
(Emma Lee/WHYY)  

Philadelphia City Councilmember Jim Harrity. (Emma Lee/WHYY)  



Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 

Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 



Councilmember Jim Harri-
ty says residents leave town 
to shop to avoid the tax, 
and claims that costs the 
city lots of revenue. 
 
ByTom MacDonald, WHYY 
 
It’s an old argument that 
some on Philadelphia City 

Council thought was settled 
years ago. Councilmember 
Jim Harrity is resurrecting 
the idea that the city’s tax 
on sugary drinks actually 
costs the city revenue in-
stead of raising funds. 
On Thursday, City Council 
approved Harrity’s resolu-
tion calling for a hearing on 

the matter. He claims shop-
pers go outside the city lim-
its to buy soda and sugary 
drinks for less, leading them 
to also buy their groceries in 
the suburbs, as well. 
Philadelphia receives about 
$75 million a year in reve-
nue from the soda tax, ac-
cording to city officials. 
 
Harrity’s move is the latest 
challenge to the tax since its 
passing in 2016, de-
spite vocal opposition to the 
tax from the soda industry. 
In 2018, the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court upheld the 
tax against claims that it il-
legally duplicated the sales 
tax already applied to 
drinks. 
Harrity claims that the shop-
ping exodus has led to the 
loss of tax revenue and un-
ion jobs, with delivery com-
panies and supermarkets 

cutting staff. 
“I think that we’ll see that 
we’re actually losing money 
on the soda tax,” Harrity 
said. “This is really just a 
tax on the poor because the 
only people that actually are 
buying the soda in Philadel-
phia are those that don’t or 
can’t afford a vehicle. Most 
are seniors and in poor fam-
ilies.” 
 
Harrity lives just a block 
from the intersection of 
Kensington and Allegheny 
avenues, and believes his 
neighborhood and others 
like it are becoming food 
deserts because stores are 
closing under the weight of 
the tax. 
“My neighborhood, it’s a 
very low-income neighbor-
hood, my neighbors travel 
outside the city to get their 
stuff,” he said. “They may 

go to the supermarket for 
something they need for 
dinner at night, but for the 
most part, they’re going out 
once a month or every two 
weeks, to the county, Ben-
salem, places like that and 
buying their soda. And 
while they’re there, they’re 
buying all their groceries.” 
The argument has been the 
same ever since the tax was 
approved by City Council, 
mostly pushed by the unions 
and supermarket owners. 
Council President Kenyatta 
Johnson said he voted for 
the tax and would not sup-
port its repeal, but he said 
council members have a 
right for a hearing if they 
want one. 
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Nearly a dozen peo-
ple testified at a City 
Council hearing 
about how changes 
in the White House 
will be felt in Phila-
delphia.  
 
By Tom MacDonald, 
WHYY 
 
Philadelphia City 
Council held a hear-
ing Wednesday morn-
ing to sound a warn-
ing about how poten-

tial policy changes 
implemented by Don-
ald Trump’s admin-
istration could impact 
the city and how law-
makers and residents 
should prepare. 
Councilmember Rue 
Landau said the city 
needs to be ready for 
anything the Trump 
administration has 
done or plans to do to 
end diversity, equity 
and inclusion in Phil-
adelphia and the 

country. 
“Not everything the 
Trump Administra-
tion says is constitu-
tional and will be en-
forced,” Landau said. 
 
Landau, the first 
openly gay member 
of council, said the 
hearing was to evalu-
ate the path the 
Trump administration 
is on. 
 
“Today is the begin-
ning of figuring out 
what some of that is 
and knowing that we 
have legal experts on 
the ground in Phila-
delphia who are con-
stantly looking at 
what he’s doing, what 
he’s trying to do, and 
get ready for what we 
need to do to fight 
back as well,” Landau 
said. “There’s no 
doubt in my mind that 
we can’t imagine all 
of the disastrous 
things that he’s going 

to try to do to us.” 
 
City Solicitor Renee 
Garcia said there are 
executive orders that 
are in place that main-
tain Philadelphia’s 
status as a sanctuary 
city. Other groups 
testified that the city 
will have to fight 
back decisions made 
in Washington. 
 
“These policies re-
garding mass deporta-
tion are anti-public 
safety and also anti-
family,” said First 
Assistant District At-
torney Bob Listenbee. 
He said just the fear 
of immigration arrests 
and mass deportation 
will hurt the city’s 
ability to prosecute 
some criminals. 
He said if Immigra-
tion and Customs En-
forcement officials 
arrest people outside 
the courthouse across 
the street from City 

Hall, it would instill 
fear in the communi-
ty. 
 
Listenbee believes 
that will keep people 
without legal docu-
ments from testifying 
against criminals be-
cause of fear of de-
portation. 
He added District At-
torney Larry Kras-
ner will be working 
with his colleagues in 
other municipalities 
to fight some of the 
Trump edicts. 
 
