


Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 

Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 



By James Williams,  
Editor-in-Chief 
 
On April 23, 2025, the 
White House issued a pow-
erful executive order reaf-
firming the federal govern-
ment’s commitment to sup-
porting Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs). This new di-
rective, which builds upon 
the framework established 
in prior administrations, 
reestablishes the White 
House Initiative on HBCUs 
under the Executive Office 
of the President and calls for 
an expansive, coordinated 
effort to elevate these insti-
tutions as engines of educa-
tional excellence, workforce 
development, and economic 
opportunity. 
 
HBCUs have long served as 
critical gateways to upward 
mobility for Black Ameri-
cans and other underserved 
communities. They produce 
a disproportionate share of 
Black professionals in fields 
such as medicine, education, 
law, and engineering. The 
executive order acknowl-
edges that to fulfill Ameri-
ca’s promise of equal op-
portunity, the government 
must not only recognize the 
legacy of these institu-
tions—but actively invest in 
their future. 
 
The Initiative is tasked with 
two core missions. First, it 
seeks to expand private-
sector partnerships to 
strengthen HBCUs’ infra-

structure, financial capacity, 
and student career path-
ways. This includes con-
necting students with job 
opportunities in high-
demand sectors like technol-
ogy, healthcare, and manu-
facturing. Second, it aims to 
support HBCUs’ institution-
al development and student 
success strategies—through 
better access to federal 
funding, research support, 
and affordability initiatives. 
 

A key component of the or-
der is the revival of the 
President’s Board of Advi-
sors on HBCUs, housed in 
the Department of Educa-
tion. This board will bring 
together voices from busi-
ness, philanthropy, academ-
ia, and HBCU leadership to 
provide direct input to the 
President and ensure that 
policy decisions are in-
formed by those on the 
frontlines of Black higher 
education. 
 
The order outlines efforts to 
implement the HBCU 
PARTNERS Act, improve 
agency collaboration, and 
promote public-private part-
nerships. It even calls for an 
annual White House Sum-
mit on HBCUs, ensuring 
these institutions are front 
and center in national con-
versations on education and 
innovation. 
 
Importantly, this order re-

vokes Executive Order 
14041 and directs the disso-
lution of the HBCU and 
MSI Advisory Council 
housed in the EPA, stream-
lining efforts and centraliz-
ing authority under the Ex-
ecutive Office. 
 
This is not just bureaucratic 
housekeeping—it’s a strate-
gic investment in America’s 
educational and economic 
future. As the global econo-
my demands new skillsets 
and innovation, the country 
cannot afford to overlook 
the talent cultivated at 
HBCUs. Through this exec-
utive order, the administra-
tion sends a clear message: 
HBCUs are not only part of 
the American story—they 
are essential to its next 
chapter. 
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By James Williams, Editor-
in-Chief 
 
In 2025, playgrounds across 
Philadelphia—once symbols 
of neighborhood unity and 
childhood joy—are increas-
ingly the backdrop for vio-
lence. While homicides and 
shootings have declined 
citywide, the surge in play-
ground and recreation center 
incidents reveals deep 
cracks in the city’s public 
safety system. For Philadel-
phia’s youth, the danger 
feels personal—and imme-
diate. 
 
In April alone, Philadelphia 
witnessed several high-
profile shootings involving 
teenagers at playgrounds. A 
15-year-old was critically 
wounded at Frankford Play-
ground, just steps away 
from where families had 
gathered. At Lonnie Young 
Playground in Germantown, 
an 18-year-old was shot in 
front of nearly 40 children. 
In Kingsessing, a teenager 
was fatally gunned down 
while sitting on a bench at 
Russell DeRitis Playground. 
These events have left com-
munities shaken and mourn-
ing, and they highlight an 
urgent need for sustained, 
localized interventions to 
keep children safe. 
 
Despite a 35% drop in hom-

icides and a 36% decline in 
shootings compared to the 
previous year, youth gun 
violence remains a glaring 
issue. Since 2022, more 
than 350 individuals under 
18 have been shot in Phila-
delphia, with at least 44 fa-
talities. Aggravated as-
saults—many of which oc-
cur in or near public spaces 
like playgrounds—have not 
seen the same decline, em-
phasizing the uneven distri-
bution of safety improve-
ments across the city. 
 
In direct response to these 
growing concerns, Council-
woman Cindy Bass has 
launched a bold, proactive 
initiative called “Playing It 
Safe in the 8th.” Announced 
at a press conference on 
April 25 at Happy Hollow 
Recreation Center, the initi-
ative is designed to create 
safer, more supportive envi-
ronments across the 8th Dis-
trict’s recreation centers. 
 
The core of the program is 
the introduction of Commu-
nity Partnership Hubs—
shared spaces staffed daily 
by trained violence inter-
vention specialists from the 
Philadelphia Anti-Drug/Anti
-Violence Network (PAAN) 
and Community Relations 
Officers from the Philadel-
phia Police Department. 
These hubs are not enforce-

ment-based; instead, they 
focus on de-escalation, real-
time engagement, and con-
flict prevention. 
 
