


Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 

Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 
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By James Williams, Editor 
Pennsylvania’s problem-
solving courts have expand-
ed significantly in recent 
years, offering alternatives 
to incarceration for individ-
uals struggling with sub-
stance use disorders, mental 
health issues, and other 
challenges that contribute to 
criminal behavior. With 136 
such courts operating across 
the commonwealth, their 
stated goal is to rehabilitate 
participants rather than 
simply punish them, reduc-
ing recidivism and easing 
the burden on the state’s 
correctional system. How-
ever, despite their wide-
spread adoption, there is 
little oversight or standardi-
zation. Only 33 of these 
courts are accredited, and 
there are currently no certi-
fication requirements for 
establishing one. This lack 
of consistency has raised 
concerns among policymak-
ers, prompting State Reps. 
Chris Rabb, a Democrat 
from Philadelphia, and Ja-
mie Flick, a Republican rep-
resenting Lycoming and 
Union counties, to introduce 

a resolution that would au-
thorize a comprehensive 
study of problem-solving 
courts in Pennsylvania. 
 
House Resolution 133 
would direct the Joint State 
Government Commission to 
assess how these courts 
function, examine their ef-
fectiveness, and identify 
best practices to ensure they 
operate in the best interests 
of the public. The goal is to 
determine whether problem-
solving courts are achieving 
their intended outcomes, 
provide recommendations 
for standardization, and ex-
plore whether their expan-
sion is fiscally responsible. 
While anecdotal evidence 
suggests that these courts 
have been successful in di-
verting individuals from the 
traditional prison system 
and helping them rebuild 
their lives, there has been no 
systematic statewide evalua-
tion to confirm these results. 
 
Rep. Rabb emphasized that 
while problem-solving 
courts may be a more hu-
mane alternative to incarcer-
ation, the lack of oversight 
means that it is difficult to 

measure their true impact. 
He stressed that without 
clear data on how these 
courts operate, policymak-
ers cannot be certain that 
they are working as intend-
ed. His concerns reflect 
broader questions about the 
consistency of problem-
solving courts, which can 
vary widely in terms of eli-
gibility criteria, judicial dis-
cretion, treatment programs, 
and success rates. Without a 
clear framework, outcomes 
may differ significantly 
from one county to another, 
raising concerns about fair-
ness and equity in the jus-
tice system. 
 
Rep. Flick, who has ob-
served the effectiveness of 
problem-solving courts in 
Lycoming County, pointed 
to their success in reducing 
recidivism. Lycoming 
County’s four problem-
solving courts have consist-
ently maintained recidivism 
rates lower than the state’s 
overall average over the 
past three years, with an im-
pressive 63% of participants 
successfully completing 
their programs. These statis-
tics suggest that when im-

plemented effectively, prob-
lem-solving courts can have 
a meaningful impact. How-
ever, without a statewide 
study, it remains unclear 
whether other counties are 
achieving similar results or 
whether disparities exist in 
access to resources and pro-
gram effectiveness. 
 
Problem-solving courts 
have gained traction across 
the United States as an alter-
native to traditional criminal 
sentencing. They focus on 
rehabilitation rather than 
punishment, seeking to ad-
dress the root causes of 
criminal behavior through 
targeted interventions. 
Pennsylvania has adopted 
five primary types of prob-
lem-solving courts: veterans 
courts, drug courts, DUI 
courts, juvenile drug courts, 
and mental health courts. 
Each of these models aims 
to support individuals who 
might otherwise be caught 
in a cycle of incarceration 
by providing access to treat-
ment, judicial monitoring, 
and social services that ad-
dress underlying issues such 
as addiction and mental ill-
ness. 

 
One of the key advantages 
of problem-solving courts is 
their potential to reduce re-
cidivism. By offering struc-
tured support systems, these 
courts help participants rein-
tegrate into society more 
successfully than traditional 
incarceration methods. Pro-
grams often include sub-
stance abuse treatment, 
mental health counseling, 
job training, and housing 
assistance, all of which con-
tribute to reducing the like-
lihood that participants will 
reoffend. In contrast, indi-
viduals who serve time in 
traditional correctional fa-
cilities often struggle to find 
stability upon release, in-
creasing the risk of repeated 
encounters with the justice 
system. 
 
