
(Emma Lee/WHYY)  



Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 

Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 



By: Ariana Figueroa  
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump 
late Friday announced his 
intent to nominate former 
NFL player and Texas state 
lawmaker Scott Turner to 
lead the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. 

“Scott will work alongside 
me to Make America Great 
Again for EVERY Ameri-
can,” Trump said in a state-
ment. 

Turner, if confirmed by the 
Senate, will administer a 
roughly $68 billion agency 
that provides rental assis-
tance, builds and preserves 
affordable housing, address-
es homelessness and enforc-
es the Fair Housing Act that 
prohibits discrimination in 

housing. 

Turner has some experience 
with housing. During the 
first Trump administration, 
he worked with then-HUD 
Secretary Ben Carson on 
Opportunity Zones, which 
were part of the 2017 law 
that provided tax breaks for 
investors who put money 
into designated low-income 
areas. 

“Those efforts, working to-
gether with former HUD 
Secretary, Ben Carson, were 
maximized by Scott’s guid-
ance in overseeing 16 Fed-
eral Agencies which imple-
mented more than 200 poli-
cy actions furthering Eco-
nomic Development,” 
Trump said. “Under Scott’s 
leadership, Opportunity 
Zones received over $50 
Billion Dollars in Private 
Investment!” 

Turner will be tasked with 
addressing the housing 
shortage of about 3.8 mil-
lion homes for sale and rent, 
according to 2021 estimates 
from Freddie Mac that are 
still relied up-
on. Homelessness has also 
hit a record high of 
653,100 people since Janu-
ary of last year, according to 
a study by the Joint Center 
for Housing Studies of Har-
vard University. 

While on the campaign 
trail, Trump proposed open-
ing up federal lands for 
housing, which would mean 
selling the land for con-
struction purposes with the 
commitment for a certain 
percentage of the units to be 
kept for affordable housing. 
The federal govern-
ment owns about 650 mil-
lion acres of land, or rough-
ly 30% of all land. 

Trump has also opposed 
building multi-family hous-
ing, and has instead favored 
single-family zoning and 
while such land-use regula-
tion is controlled on the lo-
cal level, the federal govern-
ment could influence it. 

During Trump’s first term, 
he proposed slashing many 
of HUD’s programs, alt-
hough those requests were 
not granted by Congress. 
However, for his second 
term he’ll have control of 
both chambers. 

In all of Trump’s budget 
requests, he laid out pro-
posals that would increase 
rent by 40% for about 4 mil-
lion low-income households 
using rental vouchers or for 
those who lived in public 
housing, according to an 
analysis by the left-leaning 
think tank the Brookings 

Institution. 

Trump also called for cut-
ting housing programs such 
as the Community Develop-
ment Block Grant, which 
directs funding to local and 
state governments to reha-
bilitate and build affordable 
housing. 

The former president’s 
budget requests also would 
have slashed the Low-
Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program, known as 
LIHEAP, which assists low-
income families. 

https://www.freddiemac.com/research/insight/20210507-housing-supply
https://www.freddiemac.com/research/insight/20210507-housing-supply
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_Americas_Rental_Housing_2024.pdf
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_Americas_Rental_Housing_2024.pdf
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_Americas_Rental_Housing_2024.pdf
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2024/10/02/housing-where-do-trump-and-harris-stand/
https://washingtonstatestandard.com/2024/10/02/housing-where-do-trump-and-harris-stand/
https://www.gao.gov/managing-federal-lands-and-waters
https://www.gao.gov/managing-federal-lands-and-waters
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/trump-administration-budgets-and-programs-for-people-of-limited-means/#housing-and-rental-assistance
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/trump-administration-budgets-and-programs-for-people-of-limited-means/#housing-and-rental-assistance


Move averts a 
planned January 
fare hike 
 
By John Cole 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
PHILADELPHIA — An-
swering the pleas of public 
transit advocates in south-
eastern Pennsylvania, Gov. 
Josh Shapiro has directed 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) 
Secretary Mike Carroll to 
immediately transfer $153 
million in federal highway 
capital funds to SEPTA. 

“That money will prevent 
service cuts, and that money 
will prevent the dramatic 
increases in fares that SEP-
TA has been contemplating 
at least until next July,” 
Shapiro said Friday at the 
Frankford Transportation 
Center in Philadelphia. “It’s 
going to ensure that the peo-
ple of southeastern Pennsyl-
vania who rely on SEPTA 
every day, that they’re go-
ing to be able to get where 
they need to go, they’re not 
going to face higher costs.” 

