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Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 

Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change without notice. 



Researchers analyzed 
nearly 700,000 records of 
home sales in the city from 
2000 through 2021. 
 
By Aaron Moselle, WHYY 
 
New research shows Phila-
delphia remains a city of 
homeowners but is less af-
fordable than it’s historical-
ly been — over the last few 
years but also over the past 
two decades — even as the 
number of homeowners re-
mained virtually unchanged. 
 
“The affordability of the 
city’s market is changing. 
It’s absolutely changing,” 
said Octavia Howell, a man-
ager with the Philadelphia 

Research and Policy Initia-
tive of the Pew Charitable 
Trusts. 
 
While the median sale price 
for an entry-level home de-
creased between 2021 and 
2023, the median monthly 
mortgage payment for those 
homes increased as a result 
of higher interest 
rates, according to a report 
Pew released Tuesday. 
 
In 2021, the median mort-
gage payment was $944. 
Two years later, the total 
had risen by nearly a third, 
to $1,213. 
 
The jump is part of a broad-
er trend that has made Phila-
delphia a tougher place to 
buy a home, particularly for 
people with low and moder-
ate incomes. 
 
In 2000, low-cost homes — 
priced at $100,000 or less 
— accounted for about half 
of all transactions made by 
so-called “traditional” pur-
chasers. These are people 
who used a mortgage to buy 
a home. 
 
By 2021, that figure had 
plummeted to 3%. 
 
During the same span, more 
expensive homes — priced 

at $400,000 or more — rose 
from 3% of all transactions 
to 23%. 
 
“We did see an increase in 
high-income borrowers in 
the city of Philadelphia 
compared to 2000,” said 
Howell. 
 
These trends appear to be 
impacting who can ac-
cess homeownership. 
According to the report, the 
number of Asian borrowers 
rose 157% between 2000 
and 2021. During the same 
period, the number of His-
panic borrowers increased 
48% while the number of 
white borrowers increased 
by 8%. 
The city’s Black population 
had fewer borrowers, how-
ever. The number of mort-
gages issued dropped 25% 
during a time when the 
number of Black residents 
in the city remained rela-
tively unchanged. 
“One of the things we were 
interested in this research is 
understanding how the mar-
ket changes were impacting 
individuals, and there’s this 
question of, ‘Are people 
continuing to be able to ac-
cess the market?’ And for 
Black households in particu-
lar, the answer seems to be 
not quite so much,” said 

Howell. 
 
The Pew report does not 
delve into the reasons why. 
It does note that the number 
of Black residents applying 
for a mortgage dropped 
64% between 2005 and 
2019 — more than any oth-
er racial or ethnic group, 
according to an analysis by 
the Delaware Valley Re-
gional Planning Commis-
sion. 
 
Lenders offering conven-
tional mortgage loans have 
historically favored white 
applicants over Black appli-
cants. A report published by 
the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia in 2021 found 
that Black mortgage appli-
cants were nearly three 
times more likely to be de-
nied by lenders than white 
applicants that year. 
 
Many Black applicants were 
rejected because of their 
credit history. Researchers 
have also traced the dispari-
ty to low credit scores, debt-
to-income ratio and the lin-
gering impacts of redlining. 
The discriminatory practice 
dates back to the 1930s and 
saw mortgage lenders deny 
loan requests based on race. 
 
Courtney Johnson Rose, 

president of the National 
Association of Real Estate 
Brokers, said all of those 
factors have diminished 
consumer confidence 
among Black households, 
particularly when layered on 
top of a tight housing mar-
ket. 
 
While they may not know 
the reasons why more Black 
mortgage applicants are de-
nied, Black consumers do 
know it’s more challenging 
for them to get a home loan, 
said Rose. 
 
“All you know is, ‘This is 
harder for me to go to the 
bank to get approved and to 
get a home.’ What you do 
know as a Black consumer 
is, ‘I don’t see a lot of my 
family, friends, colleagues 
that look like me also doing 
this,’” she said. 
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The current contract be-
tween Temple Health and 
Keystone First health in-
surance was set to expire 
after July 31. 
 