Phase one will launch at 
four pilot sites: Jerome 
Brown, Happy Hollow, 
Lonnie Young, and Belfield 
Recreation Centers—all se-
lected for their high youth 
engagement and histories of 

safety concerns. 
 
“We know our recreation 
centers are safe havens for 
families—but we also know 
they need to feel that way 
every day,” said Council-
woman Bass. “This initia-
tive brings together trusted 
community voices and 
trained professionals to pro-
vide a consistent, non-
enforcement presence that 
supports our youth, prevents 
violence, and builds lasting 
trust.” 
 
This program is a collabora-
tive effort involving Phila-
delphia Parks and Recrea-
tion, PAAN, and the Phila-
delphia Police Department’s 
14th, 35th, and 39th Dis-
tricts. It reflects a model of 
community care that doesn’t 
rely on criminalization but 
instead leans into relation-
ships, trust, and presence. 
 
While programs like 

“Playing It Safe in the 8th” 
offer promise, they must be 
part of a broader citywide 
strategy. This includes in-
vesting in youth mentorship 
and sports, expanding trau-
ma and mental health ser-
vices, supporting neighbor-
hood coalitions in violence 
prevention, and protecting 
and upgrading recreational 
infrastructure in under-
served areas. 
 
Playgrounds should never 
be places where children 
dodge bullets—they should 
be where they dream, run, 
and thrive. In 2025, Phila-
delphia stands at a cross-
roads. The choices made 
now—by leaders, by com-
munities, and by institu-
tions—will shape whether 
our children grow up in 
spaces of fear or freedom.  



By James Williams,  
Editor-in-Chief 
 
State Rep. Chris Rabb and 
Rep. Heather Boyd have 
reintroduced House Bill 
270, legislation that would 
enroll Pennsylvania in the 
National Popular Vote Inter-
state Compact—a coalition 
of states that pledge their 
electoral votes to the winner 
of the national popular vote, 
regardless of who wins 
within their own borders. 
Proponents say it would 
make every vote count 
equally. But behind the sur-
face of fairness lies a deeper 
threat to the balance of 
American democracy—
particularly for rural states 
and communities like many 
across Pennsylvania. 
 
The United States has never 
been a pure democracy. It is 
a constitutional republic 
founded on a system of 
checks and balances, de-
signed to protect both the 
majority and the minority. 
The Electoral College—
established in 1787—was 
one of those mechanisms, 
created to ensure that all 
states, regardless of popula-
tion size, have a voice in the 
selection of the nation’s 
leader. The Founding Fa-
thers understood the dangers 
of concentrated power and 
designed the Electoral Col-
lege to compel candidates to 
seek broad, nationwide sup-
port, not just popularity in 
densely populated areas. 
 
By contrast, the National 

Popular Vote Compact 
would upend this principle. 
If enacted, it would effec-
tively nullify the will of 
Pennsylvania voters if their 
choice differed from the na-
tional majority. With Penn-
sylvania’s 19 electoral votes 
at stake, the state could end 
up awarding its votes to a 
candidate who lost here but 
won in places like Califor-
nia or New York. That isn’t 
representation—it’s surren-
der. 
 
The effects of such a shift 
would be felt most harshly 
by rural communities. Un-
der the current Electoral 
College system, presidential 
campaigns must build coali-
tions that include a wide 
variety of states—urban, 
suburban, and rural alike. 
But a popular vote system 
would incentivize candi-
dates to focus exclusively 
on the biggest population 
centers. Cities like New 
York, Los Angeles, and 
Chicago could dominate 
campaign strategy, while 
rural and small-town voters 
in places like Central and 
Western Pennsylvania 
would be ignored. Their 
votes would still be count-
ed, yes, but their concerns 
would no longer shape cam-
paign platforms or policy 
agendas. 
 
This is why critics argue 
that the National Popular 
Vote movement risks disen-
franchising rural Americans. 
It doesn’t do so by taking 
away their right to vote—it 

does so by making their 
votes politically irrelevant. 
In a country where a small 
handful of cities could de-
cide a national election, the 
voices of farmers, miners, 
small business owners, and 
working-class families out-
side the urban core would 
be muted. 
 
Supporters of H.B. 270 
claim it would make elec-
tions more democratic, 
pointing out that five presi-
dents in U.S. history—
including two in recent dec-
ades—won the presidency 
without winning the popular 
vote. But these outcomes 
are not flaws; they are fea-
tures of a system designed 
to protect national unity and 
ensure presidents represent 
the interests of a diverse 
federation of states, not just 
the majority in a few urban 
centers. 
 
Moreover, the National 
Popular Vote Compact itself 
is legally dubious. It seeks 
to alter the balance of presi-
dential elections without a 
constitutional amendment—

a move that could be chal-
lenged in court and create 
chaos in future elections. 
Instead of strengthening the 
electoral system, it introduc-
es uncertainty and under-
mines the constitutional 
foundation of presidential 
elections. 
 
Pennsylvania, as one of the 
nation’s most diverse and 
electorally influential states, 
has long played a pivotal 
role in determining the pres-
idency. That influence 
comes not just from its pop-
ulation, but from its geo-
graphic and ideological di-
versity—a blend of rural, 
urban, and suburban voters 
that candidates must court 
and understand. Abandon-
ing that role to align with 
national vote totals is not 
democratic progress; it’s 
political abdication. 
 