SEPTA officials have 
sounded the alarm for 
months about its funding 
challenges and on Nov. 

12 proposed increasing fares 
by over 20% by Jan. 1. 
While that increase has been 
averted, a smaller increase 
of 7.5% goes into effect 
Dec. 1. 

“SEPTA has been in the wa-
ter for two years now, and 
we were going under, and 
today, Governor Shapiro 
has thrown us a lifeline,” 
Ken Lawrence, SEPTA 
Board Chair said at the 
press conference on Friday. 
“While this announcement 
today pauses the death spi-
ral and allows us to tread 
water, we still desperately 
need a permanent, sustaina-
ble funding solution for 
SEPTA and mass transit in 
the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.” 

“While mass transit agen-
cies across the Common-
wealth are struggling, it is 
true, and it is unmistakable, 
that there is one agency that 
will not make it to the next 
summer with the status quo, 
and that is SEPTA,” Shapiro 
said before the announce-
ment. 

Shapiro said the federal 
funds would create a 
“bridge, some time and 
space” for the state House 
and Senate to work toward 
an agreement on funding 

mass transit throughout the 
state. 

Carroll said the measure 
taken by Shapiro on Friday 
was not the first time a gov-
ernor had flexed funding 
towards public transporta-
tion. 

“Governor Rendell did that 
years ago, and it led to the 
passage of a transportation 
bill,” Carroll said. “And I 
remain hopeful that that 
flexing, the flexing that oc-
curs today, will result in a 
serious conversation that 
might result, and hopefully 
will result in a transporta-
tion bill that will land on his 
desk next June.” 

Where the funds are coming 
from 

Following the press confer-
ence, Carroll told reporters 
that funds will be siphoned 
from the following interstate 
projects: I-79 in Mercer 
County, I-80 in Columbia 
County, I-95 in Philadelphia 
County, I-83 York County, 
two I-80 projects in Jeffer-
son County, and I-70 in 
Washington County. 

“Let me be clear, while 
these funds will come from 
seven different highway 
projects across the state, 

none of those highway pro-
jects are under construction 
yet. In fact, none of them 
have even been put out to 
bid,” Shapiro said. “They’re 
a long way off.” 

“And hear me on this, there 
is no reason to keep that 
money on our balance sheet 
in the state when we can 
invest it in SEPTA right 
now,” Shapiro said. 

In addition to the flexing of 
highway funds towards 
SEPTA, Shapiro said he re-
ceived commitments from 
each of the five counties 
that fund SEPTA to increase 
their local share by millions 
of dollars. 

Local Democratic elected 
officials were on hand for 
the announcement, some 
sharing anecdotes of how 
SEPTA has impacted their 
lives, and applauded the 
move from Shapiro.  

“You can’t say you want a 
pro-growth and pro-
business Pennsylvania and 
you are willing to let SEP-
TA depth spiral, because it 
is at the heart of the eco-
nomic engine in Pennsylva-
nia, southeastern Pennsylva-
nia,” Philadelphia Mayor 
Cherelle Parker said, while 
saying Shapiro was 
“walking the walk” by his 
announcement. 

Legislative response 

The Pennsylvania House 
passed a bill on a bipartisan 
basis that would have in-
creased transportation fund-
ing in the state on three oc-
casions, although it did not 
advance in the state Senate, 
which has a Republican ma-
jority.  

Earlier in the week, Shapiro 
said the “ball is squarely in 
the Senate’s court” with re-
gard to passing a transit bill 
and added that he had 
agreed to consider marrying 
it to funding for roads and 

bridges, and regulating and 
taxing skill games. 

But on Friday, Republicans 
criticized Shapiro’s actions 
and said their position had 
not changed.  

“Today’s announcement by 
Gov. Josh Shapiro to ad-
dress the mass transit crisis 
facing SEPTA is a crisis of 
his own making,” Senate 
President Pro Tempore Kim 
Ward (R-Westmoreland) 
said in a statement.  

“Gov. Shapiro and House 
Democrats prioritized edu-
cation over mass transit by 
approving the largest budget 
increase ever for a tradition-
al education system that 
continues to trap Philadel-
phia’s kids in failing 
schools,” Ward added. “The 
bottom line is this: Pennsyl-
vanians — especially those 
in the southeast — are los-
ing out, not because of di-
vided government, but be-
cause Pennsylvania Demo-
crats have chosen to focus 
their priorities and spending 
on one area alone.” 