While problem-solving 
courts have demonstrated 
positive outcomes in certain 
areas, their lack of oversight 
raises critical questions 
about effectiveness, equity, 
and cost. The absence of 
statewide certification re-
quirements means that 
counties can implement 
these courts with varying 



levels of rigor and re-
sources. Some courts may 
offer comprehensive reha-
bilitation programs with 
strong community partner-
ships, while others may lack 
the infrastructure or funding 
necessary to provide the 
same level of support. This 
inconsistency creates dis-
parities in how justice is 
administered, with individu-
als in well-funded jurisdic-
tions potentially receiving 
better outcomes than those 
in under-resourced areas. 
 
Additionally, there is lim-
ited data on the financial 
implications of problem-
solving courts. Advocates 
argue that these courts save 
money in the long run by 
reducing prison populations 
and lowering the costs asso-
ciated with repeat offenders. 
However, without systemat-
ic tracking of costs and ben-
efits, it is difficult to deter-
mine the actual economic 
impact. A statewide study 
would provide valuable in-
sight into whether problem-
solving courts are delivering 

cost savings and whether 
certain models are more ef-
ficient than others. 
 
Another issue at stake is 
access to justice. While 
problem-solving courts of-
fer an alternative path for 
many individuals, not eve-
ryone has equal access to 
these programs. Some coun-
ties may have robust prob-
lem-solving courts with 
multiple pathways for diver-
sion, while others may lack 
the resources to support 
such initiatives. This creates 
a system in which individu-
als with similar offenses 
may receive vastly different 
treatment depending on 
where they live. A study 
could help identify these 
disparities and provide rec-
ommendations for expand-
ing access to problem-
solving courts in a more eq-
uitable manner. 
 
The resolution introduced 
by Rabb and Flick is a cru-
cial step toward ensuring 
that problem-solving courts 
operate effectively and fair-

ly across Pennsylvania. By 
conducting a thorough study 
of how these courts func-
tion, legislators can develop 
evidence-based policies that 
promote consistency and 
accountability. The findings 
could lead to the creation of 
statewide standards for ac-
creditation, mandatory re-
porting requirements to 
track recidivism and cost-
effectiveness, and targeted 
funding to support under-
resourced courts. 
 
If the resolution passes, it 
could pave the way for a 
more structured approach to 
problem-solving courts, en-
suring that they meet their 
intended goals of rehabilita-
tion and public safety. A 
key challenge will be bal-
ancing the need for over-
sight with the flexibility that 
problem-solving courts re-
quire to address individual 
cases effectively. While 
standardization is necessary 
to ensure fairness, overly 
rigid regulations could limit 
the ability of judges and 
program administrators to 

tailor interventions to the 
specific needs of partici-
pants. 
 
The bipartisan nature of this 
initiative highlights a shared 
recognition that criminal 
justice reform is not a parti-
san issue but a matter of 
public interest. Both Demo-
crats and Republicans 
acknowledge that the cur-
rent system has flaws and 
that alternative models, 
when implemented effec-
tively, can produce better 
outcomes for individuals 
and communities. By com-
mitting to a data-driven ap-
proach, Pennsylvania has 
the opportunity to refine and 
improve its problem-solving 
courts, ensuring that they 
serve as a meaningful alter-
native to incarceration while 
maintaining accountability 
and effectiveness. 
 
As the resolution moves 
through the legislative pro-
cess, it will be important to 
consider the perspectives of 
judges, legal experts, social 
service providers, and indi-

viduals who have participat-
ed in problem-solving court 
programs. Their insights 
will be invaluable in shap-
ing policies that enhance the 
effectiveness of these courts 
while preserving their reha-
bilitative mission. With 
thoughtful implementation, 
Pennsylvania could become 
a leader in evidence-based 
problem-solving court mod-
els, demonstrating how a 
balanced approach to justice 
reform can benefit both in-
dividuals and society as a 
whole. 
 
