into 
neighborhood redevelop-
ment, initiated anti-blight 
programs, and defended 
his community fiercely 
through waves of criti-
cism. 
 
And honestly? His name 
said it all. John Street was 
mayor during a time when 
the streets were louder, 
prouder, and more alive 
than ever—from Delaware 
Ave to Broad Street, from 
City Hall to Club Palmer, 
he was everywhere and 
nowhere, depending on 
who you asked. 
 
The Broad Street Bully: 
Beanie Sigel’s Reign 
 
Born Dwight Grant in 
South Philly, Beanie Sigel 
didn’t just rap—he con-
fessed. 

 
His verses weren’t about 
fantasy. They were about 
survival—grizzled, gospel
-like deliveries from a 
man who’d seen every-
thing and lived to tell it. 
 
His 1999 debut The Truth 
put Philly on the map with 
a vengeance. By the time 
Jay-Z signed him to Roc-
A-Fella, Beanie was more 
than a rapper—he was our 
street poet, and Philly’s 
voice of pain and pride. 
 
Tracks like What Ya Life 
Like, Feel It in the Air, 
and Die weren’t just hot—
they were sacred. They 
documented a city’s strug-
gle without ever begging 
for sympathy. 
 
He wasn’t alone. 
 
With him came State 
Property: 
 
Freeway, the rapid-fire 
spitter 
 
Young Gunz (Chris & 
Neef) 
 
Peedi Crakk, Oschino, 
Omillio Sparks 

Together they didn’t just 
make music—they built 
an empire, dropped a film, 
and defined Philly’s street 
culture. 
 
“I’m about to take over 
the City of Philly like 
John Street.” – Beanie Si-
gel 
 
For a while, it felt like he 
did. 
 
 
Eagles Fly High: 

McNabb, Sundays, and 
South Philly Fire 
 
While Iverson held down 
Broad Street, Donovan 
McNabb was taking over 
South Philly. 
 
Drafted in 1999 to mixed 
fanfare, McNabb quickly 
proved himself. He led the 
Eagles to 4 straight NFC 
Championship games and 
a Super Bowl appearance 
in 2005. Sundays in Philly 
became rituals. 
 
5 NFC East Titles 
 
6x Pro Bowl QB 
 
Over 37,000 career pass-
ing yards 
 
One of the city’s most 
consistent sports leaders 
 
Off the field, McNabb 
was part of the social cir-
cle—Fridays, Club Palm-
er, Transit—everywhere 
you looked, Philly’s elite 
moved together. 
 
 
Iverson & McKie: 
Philly’s Backcourt Beat 
 
Allen Iverson changed 
basketball. 
 
From the braids to the 
crossover, from stepping 
over Tyronn Lue to win-
ning 2001 MVP, AI didn’t 
just represent us—he was 
us. 
 
That 2001 season: 
 
MVP 
 
Scoring Champion (31.1 
PPG) 
 
56–26 Record 



 
NBA Finals Run 
 
 
Career: 
 
11x All-Star 
 
4x Scoring Titles 
 
Hall of Fame Inductee 
(2016) 
 
 
Aaron McKie, the 
hometown hero from Si-
mon Gratz, played side-by
-side with Iverson. He was 
the quiet counterbalance 
to AI’s flash—steady, 
smart, and clutch. 
 
Iverson made it cool to be 
yourself—loud, flawed, 
brilliant, and Black. He 
gave us permission to 
shine without explanation. 
 
 
Black Lily & The Five 
Spot: Philly’s Soul Sanc-
tuary 
 
Tuesday nights at The 
Five Spot were church for 
the soul heads. The Black 
Lily showcase, curated by 
the Jazzyfatnastees and 
powered by The Roots, 
gave us Jill Scott, Floetry, 
Jaguar Wright, Kindred, 
Bilal—live, raw, and real. 
 
You didn’t just go to 
Black Lily. 
You witnessed it. 
 
 
Philly After Dark: The 
Clubs Were the Culture 
 
The city pulsed at night. 
Fridays on City Line was 
Iverson’s second home. 
Club Palmer, and its rival 
Transit across the street, 

kept the energy high all 
week. 
 
Silk City? That was where 
the alternative crowd 
came alive. 
Club Egypt mixed house, 
hip-hop, and Caribbean 
vibes. 
Evolutions, run by Marc 
before he opened Aura 
and Dreams, was the after
-hours go-to. Weed wasn’t 
legal—but nobody cared. 
 