Democrats, however, as-
sured transportation funding 
will remain top of mind in 
the next session.  

“We must continue and be 
vigilant in this fight. When 
we get back to Harrisburg in 
January, this will remain at 
the top of our agenda,” said 
House Speaker Joanna 
McClinton (D-
Philadelphia), about passing 
a transportation funding bill. 

State Rep. Ed Neilson (D-
Philadelphia) is the head of 
the House Transportation 
Committee. He told the 
Capital-Star on Friday that 
they are looking to pass “a 
comprehensive package” on 
transportation funding that 
would fund ports, roads, 
bridges, and mass transit. 

State Rep. Jordan Harris (D-
Philadelphia), who will 

https://x.com/RepBenWaxman/status/1857178437972029479
https://penncapital-star.com/transportation-infrastructure/septa-proposes-service-cuts-and-fare-increases-of-nearly-30/
https://wwww.septa.org/news/septa-board-approves-7-5-fare-increase-for-dec-1/#:~:text=Earlier%20this%20month%2C%20SEPTA%20announced,all%20modes%20and%20payment%20methods.
https://penncapital-star.com/transportation-infrastructure/shapiro-says-he-will-not-let-septa-fail-as-agency-faces-financial-troubles/
https://penncapital-star.com/transportation-infrastructure/shapiro-says-he-will-not-let-septa-fail-as-agency-faces-financial-troubles/
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serve as the House Appro-
priations Committee chair 
in the next session, called 
the federal flex funds for 
SEPTA “just a stop gap.” 

“This is not the end of the 
road, and we know that,” 
Harris said, adding he 
thinks they will come to-
gether in bipartisan fashion 
to pass a mass transit fund-
ing bill. 

State Sen. Vince Hughes (D
-Philadelphia) will be the 
minority chair for the Sen-
ate Appropriations Com-
mittee in the next session. 
He also called transit fund-
ing “extremely important 
and a high priority.”  

“What you see here is the 
galvanizing all of south-
eastern Pennsylvania, the 
business community, the 
workers, the elected offi-
cials, are all coming togeth-
er around this system and 
sending a message that this 
must get addressed,” 
Hughes told the Capital-
Star in an interview Friday. 
“And we are prepared to 
address it, not just with our 

own self interest in south-
eastern Pennsylvania, but 
we’re prepared to address it 
from a statewide interest. 
Let’s get this thing done for 
the entire commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.”  

But Senate Majority Leader 
Joe Pittman (R-Indiana) 
and Senate Transportation 
Committee Chair Wayne 
Langerholc (R-Clearfield) 
issued a joint statement say-
ing they have not wavered 
from their previous posi-
tion.  

“Our Senate Republican 
Caucus has made it clear 
from the outset that we will 
examine transit funding that 
makes sense and can be jus-
tified to commonwealth 
taxpayers who are being 
asked to pay the bill,” 
Pittman and Langerholc 
said.  

“We reached a bipartisan 
agreement in July to tempo-
rarily fund SEPTA and oth-
er transit agencies to the 
tune of $80.5 million. Con-
ditions of this funding in-
cluded a re-examination of 

the delivery model given 
recent reductions in rid-
ership, which are a direct 
result of Covid, people not 
working full-time in cities, 
and major safety concerns 
within the system,” they 
added. “Rather than making 
prudent, sensible changes, 
they have chosen to politi-
cize and pillage critical in-
frastructure projects for 
other districts which are 
well outside of SEPTA 
reach, ironically, the major-
ity being in Republican dis-
tricts.” 

State Rep. Martina White is 
the only Republican cur-
rently serving in the Penn-
sylvania General Assembly 
whose district is in Phila-
delphia. As recently as Oct. 
22, she voted in support of 
a bill that would increase 
funding for mass transit. 

However, she told the Capi-
tal-Star that she does not 
support Shapiro’s flexing of 
federal funds towards SEP-
TA. 

“Redirecting federal high-
way funds from an already 

underfunded highway sys-
tem to fund SEPTA is rob-
bing Peter to pay Paul,” 
White told the Capital-Star. 
“While public transit fund-
ing is undeniably critical, 
pulling funds from our al-
ready strained highway in-
frastructure is not a sustain-
able solution.”  

“This decision underscores 

a failure to create a long-

term, dedicated funding 

plan for SEPTA, leaving 

both transit riders and 

Pennsylvania drivers vul-

nerable,” she added. 