The Town Crier is a Rapid 
Response news blog that is 
written by James Williams 
and created in collaboration 
with ChatGPT. For research 
assistance and content edit-
ing. The image of the Town 
Crier was created by 
ChatGPT. 
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By James Williams, Editor 
 
Proposed Legislation Aims 
to Protect Children, Reduce 
Recidivism, and Save Tax-
payer Dollars 
 
Pennsylvania House Demo-
crats have taken a bold step 
toward reforming the state’s 
juvenile justice system with 
the introduction of a 10-bill 
legislative package known 
as the CARE Package. At a 
news conference held on 
March 18 at the state Capi-
tol, six Democratic lawmak-
ers detailed their vision for a 
fairer, more effective juve-
nile justice system—one 
that prioritizes rehabilitation 
over punishment and safe-
guards the rights of justice-
involved youth. 
 
A System in Need of Re-
form 
 
State Rep. Dan Miller (D-
Allegheny) highlighted the 
urgency of legislative ac-
tion, pointing to a bipartisan 
Juvenile Justice Task Force 
report from 2021 that rec-
ommended changes to im-
prove outcomes for Penn-
sylvania’s youth while sav-
ing taxpayers millions. 
 
> “A few years ago, a bipar-
tisan juvenile justice task 
force issued a number of 
recommendations on how to 
improve outcomes for our 

kids and save money,” Mil-
ler said. “But legislative ac-
tion has been slow to build 
off of this effort. Our pack-
age of bills highlights many 
of those recommendations 
and expands upon them to 
enhance justice, focus ef-
forts and, hopefully, reduce 
recidivism.” 
 
 
 
Rep. Emily Kinkead (D-
Allegheny) echoed these 
concerns, citing fundamen-
tal flaws in how the system 
treats children. 
 
> “We know there are fun-
damental design problems 
with how Pennsylvania’s 
juvenile justice system is set 
up to handle children,” 
Kinkead said. “These bills 
are targeted to address those 
specific issues. This pack-
age of legislation is all 
about creating a justice sys-
tem that allows kids greater 
opportunities to escape the 
cycle of recidivism and lead 
fulfilling and impactful 
lives.” 
 
Standing with other House 
Democrats, state Rep. Chris 
Rabb (D-Phila.) called on 
House and Senate leaders to 
act immediately and move 
the legislative package for-
ward. 
 
> “We know this system 
isn’t working for Pennsyl-
vania’s kids,” Rabb said. 

*“Instead of giving them the 
help they need, our juvenile 
justice system is perpetuat-
ing a cycle of incarceration 
that is dooming our youth to 
a lifetime of interaction with 
our criminal justice system. 
 
> “This creates bad out-
comes across the board – for 
the kids who are caught in 
the system without a way 
out and for the taxpayers 
who have to pay the bill. 
Instead of restorative jus-
tice, we have a carceral state 
that is predicated on the 
continued incarceration of 
individuals. 
 
 
> “How do we know we are 
failing our kids? Because 
four years ago a bipartisan 
report from this body told 
us where we were failing 
them. Not only that, but it 
also gave us 35 recommen-
dations on how to fix the 
juvenile justice system – 
most of which have been 
ignored. The time to act is 
now.”* 
 
 
What’s in the CARE 
Package? 
 
The CARE Package is a 
sweeping set of proposals 
aimed at restructuring the 
juvenile justice system in 
ways that emphasize reha-
bilitation and fairness. The 
six House Democrats be-
hind the initiative—Miller, 
Kinkead, Anthony Bellmon 
(D-Phila.), Rick Krajewski 
(D-Phila.), Chris Rabb (D-
Phila.), and Melissa Shus-
terman (D-Chester)—have 
designed the package to ad-
dress some of the most 
pressing concerns in juve-
nile justice today. 
 
Key provisions of the 
CARE Package include 
eliminating the automatic 
charging of some children 
as adults and prohibiting 
adult court prosecutions for 
juveniles. The bills also 
seek to expand and stand-
ardize juvenile diversion 
programs to keep children 

out of the criminal justice 
system while ensuring that 
the most vulnerable youth 
are protected from detention 
placements and given alter-
native solutions for non-
violent offenses. Other re-
forms include limiting the 
use of solitary confinement 
for juveniles, strengthening 
Miranda rights protections 
for minors, and safeguard-
ing their right to an educa-
tion. 
 