Councilmember Ken-
dra Brooks stressed 
Philadelphia’s DEI 
and immigration poli-
cies are not changing. 
“The threat of Trump 
is also the threat of an 
oligarchy, our city has 
to get prepared for 
this reality,” Brooks 
said. 
 

Philadelphia City Councilmember Rue Landau, pic-
tured here speaking at the 4th annual Philadelphia 
Palestine Day, warned residents of the impact Presi-
dent Donald Trump could have on the city at a hearing 
on Jan. 22, 2025. (Carmen Russell-Sluchansky/
WHYY)  

Philadelphia City Councilmember Jim Harrity. (Emma Lee/WHYY)  



SEPTA selected Ken Wein-
stein’s bid to renovate the 
stations as the authority 
faces a massive operating 
deficit.  
 
By Aaron Moselle WHYY 
 
More than 20 years ago, 
SEPTA agreed to lease 
Richard Allen Lane Station 
to real estate developer Ken 
Weinstein. He renovated the 
vacant building in West 
Mount Airy, then brought a 
coffee shop to the first floor 
and rented the apartments 
above. 
The historic property has 
been occupied ever since. 
Now, amid a financial cri-
sis, the cash-strapped au-
thority is set to lease out 
five more Northwest Phila-
delphia rail stations to 
Weinstein, a deal that saves 
SEPTA millions while re-
moving blight in those 
neighborhoods. 
 
The SEPTA Board is ex-
pected to approve the first-
of-its-kind contract during 
its regular meeting on 
Thursday, when it will vote 
on a related resolution. 
“This is a win-win situation 
for SEPTA and the North-
west Philadelphia communi-
ty. These five historic build-
ings have the potential to 
become community hubs – 
benefiting SEPTA riders 
and people in 
the surrounding neighbor-

hoods. It is also another ex-
ample of how we continue 
to do our part to control 
costs and be good stewards 
of taxpayer dollars,” said 
SEPTA spokesperson Kelly 
Greene in a statement. 
 
If approved, Weinstein’s 
company, Philly Office Re-
tail, would pay SEPTA $1 
per year for up to 99 years 
to lease the five stations. 
They are Gravers, Mt. Airy, 
Carpenter, Tulpehocken and 
Upsal. 
Weinstein, who has revital-
ized several historic build-
ings in the area, is thrilled 
SEPTA selected his bid to 
overhaul the stations, which 
sit along the Chestnut Hill 
East Line and the Chestnut 
Hill West Line. 
“Right now, these stations 
bring down the community 
because they’re vacant and 
deteriorated, and blight is 
not good for anybody. By 
restoring and reusing these 
stations, we can help attract 
SEPTA riders, we can help 
create a better quality of life 
for people in the neighbor-
hoods,” said Weinstein. 
 
SEPTA estimates it would 
cost the authority $4 million 
to renovate all five stations. 
It also spends $150,000 a 
year on annual maintenance 
costs. The authority is fac-
ing a $240 million-plus def-
icit in the fiscal year that 
starts July 1. 

Weinstein said he expects to 
spend $1.5 million on the 
project. If his company 

signs a lease with SEPTA 
early next year, the work 
could be completed by the 
middle of 2026. 
All five stations are two sto-
ries, giving Weinstein the 
opportunity to create mixed-
use developments like Allen 
Lane Station. The developer 
has yet to line up any com-
mercial tenants, but said 
there is “strong demand” 
from a coffee shop business 
for Upsal Station. 
 
“Having mixed-use, com-
mercial and residential to-
gether brings us 24/7 securi-
ty. So people are there dur-
ing the day,and people are 
there in the evening, and 
that’s worked really well at 

Richard Allen Station,” said 
Weinstein. 
SEPTA’s financial woes, 
which could result in ser-
vice cuts, are not expected 
to impact the renovations. 
“One of the things that was 
made clear by Philly Office 
Retail and Ken Weinstein is 
that they see these sites as 
community-facing and a 
community benefit, not just 
an asset to the SEPTA rid-
er,” said Greene. 
] 

Graver’s Station in Philadelphia’s Chestnut Hill neighborhood was designed by architect Frank Furness. 
(Kimberly Paynter/WHYY)  



Dave McCormick, the 
state’s freshman Republi-
can senator, calls them 
“disruptive in the best 
sense of the word.” 
 
By John Cole, Pennsylvania 
capital Star 
 
 
President-elect Donald 
Trump has announced his 
cabinet selections over the 
past two months, although 
the process formally begins 
today with the first set 
of Senate hearings for his 
nominees to lead the De-
partments of Veterans Af-
fairs, Defense, and Interior. 
 
U.S. Sens. John Fetterman 
(D-Pa.) and Dave McCor-
mick (R-Pa.) are on oppo-
site sides of the aisle, but 
aren’t entirely falling in line 
or opposing Trump’s selec-
tions. 
 
Fetterman, a member of the 
U.S. Senate Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition 
and Forestry, told 
the Capital-Star at the Penn-
sylvania Farm Show on Jan. 
4 that he “absolutely ex-
pects” to vote for Trump’s 
nominee to lead the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Brooke 
Rollins. 
 