“Instead of temporary fixes 

and last-minute maneuvers, 

we need real leadership and 

proactive solutions to ad-

dress these challenges com-

prehensively.” 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action2.cfm?sess_yr=2023&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&rc_nbr=1602
https://www.cityandstatepa.com/policy/2024/10/house-lawmakers-pass-mass-transit-funding-bill/400463/
https://www.cityandstatepa.com/policy/2024/10/house-lawmakers-pass-mass-transit-funding-bill/400463/




 
By Aaron Moselle, WHYY 
 
A Philadelphia judge has 
dismissed real estate devel-
oper Ken Weinstein’s peti-
tion to take control of the 
former Germantown 
YWCA, a crumbling city-
owned building that has sat 
vacant since closing more 
than two decades ago. 
The one-page ruling, issued 
Friday by Common Pleas 
Court Judge Ann Butchart, 
states that Weinstein “failed 
to establish” that the historic 
building was blighted and 
abandoned under Act 135. 
The state law provides a 
mechanism for neighbors, 
nonprofits and municipali-
ties to revitalize such prop-
erties in their communities, 
with the goal of putting 
them into productive use. 
If a judge deems a building 
blighted and abandoned un-
der the measure, the proper-
ty can be awarded to a con-
servator, a designation that 
enables it to be sold to a 
new developer. 
 
“Needless to say, the 
Court’s decision is disap-
pointing to me and the 
greater Germantown com-
munity. Residents have 
been working hard to make 
their community a better 
place to live, work and en-
joy. By leaving a key prop-
erty, in the middle of Ger-
mantown, vacant and deteri-
orated for 20 plus years, 
PRA has done a disservice 
to the people of German-

town,” Weinstein said in a 
statement. 
 
A city spokesperson did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 
 
Butchart’s decision follows 
a three-part evidentiary 
hearing that pitted Wein-
stein against the city, which 
argued it has been a diligent 
steward of the Germantown 
Y, which is listed on the 
city’s register of historic 
places. 
 
For more than a century, it 
was a beloved community 
anchor on Germantown Av-
enue. The social service 
agency, the first to integrate 
in Philadelphia, hosted 
clubs and classes and at one 
point served as a vital hub 
for civil rights. 
 
“Our interest was always to 
preserve that building,” tes-
tified David Thomas, chair-
person for the Philadelphia 
Redevelopment Authority, 
which owns the property. 
The PRA seized the Y in 
2013 after its previous own-
er, Germantown Settlement, 
failed to repay a $1.3 mil-
lion loan the authority 
awarded the nonprofit to 
turn the building into a com-
munity center. 
 
Settlement, which wielded 
tremendous power with the 
help of political allies, was 
insolvent when the city is-
sued the loan and later filed 
for bankruptcy over the fi-

nancial mismanagement of 
millions in taxpayer dollars. 
In court, Weinstein argued 
the city had allowed the Y 
to deteriorate all these years, 
and that the building had 
become a dangerous eyesore 
as a result, requiring imme-
diate intervention to prevent 
someone from getting hurt. 
Sam Olshin, a veteran archi-
tect, testified the property is 
in “dire” need of restoration. 
He pointed to loose bricks 
and signs of water damage, 
as well as crumbling back 
steps and a retaining wall on 
the verge of collapse — 
signs he said showed that 
the Y had not been properly 
cared for in at least a dec-
ade. 
 
“There is a lot on this build-
ing that has been neglect-
ed,” said Olshin, the princi-
pal at Atkins Olshin Schade 
Architects, a firm specializ-
ing in preservation and 
adaptive reuse projects. 
 
Thomas acknowledged the 
Y was in poor shape when 
the city seized it from Set-
tlement, but he argued the 
PRA had taken steps to en-
sure the condition of the 
neighborhood landmark did 
not decline to a point that it 
needed to be demolished. 
Those steps included spend-
ing $1.5 million to stabilize 
and secure the building. 
 
Since 2016, city mainte-
nance crews have visited the 
property at least once a 
month, Thomas said. After 

the first part of the eviden-
tiary hearing in March, he 
authorized crews to go to 
the Y to remove debris, put 
up additional fencing and 
post “no trespassing signs.” 
 
“There’s been significant 
development over there, 
which is why we want to 
see this property devel-
oped,” Thomas said in 
court. 
 
In 2016, the PRA selected 
KBK Enterprises to revamp 
the Y. The company is still 
working to secure funding 
for its $18 million plan to 
transform the property into 
a mixed-use development, a 
source of deep frustration 
for many residents who des-
perately want to see the 
property put back into use. 
Weinstein, who has devel-
oped several historic proper-
ties in the neighborhood, 
did not file the petition with 
hopes of taking over for 
KBK. He has maintained 
that he wanted to become a 
conservator in order to 
make repairs and potentially 
sell the building to a new 
developer, possibly for an 
affordable housing project. 
 