The proposed legislation 
would also place restrictions 
on juvenile probation terms 
and clarify the distinction 
between delinquency and 
dependency cases. Financial 
burdens on families would 
be reduced by eliminating 
fines and limiting court fees 
imposed on juveniles. To 
ensure greater accountabil-
ity, the package includes 
measures to increase over-
sight of juvenile justice fa-
cilities and mandates that 
juveniles receive credit for 
time served while awaiting 
adjudication to prevent un-
necessary prolonged deten-
tion. 
 
Why Now? The Cost of 
Inaction 
 
In 2021, the bipartisan Juve-
nile Justice Taskforce con-
ducted a comprehensive, 
data-driven assessment of 
the state’s juvenile justice 
system and issued 35 rec-
ommendations for reform. 
The report estimated that 
implementing these changes 
would reduce out-of-home 
placements by 39% and 
save taxpayers $80 million. 
 
Despite these findings, most 
recommendations remain 
unimplemented. Advocates 
argue that continuing to ig-
nore these reforms means 
perpetuating a broken sys-
tem—one that dispropor-
tionately harms marginal-
ized youth and places un-
necessary financial strain on 
Pennsylvania taxpayers. 
 
Stefanie Arbutina, Vulnera-
ble Youth Policy Director of 

Children First, emphasized 
the need to prioritize com-
munity safety and support 
for children rather than pu-
nitive measures. 
 
> “Kids need to be invested 
in and supported, not pun-
ished and locked up,” Arbu-
tina said. “We all want com-
munity safety – not safety 
from children, but safety for 
children.” 
 
 
 
What’s Next? 
 
With strong Democratic 
support and a clear biparti-
san precedent, advocates are 
calling on the Pennsylvania 
House and Senate leader-
ship to prioritize these re-
forms. As the CARE Pack-
age moves through the leg-
islative process, supporters 
hope lawmakers across the 
aisle will recognize the mor-
al and fiscal imperative of 
enacting these long-overdue 
changes. 
 
The Town Crier is a Rapid 
Response news blog that is 
written by James Williams 
and created in collabora-
tion with ChatGPT. For re-
search assistance and con-
tent editing. The image of 
the Town Crier was created 
by ChatGPT. 
 



By James Williams, Editor 
Northwest Philadelphia: 
The Core of City Politics 
 
Northwest Philadelphia has 
long been a dominant force 
in shaping the city’s politi-
cal landscape, producing 
influential leaders and set-
ting the tone for govern-
ance. 
 
The region has been a pow-
erhouse for political talent, 
cultivating both elected offi-
cials and behind-the-scenes 
operatives who understand 
grassroots activism and city 
governance. 
 
Marian Tasco, a key figure 
in the Northwest Coalition, 
shaped policies benefiting 
working-class and minority 
communities while mentor-
ing future leaders. John 
White played a pivotal role 
in Democratic politics, in-
fluencing policy at both the 
city and state levels. David 
Richardson, a state repre-
sentative, was a fierce advo-
cate for civil rights, educa-
tion, and criminal justice 
reform, leaving a lasting 
legislative impact. 
 
Frank Rizzo, though widely 
recognized as a South Phila-
delphia law-and-order poli-
tician, was actually a resi-
dent of Northwest Philadel-
phia for much of his life. 

Despite his tough-on-crime 
stance that often clashed 
with progressive Black lead-
ers, he had to engage with 
the political power struc-
tures of the Northwest. His 
residence in the area under-
scored the necessity for any 
serious mayoral contend-
er—no matter their political 
background—to 
acknowledge and navigate 
the Northwest’s political 
influence. 
 
Jerry Mondesire, the long-
time publisher of the Phila-
delphia Sunday Sun and a 
prominent NAACP leader, 
was a key figure in shaping 
political discourse in the 
city. Through his newspaper 
and activism, he amplified 
issues affecting Black Phila-
delphians, holding politi-
cians accountable while 
supporting policies that ad-
vanced civil rights and eco-
nomic equity. His work en-
sured that the Northwest’s 
political influence extended 
beyond elections and into 
media and advocacy. 
 