By Nicole Leonard, WHYY 
 
Temple Health in Philadel-
phia and health insurer 
Keystone First have reached 
a new contract deal, avoid-
ing what would have been a 
major disruption in care for 
thousands of patients. 
 
A new two-year deal means 

that all Temple Health hos-
pitals and physicians will 
remain in-network for peo-
ple with Keystone First 
health insurance, which is 
the largest Medicaid provid-
er in Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. 
 
The agreement includes 
higher insurance reimburse-
ments for delivered health 
care services, “which takes 
into account the significant 
cost increases that all health 
care providers bear for 
providing the high-quality 

care and comprehensive 
services that patients and 
communities expect and 
deserve,” Michael Young, 
Temple Health CEO and 
president, said in a state-
ment. 
 
The two parties reached an 
agreement less than a week 
before their current contract 
was set to expire after July 
31. 
 
After months of negotia-
tions and no deal, Temple 
Health began notifying pa-

tients several weeks ago 
that their care might no 
longer be covered if the 
health system did not agree 
to a new contract with Key-
stone by the summer dead-
line. 
 
Keystone First officials said 
in a statement that they are 
“pleased that Temple 
Health will remain in our 
robust network of provid-
ers.” 

A single-family home in the East 
Falls neighborhood in Philadel-
phia in 2023. (Kristen 
Mosbrucker-Garza/WHYY)  

https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-homeownership-rate-high-despite-residential-property-sales-drop/
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/reports/2024/07/single-family-home-sales-in-philadelphia


With more than a month 
left of the program, over a 
dozen county agencies 
have waitlists. “Demand is 
outrageous,” one official 
said. 
 
By Sophia Schmidt. WHYY 
 
Kimyatta Connor does not 
have any air conditioning in 
her two-story home in Phil-
adelphia’s Hunting Park 
neighborhood. She used a 
box fan to try to stay cool 
when temperatures soared 
into the upper nineties earli-
er this month — but said the 
fan only blew hot air. 
 
“It was a heat wave, and I 
had a darn fan,” she said. “I 
was in here sweating bul-
lets. People die from heat 
stroke.” 
 
It’s the second summer that 
Connor has tried to sign up 
for a state pilot program 
that provides free air condi-
tioners through a federally 
funded energy assistance 
program traditionally used 
in Pennsylvania to help low-
income households pay 
their heating bills. Both 
years, she has not been able 
to successfully sign up. 
 
This summer, Connor said 
she brought documentation 
proving her eligibility for 
the program to 
a Neighborhood Energy 
Center managed by the En-
ergy Coordinating Agency, 
one of two agencies that 
administer the program in 
Philadelphia. She said she 
followed up by phone, but 
never heard back. 
 
“I don’t know what’s the 
hold-up,” Connor said. “I 
don’t know what’s going 
on.” 
 
The Energy Coordinating 
Agency, the state’s top pro-
vider of air conditioning 
units and repairs through the 
program last summer, has 
been swamped with inquir-
ies and has already obligat-
ed its entire allocation for 
the season, officials 
said. PHDC, the other agen-

cy that administers the pro-
gram in the city, has also 
run out of funding. 
With more than a month left 
of summer, this year’s $5.3 
million budget for the cool-
ing program — significantly 
less than the over $8 million 
local agencies were allocat-
ed last summer — has not 
been enough to meet de-
mand in some parts of the 
state. Already, more than a 
dozen county-level agencies 
have told state officials they 
have depleted their funds 
and are starting waitlists. 
 
“The demand is overwhelm-
ing,” said Cynthia Olidge, 
director of heating at the 
Energy Coordinating Agen-
cy. “Because of the temper-
ature … demand is outra-
geous.” 
 
Pennsylvania’s LIHEAP 
cooling pilot program is 
now in its third year, and 
provides eligible households 
either two Energy Star–
rated room air conditioner 
units, one unit and a fan, or 
repair or replacement of an 
existing but broken central 
air conditioning system or 
heat pump. 
 
It’s funded with federal 
Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program money 
left over from the winter 
heating season. 
 
Eligibility for the program 
is narrow. In order to quali-
fy, a household must have 
received LIHEAP assistance 
this past November through 
April or be currently receiv-
ing federally funded weath-
erization assistance. 
 