Weinstein’s petition was not 
supported by City Coun-
cilmember Cindy Bass, 
whose district includes the 
Y.  
 
Bass did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. She has said it 
was “disappointing that Ken 
Weinstein decided not to 
support this project,” refer-
ring to KBK’s proposal. 
 
In his statement, Weinstein 
said he will ask Judge 
Butchart to “reconsider” her 
decision. If she rejects the 
request, the developer can 
appeal the decision to a 
higher court. 
 
“Based on Act 135’s defini-
tion of blight, we clearly 
established that blight exist-
ed at the historic YWCA as 
of the date of filing and that 
the majority of the blight 
continues to exist at this 
property today,” Weinstein 
said. 

 

Neighbors have long bemoaned the building as an eyesore and have repeatedly called on the city to 
restore the historic property before it’s too late.  

https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-city-council-blight-busting-law-change-act-135/#:~:text=In%20Philadelphia%2C%20nonprofits%20are%20the,hit%20because%20of%20the%20blight.
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-city-council-blight-busting-law-change-act-135/#:~:text=In%20Philadelphia%2C%20nonprofits%20are%20the,hit%20because%20of%20the%20blight.


By: Amanda Becker   
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris’ potentially history-
making bid to become the 
first woman in the White 
House did little to bring 
more women voters into the 
Democratic Party during the 
first presidential election 
after the loss of federal 
abortion rights, with seem-
ingly one exception: women 
over 65. 
 
These women were motivat-
ed by the same issues that 
were important to the over-
all electorate, like the econ-
omy, threats to democracy, 
immigration and abortion, 
something central to Harris’ 
failed bid for the presiden-
cy. They were, however, 
more likely to name priori-
ties like caregiving, aging in 
place and preserving the 
government retirement sav-
ings program Social Securi-
ty as decisive factors, ac-
cording to an AARP analy-
sis of an AP VoteCast sur-
vey of 120,000 registered 
voters. 
 
The specific priorities of 
women over 65 could ex-
plain why they voted for 
Harris at higher rates than 
men their age and moved 
more in Harris’ direction 
than younger women. 
“Social Security … is not an 
issue that people said was 
either first or second most 
important, but 70 percent of 
voters said that Social Secu-
rity was an extremely or 
very important issue in their 
vote, and it was slightly 
higher among voters who 
voted Democratic,” Jeff 
Liszt, a partner at Impact 
Research, a Democratic 
polling firm, said during a 
post-election briefing hosted 
by the AARP. 
 
“And then voters 50+? 
Eighty percent of voters 50+ 
said that Social Security 
was extremely or very im-
portant in their vote,” he 
continued. 
 
Across gender, age and 

race, the electorate largely 
moved away from Demo-
crats this year and the shift 
typically, though not al-
ways, benefited Republican 
President-elect Donald 
Trump. This happened even 
as a record-breaking per-
centage of voters said that 
abortion was their top issue 
and majorities of the elec-
torate across all demograph-
ic groups said they trusted 
Democrats to better handle 
it. 
 
Trump picked up support 
despite his role cementing 
the conservative Supreme 
Court majority that over-
turned Roe v. Wade, the 
dozens of allegations of sex-
ual misconduct against him 
and his conviction last year 
for sexual abuse. He re-
ceived more support from 
women across all age 
groups compared to 2020, 
except for those 65 and old-
er, who swung in Harris’ 
favor by several points: 54 
percent of them backed Har-
ris while her support from 
men of the same age group 
was 44 percent, according to 
CNN exit polls. 
A main takeaway this year 
is that a gender gap that 
many political experts pre-
dicted could be historic did 
not materialize, in part be-
cause the share of the wom-
en’s electorate that Harris 
won decreased across all 
age groups, except for wom-
en over 65. 
 
A gender gap has existed 
in every presidential elec-
tion since 1980, with more 
women supporting the Dem-
ocratic candidate. This year, 
it was smaller than in the 
past two elections. Trump 
competed in both — win-
ning the first, losing the sec-
ond — though each oc-
curred before Roe was over-
turned and the former presi-
dent’s sexual abuse convic-
tion. He has also since been 
convicted of 34 felonies re-
lated to falsifying business 
records to obscure payments 
to an adult film star during 
his first campaign. 
 