Bill Miller, a respected po-
litical strategist and commu-
nity leader, played a vital 
role in mobilizing voters 
and shaping campaigns 
throughout Philadelphia. 
His deep connections within 
the political landscape, es-
pecially in the Northwest, 

made him a key player in 
city and state politics. 
Through his work, he 
helped build coalitions, 
guided candidates to victo-
ry, and ensured that the 
voices of working-class and 
Black Philadelphians re-
mained at the forefront of 
political discussions. 
 
The Northwest Coalition, an 
alliance of influential Black 
leaders, mobilized voters, 
secured political appoint-
ments, and championed pol-
icies for Black and working-
class Philadelphians. Lead-
ers such as Dwight Evans, 
Rosita Youngblood, David 
Richardson, Bill Miller, and 
Stephen Kinsey have carried 
this legacy forward, ensur-
ing the region remains a 
dominant force in citywide 
elections. 
 
Northwest Philadelphia con-
tinues to be a political 
stronghold, shaping leader-
ship and governance across 
the city. 
 
The Most Influential 
Leaders in Northwest 
Philadelphia Today 
 
The political legacy of the 
Northwest is alive and well, 
led by a powerful group of 
elected officials, community 
leaders, and faith-based fig-
ures. These individuals are 

shaping policies, controlling 
political narratives, and en-
suring that the Northwest 
remains the most powerful 
force in city politics. 
 
Here’s a look at the Most 
Influential Figures in North-
west Philadelphia today:  

1. Mayor Cherelle Parker, 
Philadelphia’s first woman 
mayor and Ward Leader of 
the Mighty 50th Ward, has 
made significant strides in 
public safety, community 
development, and economic 
growth in her first year. Un-
der her leadership, the city 
saw a 37% decrease in hom-
icides and a 36% drop in 
shootings in 2024, marking 
the lowest crime levels in a 
decade. Her administration 
expanded community polic-
ing by deploying over 200 
new officers on foot and 
bike patrols, strengthening 
relationships between law 
enforcement and residents. 
To improve the city’s clean-
liness and public spaces, her 
Clean and Green Initiative 
led to the cleanup of more 
than 40,000 blocks and 
commercial corridors, tack-
ling illegal dumping and 
revitalizing neighborhoods. 
In education and housing, 
Parker’s administration 
committed $250 million to 
improving school infrastruc-
ture over the next five years. 
She also announced plans to 
develop 30,000 new hous-
ing units, emphasizing af-
fordability and addressing 
the city’s growing housing 
needs. A major economic 
initiative under her leader-
ship was the proposed $1.3 
billion Philadelphia 76ers 
downtown arena, fully fi-
nanced by the team. The 
deal includes a $50 million 
community benefits pack-
age, but it has faced opposi-
tion from Chinatown activ-
ists concerned about its po-
tential impact on the neigh-
borhood. Through crime 
reduction, citywide cleanup 
efforts, increased affordable 
housing, and economic 

growth initiatives, Parker 
has positioned her admin-
istration as one focused on 
making Philadelphia a safer, 
cleaner, and more prosper-
ous city. While some initia-
tives have sparked debate, 
her first year in office has 
demonstrated a commitment 
to addressing the city’s most 
pressing challenges.  

2. Councilman Isaiah 
Thomas – A key figure in 
shaping citywide policies, 
Thomas is a crucial voice on 
Council, particularly for ed-
ucation and youth advocacy. 
He championed the Driving 
Equality law, which reclas-
sified certain minor traffic 
offenses to reduce racial 
disparities in traffic stops. 
The law has led to a de-
crease in unnecessary stops 
and improved police-
community relations. Thom-
as continues to advocate for 
equitable policies and has 
been instrumental in budget 
discussions to allocate re-
sources for community de-
velopment and public safety 
initiatives.  

3. Councilman Anthony 
Phillips – A rising star in 
City Council, Phillips repre-
sents the 9th District and 
has quickly established him-
self as an engaged and ef-
fective member. In 2024, he 
passed legislation enabling 
traffic calming measures 
near schools, cracked down 
on illegal truck parking, en-
acted a law to shut down 
nuisance businesses, and 
banned ski masks in public 
facilities. Phillips is dedicat-
ed to improving Philadel-
phia’s quality of life and 
continues his long history of 
advocating for children and 



families as Chair of the 
Committee on Children and 
Youth.  