Because of this, there is no 
centralized way to apply for 
the program directly. Some 
county-level weatherization 
agencies reached out to eli-
gible clients to enroll them 
in the program. State offi-
cials recommend that peo-
ple who qualify for the LI-
HEAP cooling program call 
their local weatherization 
agency if they have not yet 
heard from them. 
 

In Philly, the Energy Coor-
dinating Agency contacted 
roughly 300 people who 
were already in the organi-
zation’s system because 
they had received qualifying 
assistance this past winter, 
officials said. 
The agency also received 
hundreds of emails, phone 
calls and walk-in visits 
about the program, as well 
as referrals from Neighbor-
hood Energy Centers, elect-
ed officials and doctors, 
Olidge said. 
“They haven’t stopped com-
ing in,” she said. 
But the Energy Coordinat-
ing Agency cannot accom-
modate all of these inquir-
ies. As of Tuesday, the 
agency had served roughly 
575 households through the 
cooling program this sum-
mer and had jobs pending 
for roughly 50 more. The 
agency has not had enough 
funding or staff capacity to 
address at least 1,000 other 
inquiries about the program 
so far this summer, and esti-
mates that number could 
grow to 2,000 before the 
season is over. 
PHDC expects to serve 
roughly 130 households 
through the program this 
summer, but lacks funding 
to serve roughly 70 other 
households who tried to 
sign up, said spokesperson 
Jamila Davis. 
It’s not just Philly where 
demand for air conditioners 
has outpaced funding for the 
LIHEAP cooling program. 
Action Housing, which 
serves Allegheny, Washing-
ton and Greene counties and 
was the second biggest pro-
vider through the program 
last summer, had a waitlist 
of around 500 households as 
of Tuesday, said Director of 
Weatherization Services 
Pamela Miljus. The agency 
has only served 60 house-
holds so far this summer 
and plans to perform jobs 
for at least 40 more off the 
waitlist. 
 
“The demand is far greater 
than the funding that we 
will have to spend,” Miljus 
said in an email. 

 
Luxton thinks above-normal 
temperatures so far this 
summer have driven de-
mand for air conditioners, 
just as he sees winter appli-
cations for LIHEAP assis-
tance surge during cold 
weather. 
 
“This summer thus far has 
been relentless, and that di-
rectly impacts this over-
whelming number of folks 
applying for the program,” 
he said. 
 
Advocates say rising tem-
peratures in Pennsylva-
nia due in part to human-
caused climate change make 
air conditioning increasing-
ly crucial. But in Philadel-
phia, resources are limited. 
 
 2023 report by the nonprof-
it Esperanza and Communit
y Legal Services called on 
lawmakers to allocate per-
manent state funding to sup-
plement Pennsylvania’s fed-
eral LIHEAP allocation to 
provide not only air condi-
tioners but also cooling bill 
assistance. A survey by the 
two organizations found 
that while a small fraction 
of respondents in low-
income Philly neighbor-
hoods lacked air condition-
ers in their homes, a majori-
ty struggled to afford their 
summer energy bills. 
 
In Philadelphia, where ele-
ments of the built environ-
ment like pavement and 
buildings trap heat and can 
raise temperatures further, 
the number of cooling de-
gree days — a measure used 
to estimate energy require-
ments for air conditioning 
that calculates how much 
warmer the mean tempera-
ture at a location is than 65°
F — has trended up in the 
summer in recent decades. 
 
Luxton said his agency 
could use double the fund-
ing for the LIHEAP cooling 
program next summer. 
“Even then, we might be 
sitting here at the same time 
[saying] that wasn’t enough 
either,” he said. “It clearly 

is getting hotter, and that 
just simply drives the folks 
that are wanting an air con-
ditioner. It makes perfect 
sense. In the poorest big city 
in the country, we have to 
realize that and build for it.” 
Some Pennsylvanians have 
also struggled with an 
opaque process for signing 
up for the program. 
 