The gender gap is typically 
considered the difference 
between the proportions of 
men and women who sup-
ported the winning candi-
date. In 2024, there was a 
10-point gender gap. In 
2020, there was a 12-point 
gender gap. In 2016, there 
was a 11-point gender 
gap, according to the Center 
for American Women and 
Politics at Rutgers Universi-
ty. 
A smaller proportion of 
women overall backed Har-
ris this year than did Presi-
dent Joe Biden in 2020, 
with 53 percent voting for 
her; 45 percent cast ballots 
for Trump, according to a 
CNN analysis of exit polls, 
an imperfect science that 
nonetheless provides an ini-
tial look at the elec-
torate.  The same exit polls 
from the 2020 elec-
tion indicated that 57 per-
cent of women backed 
Biden and 42 percent 
backed Trump. 
The CNN exit polls indicat-
ed that Harris lost support 
across all other age groups 
of women this year. The 
drop ranged from two points 
among 30- to 44-year-old 
women to seven points 
among 45- to 64-year-old 
women.. 
 
But women and men 65+ 
moved roughly equal 
amounts in favor of Harris 
as compared to 2020  — 
and women in this age co-
hort remained more likely 
than men to support the 
Democratic nominee. 
Liszt participated in the 
briefing hosted by the 
AARP, along with Bob 
Ward, a partner at Fabrizio 
Ward, a Republican polling 
firm. The two pollsters ana-
lyzed AP VoteCast da-
ta across 43 of the most 
competitive U.S. House dis-
tricts, most of which were 
also in presidential battle-
ground states. As they lay-
ered gender across age and 
race, a fuller picture started 
to come into focus about 
why women 65 and older in 
these key areas seem to 
have defied the ideological 

shifts seen across other de-
mographic groups. 
 
The AARP analysis showed 
that abortion and immigra-
tion were the top issues 
overall that determined can-
didate choices this year, 
with about one in four vot-
ers naming each as the deci-
sive factor. The economy 
and jobs ranked at a close 
second, though it became 
the top issue overall when 
expanded to include infla-
tion and Social Security in 
the broader category of 
“personal economic issues.” 
Voters 65 and older were 
also far more likely than 
those in other age groups to 
say “protecting democracy” 
was at least a “very im-
portant” issue to them. 
About 90 percent of 50+ 
women said that protecting 
democracy was very im-
portant, compared to 79 per-
cent of men. 
 
While women over 50 were 
less likely than men the 
same age to name “personal 
economic issues” as the 
most determinative, more of 
them specifically picked 
Social Security. Women in 
this age group preferred 
Democrats’ approach, with 
59 percent of them reporting 
that Social Security is or is 
expected to be a “major 
source” of income for their 
household. Fifty-one per-
cent of men the same age 
said the same, the AARP 
analysis showed. 
 
The biggest gender gaps in 
50+ voters were on the is-
sues of abortion and immi-
gration, with women priori-
tizing the former and men 
the latter, the pollsters said. 
Voters caring for an elderly, 
ill or disabled adult were 
more likely to vote for Har-
ris and more women than 
men over 65 reported being 
a caregiver. Women over 50 
were also 10 points more 
likely than men to say they 
trusted Democrats more 
than Republicans to “help 
seniors live independently.” 
AARP’s takeaways are sup-
ported by interviews The 

19th did with 65+ women 
ahead of the November 
elections. 
 
Take Kathryn Engelhard, 
69. She said after a mid-
October Harris campaign 
event in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, that protect-
ing Social Security was her 
top concern, followed by 
health care, specifically the 
GOP policies related to re-
productive rights and abor-
tion. 
 
Sue Shomsky, a 70-year-old 
Michigan voter who backed 
Harris, said she was inspired 
to put up yard signs and go 
door-knocking for the first 
time this year because of the 
January 6, 2021, insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol, 
which she saw as a threat to 
democracy, as well as Re-
publican abortion policies, 
which she considers a threat 
to her grandchildren. 
“You know, after January 6, 
I said: ‘My God, we cannot 
let this man get back in the 
White House.’ I’m going to 
do everything I can to pro-
tect the rights of my daugh-
ter and my granddaughters. 
Whatever it takes, I’m will-
ing to do it,” Shomsky told 
The 19th in late October. 
The AARP analysis was 
based on AP VoteCast, 
which surveys more than 
120,000 registered voters 
across all states and is con-
ducted by NORC at the Uni-
versity of Chicago for Fox 
News, PBS NewsHour, The 
Wall Street Journal and The 
Associated Press. These in-
terviews, conducted in Eng-
lish and Spanish, took place 
in the final week before 
Election Day and reflect 
responses from registered 
voters who cast ballots in 
person, early, absentee, by 
mail or decided not to vote. 
It is a more expansive sur-
vey than the exit polls ana-
lyzed by CNN, which were 
compiled by doing volun-
tary interviews with about 
23,000 voters. 
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Mosbrucker-Garza, WHYY  
 