 
4. Sheriff Rochelle Bilal – 
A trailblazer as the first Af-
rican American woman 
elected as Philadelphia’s 
Sheriff, Bilal has imple-
mented significant initia-
tives to enhance community 
relations. In 2023, her office 
launched the Autism Decal 
Program, providing free de-
cals to alert emergency re-
sponders that a person with 
autism is present in a home 
or vehicle, aiming to im-
prove interactions and safe-
ty. By 2025, the Sheriff’s 
Office became the first law 
enforcement agency in 
Pennsylvania to earn the 
Certified Autism Center
designation, with over 80% 
of personnel completing 
specialized autism training. 
These efforts underscore 
Bilal’s commitment to in-
clusivity and effective com-
munity engagement.  
 

 
5. Councilwoman Cindy 
Bass, also serves as the 
Democratic Ward Leader of 
Philadelphia’s powerful 
22nd Ward, has been a key 
political force in Northwest 
Philadelphia. In 2024, she 
focused on community im-
provements, including food 
security, parks, schools, job 
training, and neighborhood 
development while tackling 
blight and advocating for 
expanded public services. 
Under her leadership, the 
22nd Ward maintained 
strong voter engagement, 
contributing to Philadel-
phia’s 62.9% voter turnout 
in the presidential election. 
Her efforts continue to 

shape the political and so-
cial landscape of Northwest 
Philadelphia.  

6. State Representative 
Chris Rabb, the leader of 
the progressive movement 
in Northwest Philadelphia, 
challenging the traditional 
Democratic power structure. 
Since taking office in 2017, 
he has been a vocal advo-
cate for progressive poli-
cies, focusing on issues 
such as gun control, envi-
ronmental justice, and gov-
ernment transparency. 
In the 2023-2024 legislative 
session, Rabb sponsored 
and co-sponsored several 
key pieces of legislation. 
House Bill 1852 aims to 
strengthen firearm regula-
tions by imposing stricter 
requirements on firearm 
sales and transfers, mandat-
ing security measures for 
gun dealers, and establish-
ing the Retail Licensee In-
spection Fund and the Fire-
arm Dealer Safety Grant 
Program. He also co-
sponsored House Bill 336, 
which seeks to ban the fu-
ture sale of specific assault 
weapons in Pennsylvania to 
enhance public safety. Be-
yond gun legislation, Rabb 
has been active in environ-
mental advocacy. In June 
2024, he introduced a bill 
targeting “greenwashing,” a 
deceptive practice where 
companies falsely market 
their products as environ-
mentally friendly. The legis-
lation aims to protect con-
sumers by ensuring that 
products labeled as green or 
sustainable meet genuine 
environmental standards. As 
the leader of the progressive 
movement in Northwest 
Philadelphia, Rabb contin-
ues to push for policies that 
disrupt the status quo, advo-
cating for reforms in public 
safety, environmental integ-
rity, and government ac-
countability.  
 
 

 
7. Reverend Dr. Alyn E. 
Waller, Senior Pastor of 
Enon Tabernacle Baptist 
Church in Philadelphia, 
continued his influential 
work in ministry and music. 
He released a new single, 
“I’ve Decided To Make Je-
sus My Choice,” showcas-
ing his enduring passion for 
music and ministry.  In 
April 2024, Dr. Waller cele-
brated his 60th birthday 
with a live performance at 
City Winery Philadelphia, 
blending jazz and gospel. 
The event’s proceeds were 
donated to local organiza-
tions supporting young 
Black men and nurturing 
artistic talents in 
youth.  These accomplish-
ments highlight Dr. Wal-
ler’s ongoing commitment 
to community enrichment 
and spiritual leadership.  