Tarik Wallace knew how 
to pack a room. Whether it 
was a spot on Delaware 
Ave or a private late-night 
location, his events had 

the formula. Troy 
Clemons and the Su-
perfriends kept Philly’s 
party scene in motion. 
 
And even the Wawa on 
Delaware Ave? That was 
a scene in itself. 
 
 
Why It Mattered 
 
This era was more than 
just music and parties—it 
was a movement. 
We were witnessing 
Philly’s rawest, most au-
thentic self. 
 
Before social media. 

Before streaming stats. 
Before blogs told us what 
mattered. 
 
You had to show up. 
Speak up. Be known. 
 
From rappers and DJs to 
politicians and point 
guards—everyone was 
accountable to the culture. 
That’s what made it gold-
en. 
 
The Beanie–Iverson era 
wasn’t nostalgia. It was 
history—living, breathing, 
Philly-as-hell history. 



By James Williams 
 
In a promising start to his 
legislative career, State 
Representative Andre Car-
roll (D-Philadelphia) has 
passed his first bill in the 
Pennsylvania House — 
House Bill 1646, a meas-
ure that aims to modernize 
and speed up the licensing 
process for barbers 
statewide. 
 
HB1646 addresses long-
standing delays within the 
State Board of Barber Ex-
aminers, where the 
board’s current rules re-
quire six members to be 
physically present in order 
to conduct business. These 
rigid quorum rules have 
created bottlenecks — 
slowing down license ap-
provals, exam scheduling, 
and even disciplinary 

hearings. 
 
Carroll’s bill changes the 
quorum requirement to a 
simple majority of cur-
rently serving members, 
allowing the board to meet 
and operate more effi-
ciently. The bill is ex-
pected to have a direct 
impact on young profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs 
entering the barbering 
trade, particularly in urban 
communities like North 
Philadelphia where bar-
bershops are vital eco-
nomic and cultural institu-
tions. 
 
“Barbershops are more 
than just places to get a 
cut. They’re safe spaces, 
community hubs, and 
launchpads for small busi-
ness dreams,” said Car-
roll. “We shouldn’t let 

outdated bureaucracy de-
lay someone’s ability to 
earn a living.” 

Carroll, who was just 
elected in 2022, has made 
it clear that HB1646 is 
part of a broader agenda 
to remove structural barri-
ers for working-class Phil-
adelphians. His focus on 
streamlining professional 
licensing processes re-
flects his commitment to 
practical, community-
rooted legislation. 
 
Local barbers and busi-
ness leaders have praised 
the bill as a timely re-
sponse to industry frustra-
tions. Ernest “Bud” Har-
rod, a longtime barber-
shop owner in West 
Philly, called it “a game 
changer” for the next gen-

eration of barbers. 
 
With overwhelming 
House support, HB1646 
now moves to the Penn-
sylvania Senate for further 
review. If passed and 
signed into law, it could 
take effect as early as next 
year — cutting wait times 
and opening more doors 
for aspiring barbers across 
the Commonwealth. 
 
Stay with The Uptown 
Standard for updates on 
this bill, community spot-
lights, and more stories 
highlighting the people 
shaping Black Philadel-
phia’s future.  



By James Williams 
 
After nearly a decade of 
molding young men and 
elevating a program root-
ed in pride, purpose, and 
perseverance, Coach Ma-
lik “Coach Lik” Jones has 
announced his resignation 
as Head Football Coach at 
Martin Luther King High 
School, his beloved alma 
mater. 
 
“After much reflection 
and with a heart full of 
gratitude, I’m announcing 
my resignation as Head 
Football Coach at Martin 
Luther King High 
School,” Jones shared in a 
heartfelt public letter. “It 
has been the honor of a 
lifetime to lead the Cou-
gars Football program.” 
 
For the past nine sea-
sons—six of them as head 

coach—Jones poured eve-
ry ounce of himself into a 
football program that be-
came more than just Xs 
and Os. It became a plat-
form for transformation. A 
safe space. A brotherhood. 
A beacon for North Phila-
delphia youth trying to 
navigate life and loss 
while chasing greatness. 
 