Tami Sortman, president of 
the Washington Square 
West Civic Association, has 
lived in the neighborhood 
since the late 1990s. That 
means she shopped with 
Center City Philadelphia 
retailers when it was known 
as the Gallery, as well as 
after its renovation into the 
Fashion District. 
It also means she watched 
the indoor mall struggle de-
spite a $350 million 
facelift and the subse-
quent bankruptcy of a key 
business partner. Develop-
ers once promised the retro-
fitted mall would generate 
nearly $200 million in new 
tax revenues over 20 years 
while bringing thousands of 
jobs in exchange for $90 
million in subsidies. But “it 
never turned into what it 
was supposed to be because 
COVID hit,” Sortman told 
WHYY News. 
 
She wasn’t the leader of her 
local community organiza-
tion that could influence 
commercial development on 
Market East until three 
years ago. The volunteer 
board meets regularly with 
real estate developers who 
have plans that could affect 
the neighborhood, like 
buildings that have been 
under construction for years 
several doors down from 
historic rowhomes. 
 
“We’re eager to learn more 
about projects and invest-
ments that enhance the eco-
nomic viability of our 
neighborhood and Center 
City,” Sortman said. She 
praised projects like the 
Honickman Center by Jef-
ferson Health as one way to 
revitalize pedestrian spaces 
and bring both people and 
jobs to the community. “But 
it’s only one block,” she 
said. 
In August, representatives 
of Comcast Spectacor ap-
proached the Washington 
Square West Civic Associa-
tion board about an idea as 
an alternative to a plan for a 
new NBA basketball are-
na for redevelopment on 
Market Street east of City 

Hall, Sortman said. The 
board agreed to a closed-
door meeting to hear them 
out, just like it did when ap-
proached repeatedly by rep-
resentatives of the Sixers 
about arena plans on the 
same footprint, she said. 
“We have open [board] 
meetings all the time. If 
there is an organization that 
wants to come and speak to 
us about anything, [as] the 
board, we are open to it. I 
have an open-door policy,” 
she said. 
 
So she’s been confused 
about why Comcast’s 
“vision” for the Fashion 
District floated to her has 
been interpreted as a contro-
versial move. 
 
“I’m not sure why our meet-
ing was such an explosive 
thing when it was presented 
to the city, then it was pre-
sented to Chinatown, and 
we’re the third group they 
presented to,” she said. 
“They brought it to us say-
ing, ‘Here’s an idea.’ This is 
just an idea, that’s it. It was 
a big kind of dump of infor-
mation to us. There wasn’t 
any major deep dive. They 
didn’t get into those logis-
tics of zoning.” 
 
Neither the Philadelphia 
Chinatown Development 
Corporation, the city of 
Philadelphia nor Mayor 
Cherelle Parker’s admin-
istration responded to fact-
checking by WHYY News 
regarding the Comcast 
Spectacor idea for Market 
East. But Councilmember 
Mark Squilla, who repre-
sents the area, replied that 
he got a copy of the Com-
cast presentation. 
As of Sept. 6, the civic asso-
ciation’s board has endorsed 
neither the Comcast vision 
nor the Sixers’ arena pro-
posal. 
 
“Our community has spoken 
out about it for sure. All the 
statistics that we put togeth-
er in regards to question-
naires we sent out to our 
neighbors, overwhelmingly 
right now, they have been 
against the arena,” she said. 
“But the board, ourselves, 
have not spoken out. We’re 

just digesting all of this in-
formation that just came 
out.” 
That means the board is still 
reading the arena studies, 
which are hundreds of pages 
long each. 
 
Comcast Spectacor sent 
Todd Glickman, its chief 
revenue officer and govern-
ment affairs chief, to the 
meeting, and hired architect 
William McDowell, Sort-
man said. 
Here’s what Comcast Spec-
tacor pitched: a verbal 
presentation with several 
graphic renderings about 
what’s possible if the Sixers 
kill their standalone Market 
East arena idea and stay at 
Wells Fargo Center. It 
would include a biomedical 
hub inside the less popular 
section of the Fashion Dis-
trict. 
 