“I’ve met with her,” Fetter-
man said. “Obviously she’s 
going to have some differ-
ent views on some things, 
but overall, she has a strong 
background, and I really 
learned a lot more about 
her.” 
Fetterman added that he 
“can’t imagine” that there 

would be “explosive hear-
ings” on Rollins’ confirma-
tion and said he hopes to 
work with her on crafting 
the next farm bill. 
 
“So I look forward to work-
ing with her, and we’ve ex-
pressed that we’re going to 
find plenty [of] things to 
work together on that and 
deliver for Pennsylvania and 
the farmers,” Fetterman 
said. 
 
Fetterman also serves on 
other committees that will 
hear from Trump’s nomi-
nees: Commerce, Science, 
and Transporta-
tion, Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs, 
and Special Committee on 
Aging.  
McCormick, who was 
sworn in earlier this month 
after defeating longtime in-
cumbent U.S. Sen. Bob Ca-
sey (D-Pa.), serves on the 
following commit-
tees: Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs, Energy and 
Natural Resources, Foreign 
Relations, Special Commit-
tee on Aging, and Joint Eco-
nomic Committee. 
 
Speaking to reporters at the 
Pennsylvania Farm Show 
on Saturday, which was his 
first public appearance in 
the state since becoming 
senator, McCormick said 
he’s already met with sever-
al of Trump’s cabinet nomi-
nees, but is focused on the 
selections that will come in 
front of his committees. 
 
“I’m on the Energy Com-
mittee, so the energy secre-
tary, the interior secretary. 
I’m on the Banking Com-
mittee, so those economic 
people will come through 
me, and I’m on the Foreign 
Relations Committee,” 
McCormick said, adding he 
also planned to meet with 
U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-
Fla.), Trump’s selection for 
secretary of state. 
“My impressions are that 
President Trump promised 
disruption, and he’s nomi-

nating a number of people 
that will be disruptive in the 
best sense of the word,” 
McCormick told the Capital
-Star. “We want change. 
That’s what the American 
people told us. That’s what 
Pennsylvania told us.”  
 
“So, I want to help him in 
any way I can to make sure 
his nominees and he gets the 
team he needs,” he added. 
“But, I’m also a senator 
with responsibility to advise 
and consent, so I take that 
seriously. I’m going to meet 
with each person. I’m going 
to do my responsible due 
diligence, but I’m hopeful 
that we’re going to be able 
to put in place and optimis-
tic we’ll be able to put in 
place a great team for the 

president.” 
 
When asked by the Capital-
Star if he had any reserva-
tions about any of Trump’s 
selections, he reiterated that 
he’s “meeting with each one 
as I go,” and that he’s going 
to “form my judgments as I 
have the opportunity to 
meet with them.” 
 
Fetterman, who recently 
became the first Democrat 
to meet with Trump at Mar-
a-Lago, has met 
with several of Trump’s 
nominees, while many of 
the other Democrats have 
not.  
 
“I don’t know why it would 
be controversial to meet 
with the nominees, some I 

can vote for, like the incom-
ing secretary of agriculture, 
or Marco Rubio or Repre-
sentative Stefanik,” Fetter-
man told reporters on Jan. 4. 
“And there’s others, per-
haps, that I will not, but 
whoever I vote, it’s going to 
be an informed choice. And 
I see that as doing my job.” 
“I don’t see that as contro-
versial,” Fetterman added. 
“I don’t judge people who 
they choose to meet. But I 
hope no one would do the 
same.” 
Republicans hold a multiple 
seat majority in the U.S. 
Senate, so it would likely 
take all of the Democrats 
and multiple Republicans to 
vote in opposition for some 
of his nominees to not be 
confirmed. 

https://apnews.com/article/trump-cabinet-picks-senate-hearings-schedule-4ed7745df0eae49bad07d02d7b16805b
http://www.agriculture.senate.gov/
http://www.agriculture.senate.gov/
https://penncapital-star.com/agriculture-pa-farms/fetterman-says-hell-work-with-mccormick-for-a-better-pennsylvania/
https://www.politicspa.com/fetterman-mccormick-draw-senate-committee-assignments/140325/
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/
http://www.aging.senate.gov/
http://www.aging.senate.gov/
http://www.banking.senate.gov/public
http://www.banking.senate.gov/public
http://www.energy.senate.gov/
http://www.foreign.senate.gov/
http://www.aging.senate.gov/
http://www.aging.senate.gov/
http://www.jec.senate.gov/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/3284451/trump-calls-fetterman-impressive-mar-a-lago-meeting/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/3284451/trump-calls-fetterman-impressive-mar-a-lago-meeting/
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/nation/john-fetterman-trump-cabinet-picks-kash-patel-pete-hegseth-20241226.html
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/nation/john-fetterman-trump-cabinet-picks-kash-patel-pete-hegseth-20241226.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14278833/donald-trump-cabinet-picks-confirmation.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14278833/donald-trump-cabinet-picks-confirmation.html