During his tenure, MLK 
secured the 2019 Public 
League 5A Championship 
and the 2023 Liberty Divi-
sion title, racking up more 
than 25 wins and sending 
over 20 players to college 
on athletic scholarships. 
But for Coach Jones, the 
wins weren’t the point—
they were a byproduct of 
something deeper. 
 
“I was never perfect,” 
Jones wrote. “But I gave 
everything I had to build 

something special—
something respectable, 
competitive, and proud for 
this school and this com-
munity.” 
 
Coach Jones’ holistic ap-
proach to coaching, rooted 
in his background in be-
havioral health, included 
trauma-informed care, ac-
ademic mentoring, and 
emotional support. His 
leadership drew local and 
statewide recognition: in 
2021, he was named Up-
pity Magazine’s Coach of 
the Year, and in 2025, he 
was the only District 12 
coach selected for the 
PSFCA East–West All-
Star Game staff. 
 
But accolades aside, what 
mattered most to Jones 
were the lives changed. 
 
“To the countless young 

men I’ve had the chance 
to coach: I thank you for 
your trust, your loyalty, 
and your dedication to our 
vision,” he said. “You 
gave this program life and 
purpose.” 
 
His story is one of return. 
A young man who once 
walked the halls of King 
without any formal foot-
ball experience became 
the architect of one of the 
city’s most respected high 
school programs. His mes-
sage to the next generation 
was clear: 
 
“No matter where you 
come from, you can 
change your path if you’re 
willing to work hard, set 
goals, and believe in your-
self.” 
 
Though stepping down as 
head coach, Jones made it 
clear: he’s not stepping 
away from the communi-
ty. He remains a proud 
supporter of MLK Foot-
ball, confident in the 
strength of the program 
and the coaches who will 
carry the torch. 
 
“Thank you all for allow-
ing me to live out this 
dream. The journey con-
tinues,” he concluded. 
 
Coach Malik Jones is 
leaving the sidelines—but 
the legacy he built will 
carry forward with every 
snap, every stride, and 
every life he touched. .  



By James Williams 
 
Donald Trump’s “One Big 
Beautiful Bill” is being 
hailed by supporters as a 
return to fiscal discipline 
and freedom. But beyond 
the headlines, it’s a 
sweeping realignment of 
America’s safety net — 
one that puts states in con-
trol and leaves the most 

vulnerable hanging in the 
balance. 
 
The 1,100-page law hands 
Medicaid, SNAP, and 
housing aid to the states 
via capped block grants. 
In doing so, it strips away 
national standards and re-
places them with a patch-
work of local discretion. 
Eligibility, benefit levels, 

and enforcement now de-
pend on ZIP code and po-
litical will. 
 
Red States Gain Control 
— But Also Risk 
 
Conservative-led states 
benefit politically, gaining 
the authority to reshape 
programs in line with their 
values. Work require-
ments, time limits, and 
drug testing provisions are 
now fair game. But many 
of these same states rely 
heavily on federal dollars. 
When needs rise — 
through a health crisis, 
natural disaster, or rural 
hospital closure — the bill 
offers no additional sup-
port. 
 
Blue States Face Bigger 
Burdens 
 
Wealthier blue states like 
California and New York 
may choose to backfill 
lost federal funding, but 
that means raising taxes or 
cutting elsewhere. High 
population states with 
stretched urban systems 
will feel the squeeze as 
federal dollars remain 
fixed despite growing 
need. 
 
Small Businesses: Benefi-
ciaries in a Fragile Econo-
my 

 
The bill does offer tax re-
lief and regulatory easing 
for small businesses. But 
many operate in commu-
nities where public aid is 
the backbone of consumer 
spending. When custom-
ers lose Medicaid or rent 
support, small businesses 
feel it at the register. And 
when employees lose cov-
erage, owners shoulder the 
gap. 
 
A Quiet Break in the So-
cial Contract 
 
Cancer patients, caregiv-
ers, grieving families, and 
people with disabilities 
will now find themselves 
navigating thinner state-
run programs, with fewer 
protections and less cer-
tainty. As services tighten, 
it’s clear this bill isn’t 
about balance — it’s 
about burden-shifting. 
 
As Rousseau once 
warned, “The social con-
tract is agreed upon by all 
for the benefit of all.” This 
bill breaks that promise. 
And for many Americans, 
the cost will be measured 
not in politics, but in pain. 