Comcast Spectacor declined 
a news interview with a rep-
resentative authorized to 
speak to the media, but did 
submit a statement. 
“Our hope is that the 76ers 
will remain in South Phila-
delphia as a partner in the 
Wells Fargo Center,” said 
Dan Hilferty, chairman and 
CEO of Comcast Spectacor 
in a statement. “We contin-
ue to offer the 76ers a 50/50 
partnership. This includes 
the opportunity to build a 
new arena, on an accelerat-
ed timeline.” 
 
In response to questions 
about the verbal presenta-
tion with renderings, Com-
cast Spectacor described 
that any development is not 
competitive with the arena 
but would only move for-
ward if “the 76ers decide to 
stay in South Philadelphia,” 
because the company “also 
recognizes the need to revi-
talize Market East.” 
Ultimately, Hilferty said 
that the company “felt a re-
sponsibility to share an al-
ternative solution that cre-
ates benefits for all commu-
nity members and enhances 
Philadelphia’s vibrant 
downtown.” 
 
So what was the general 
vibe after the meeting in late 
August? 

“Having a building that is a 
medical science building 
seemed to be not a bad idea. 
My concern was what 
would happen on the Mar-
ket East side. Because that’s 
our side and our side is full 
of empty storefronts,” said 
Sortman. “The board felt it 
was not a bad idea. But I 
can’t speak [for] every 
board member.” 
It’s unclear how realistic 
Comcast Spectacor’s cur-
rent vision would be. 
As it stands, the Fashion 
District is owned, operated 
and its debt has been paid 
off by Macerich, a Santa 
Monica, California-based 
real estate business. 
Neither the company nor the 
Sixers would confirm that a 
previously announced pur-
chase agreement for roughly 
one-third of the Fashion 
District was still under con-
tract. 
The Sixers did not respond 
to comment for this story. 
In December 2023, the 
Fashion District had an oc-
cupancy rate of 80% — 
which means 20% of the 
stores don’t have active re-
tail tenant leases. 
“We have not been ap-
proached by Comcast re-
garding [the] Fashion Dis-
trict,” said Kurt Ivey, senior 
vice president of marketing 
at Macerich, in a recent 
email. “We can tell you, we 
are very excited to be work-
ing with the Sixers on their 
new arena.” 
About the Fashion District 
mall debt: Macerich was on 
the hook for 100% of the 
mortgage owed due in Janu-
ary 2024 after Philadelphia-
based PREIT filed for bank-
ruptcy and sold its stake. 
The mall renovation debt 
had a floating interest rate 
instead of a fixed percent-
age, meaning in a high-
interest-rate environment, 
the company has to repay 
more money. In April 2024, 
Macerich repaid the last 
chunk of that mortgage — 
$8.1 million, according to 
U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission rec-
ords. 
 
But Sortman isn’t hyper-
focused on Comcast Spec-
tacor versus the Sixers. She 

just wants to see a cohesive 
vision for all property own-
ers in the Market East com-
mercial corridor. 
 
“Here’s my thing: We’ve 
got City Hall on one end. 
We’ve got the historic dis-
trict on the other, and then 
[we’ve] got a bridge that 
connects the two. That is 
broken right now,” she said. 
She floated various ideas of 
a satellite destination store 
for Hershey’s, M&M’s, 
Peanut Chews, Peeps and 
Herr’s potato chips that 
would be a homegrown 
Pennsylvania landmark and 
tourist attraction. But she’s 
never gotten the chance to 
share any of those ideas 
with economic development 
leaders at the city or busi-
ness districts. 
 
“Why aren’t we capitalizing 
on our own industries here 
in this market in Philadelph-
ia?” 
 
So far, the only city entity 
the group has collaborated 
with closely has been the 
Streets Department. She 
chalked that reality up to 
new leadership “all getting 
their feet wet right now,” 
but that she’s excited to dig 
in with “awesome women 
leaders.” 
 
“I’ve got vacant spaces all 
over the neighborhood that 
have been vacant since I’ve 
lived here,” she said. 
And she’s got ideas about 
how to insert art and tempo-
rary history installations to 
replace papered window 
storefronts. 
 
“How do I get window 
graphics to be put in these 
buildings for now?” she 
said. “But to try and even 
get ahold of these organiza-
tions to ask them for that 
permission — to do that is 
so much work. And it 
shouldn’t be.” 
 
