The Electoral College isn’t 
perfect, but it has served 
this country for over two 
centuries by compelling 
candidates to build consen-
sus across regional, cultural, 
and economic lines. Rather 

than rush into a compact 
that sacrifices the political 
voice of rural Pennsylvani-
ans, we should reaffirm the 
value of a system that pro-
tects all voices—especially 
those that are too often 
overlooked. 
 
In a nation as large and var-
ied as ours, fairness doesn’t 
come from counting votes 
alone. It comes from ensur-
ing that every community 
matters—not just the most 
crowded ones. House Bill 
270 would move Pennsylva-
nia—and the country—in 
the wrong direction.  











By James Williams,  
Editor-in-Chief 
 
Atlantic City isn’t just fa-
mous for its casinos, board-
walk, and beaches — it’s a 
serious destination for food 
lovers too. Whether you’re 
looking for fine dining, leg-
endary subs, or an incredi-
ble steak, Atlantic City has 
something to satisfy every 
craving. Here’s a complete 
guide to some of the best 
restaurants you should 
check out: 
 
1. Patsy’s Italian Restaurant 
1900 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Cuisine: Classic Italian-
American 
 
2. Dock’s Oyster House 
2405 Atlantic Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.docksoysterhouse.co
m/ 
Cuisine: Seafood & Steak-
house 
 

3. Chef Vola’s 
111 S Albion Pl, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.chefvolas.com/ 
Cuisine: Italian-American 
(BYOB) 
 
4. Cafe 2825 
2825 Atlantic Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.cafe2825.com/ 
Cuisine: Southern Italian 
 
5. Kelsey’s 
1545 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.kelseysac.com/ 
Cuisine: Soul Food & 
Southern Cuisine 
 
6. Setaara 
2322 Arctic Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
setaaraac.com/ 
Cuisine: Afghan-French Fu-
sion 
 
7. White House Subs 

2301 Arctic Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
whitehousesubshop.net/ 
Cuisine: Subs & Chees-
esteaks 
 
8. Gordon Ramsay Hell’s 
Kitchen 
2100 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Cuisine: Modern American 
with British Influences 
 
9. Atlantic City Bar & Grill 
1219 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Cuisine: Seafood & Ameri-
can Grill 
 
10. Knife & Fork Inn 
3600 Atlantic Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.knifeandforkinn.com/ 
Cuisine: Steak & Seafood 
 

11. Capriccio Italian Res-
taurant 
1133 Boardwalk, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 

Website: https://
www.resortsac.com/dining/
capriccio/ 
Cuisine: Upscale Italian 
 
12. Gilchrist Restaurant 
804 N Rhode Island Ave, 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.gilchristrestaurant.co
m/ 
Cuisine: American Break-
fast & Lunch 
 
13. Carmine’s Italian Res-
taurant 
2801 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.carminesnyc.com/
locations/atlantic-city 
Cuisine: Family-Style Ital-
ian 
 
14. Amada 
500 Boardwalk, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.amadaac.com/ 
Cuisine: Spanish Tapas 
 
15. Vic & Anthony’s Steak-
house 
2831 Boardwalk, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.goldennugget.com/
atlantic-city/eat/vic-
anthonys/ 
Cuisine: Prime Steakhouse 
 
16. Old Homestead Steak 
House 
1 Borgata Way, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.theborgata.com/
dining/fine-dining/old-
homestead 
Cuisine: Classic American 
Steakhouse 
 
17. Chart House 
Golden Nugget Hotel & Ca-
sino, Huron Ave & Brigan-
tine Blvd, Atlantic City, NJ 
08401 
Website: https://www.chart-
house.com/location/chart-
house-atlantic-city-nj/ 
Cuisine: Seafood & Steaks 
with Waterfront Views 
 

 

18. Morton’s The Steak-
house 
2100 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 

Website: https://
www.mortons.com/
atlanticcity 
Cuisine: Upscale Steak-
house 
 
19. Nobu Atlantic City 
2100 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.noburestaurants.com/
atlantic-city 
Cuisine: Japanese-Peruvian 
Fusion 
 
20. Gordon Ramsay Pub & 
Grill 
2100 Pacific Ave, Atlantic 
City, NJ 08401 
Website: https://
www.caesars.com/caesars-
ac/restaurants/gordon-
ramsay-pub-and-grill 
Cuisine: British Pub Fare 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Whether you’re in the mood 
for a gourmet experience, a 
legendary sub, a soulful 
meal with live jazz, or an 
elegant seafood dinner by 
the water, Atlantic City’s 
restaurant scene has it all. 
With so many fantastic op-
tions, your biggest chal-
lenge might be deciding 
where to eat first! 
 
If you’re planning a visit, be 
sure to book reservations — 
especially at hot spots like 
Chef Vola’s, Cafe 2825, and 
Dock’s Oyster House, 
where seats are limited and 
demand is high. 
 
Enjoy your culinary adven-
ture in Atlantic City! 
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