8. Kimberly A. Lloyd is the 
President and CEO of the 
Ogontz Avenue Revitaliza-
tion Corporation (OARC), a 
nonprofit organization fo-
cused on economic develop-
ment and community revi-
talization in Northwest Phil-
adelphia. With over 35 
years of experience in cor-
porate finance and banking, 
she previously held execu-
tive roles at City National 
Bank and GMAC Commer-
cial Mortgage/Capmark Fi-
nance, where she managed 
over $500 million in com-

mercial loans. 
Since taking over OARC in 
2014, she has led initiatives 
across five key areas: busi-
ness and economic develop-
ment, housing, community 
engagement, arts and cul-
ture, and sustainability. 
Lloyd is also deeply in-
volved in civic leadership, 
serving as Chair of the 
Board of Trustees at Lin-
coln University and a mem-
ber of organizations like the 
Pennsylvania Society and 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. Her work continues to 
shape the growth and sus-
tainability of Northwest 
Philadelphia. 

 
9. Brandon Brown – For-
merly the Republican 50th 
Ward Chair and PA Black 
Engagement Director for 
Team Trump, Brown re-
cently joined HUD (U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development) in a 
community engagement 
role, expanding his influ-
ence beyond partisan poli-
tics and into federal policy 
implementation. His efforts 
have coincided with a nota-
ble increase in African 
American support for 
Trump in Pennsylvania, 
with 24% of Black men in 
the state voting for Trump 
in 2024, up from 14% in 
2016. 

10. State Representative 
Andre Carroll is a rising star 
in Pennsylvania politics, 
representing the 201st Dis-
trict in Northwest Philadel-
phia. As one of the youngest 
members of the Pennsylva-
nia House of Representa-
tives, Carroll has quickly 
gained prominence for his 

advocacy on social justice, 
education, and economic 
equity. 
A proud member of the 
LGBTQ+ community, Car-
roll’s election marks a sig-
nificant step toward in-
creased representation and 
diversity in the state legisla-
ture. His presence contrib-
utes to the growing number 
of LGBTQ+ elected offi-
cials working to advance 
equality and inclusion in 
Pennsylvania. Before join-
ing the state legislature, 
Carroll was deeply involved 
in community organizing, 
working to address issues 
affecting underserved com-
munities, particularly in 
housing, education, and 
criminal justice reform. His 
legislative priorities contin-
ue to focus on these areas, 
along with advocating for 
stronger LGBTQ+ rights, 
protections against discrimi-
nation, and policies support-
ing marginalized communi-
ties. As his influence grows 
in Harrisburg, Carroll repre-
sents a new generation of 
leadership committed to 
progressive change and eq-
uitable governance. 

11. Congressman Dwight 
Evans – A political veteran, 
Evans continues to bring 
federal resources to Phila-
delphia and remains a heav-
yweight in Pennsylvania 
politics.  

12. State Sen. Art Haywood 
– A key figure in state-level 
politics, Haywood is known 
for his work on economic 
justice and public safety.  
 
 



13. State Rep. Darisha Par-
ker was active in 2024, fo-
cusing on menstrual equity, 
securing community fund-
ing, and consumer protec-
tion. She helped secure $3 
million for menstrual prod-

ucts in schools and $1 mil-
lion for Happy Hollow Rec-
reation Center. She also ad-
vocated for stronger con-
sumer protection laws 
against misleading con-
tracts.  

14. Rev. James Buck – The 
pastor of Grace Baptist 

Church, Buck is a major 
faith leader with deep ties to 
the political community.  

15. Leo Dillinger – As a 
leader in the Germantown 
CDC, Dillinger is deeply 
involved in community de-

velopment and neighbor-
hood revitalization. 
 
Honorable Mention: 
 
DA Larry Krasner 
 
Calvin Tucker, 22nd Ward 
Republican Ward  Leader 
 
Patrick Jones, 59th Ward 
Democratic Ward Leader 
 
Stephen Kinsey, Fmr State 
Rep. 
 

 
Conclusion 
As Philadelphia politics 
continues to evolve, one 
thing remains certain: the 
Northwest is still the engine 
that drives the city’s politi-
cal machine. From the days 
of Marian Tasco, John 
White, and David Richard-
son to the power players of 
today, this region has con-
sistently produced leaders, 
shaped elections, and de-
fined policy debates. 