Tina Bryant, a resident of 
North Philly with respirato-
ry health issues, said she 
hoped to receive a new air 
conditioner through the pro-
gram, since her current win-
dow unit does not effective-
ly cool her home. But she 
was not aware that in order 
to qualify, she would need 
to have received LIHEAP 
assistance this past winter. 
She has received winter LI-
HEAP assistance in the 
past, but recently stopped 
applying for it, since her 
heating bill is now included 
in her rent, which compli-
cates the application pro-
cess, she said. 
 
Without understanding the 
eligibility requirements or 
enrollment process, Bryant 
said she tried unsuccessfully 
to sign up for the air condi-
tioner program through 
Pennsylvania’s benefits por-
tal over the course of two 
weeks — an exhausting task 
since she is recovering from 
a stroke. 
 
“They’re making it harder 
… for people with disabili-
ties and older people,” she 
said. “We need help, and we 
can’t get it.” 
The program closes Aug. 
31. 
 



By James Williams, Editor-
in-Chief 
 
As another presidential elec-
tion approaches, American 
political independents find 
themselves in a usual politi-
cal predicament. They have 
to make a choice between 
two candidates that appeal 
to and seek the support of 
the radical fringe of their 
respective political parties 
or ideologies: the far-left 
and the far-right. Or shall 
we say the radical-
progressives or the ultra-
conservatives. 
 
Neither option is truly satis-
fying to the “exhausted ma-
jority” in the middle. Ac-
cording to a report that Gal-
lup released in January 
2024, Americans are identi-
fying as  Independents – 
43% identified as Independ-
ents in 2023, 27% identify 
as Democrats and Republi-
cans. Republicans maintain 
a slight edge in leaned party 
identification and more 
Americans identify as con-
servatives and moderates. 
 
Since 1991, less Americans 

identify with either Demo-
crats or Republicans. But 
this number has changed 
drastically since 2014. 
 
According to Gallup: 
“Democratic identification 
has now declined by one 
point in each of the past 
three years. These declines, 
and the new low registered 
in 2023, are likely tied to 
President Joe Biden’s un-
popularity. Biden’s job ap-
proval ratings have largely 
been around 40% since late 
2021, and were consistently 
below that mark in October, 
November and December.” 
 
Also note that most Inde-
pendents lean a certain way, 
either right or left. Meaning, 
even though they are regis-
tered as an Independent, 
they tend to have more in 
common with one of the 
two parties. 
 
According to Gallup: 
“Independent Leanings 
Give Republicans a Slight 
Edge in Party Preferences. 
All Gallup survey respond-
ents who identify as inde-
pendents are then asked 

whether they lean more to-
ward the Republican Party 
or the Democratic Party. 
Last year, slightly more in-
dependents leaned Republi-
can than leaned Democratic. 
As a result, a combined 
45% of U.S. adults identify 
as Republicans or lean to-
ward the GOP, while 43% 
are Democrats or Democrat-
ic leaners.” 
 
This makes for an interest-
ing election cycle consider-
ing both parties have been 
doubling down on their 
base. But is that smart? For 
example, I believe Trump’s 
VP choice JD Vance was 
basically doubling down for 
a base that wouldn’t break 
with Trump for anything. 
Trump should have picked 
someone that would have 
expanded his base or some-
one that could solidify mod-
erate voters, since he owns 
the conservatives. Here’s 
why Trump’s pick was so 
bad: Biden has governed his 
whole presidency appealing 
to his liberal base; however, 
he was a moderates tradi-
tionally. VP Harris presents 
a different challenge, 

throughout her career she 
has proven to be a true lib-
eral. 
 
Only about 25% of Inde-
pendents consider them-
selves liberal, 36% con-
servative, and 36% moder-
ate. Look and you will see 
both candidates move to the 
center on issues to attract 
moderate voters. It may be 
difficult for the Democrats 
to move more aggressively 
to the considering 53% of 
Democrats consider them-
selves as liberal, 35% con-
sider themselves moderate, 
and 11% conservative. And 
the Republicans don’t look 
much different with 73% 
identifying as conservative, 
and only 22% consider 
themselves as moderate. 
Just looking at political 
leanings within the parties, 
we can see why they can 
work together in Congress 
to pass legislations, our 
elected officials need to be 
highly partisan to survive 
either party’s primaries. In 
today’s climate it’s hard to 
survive as a moderate in ei-
ther party, which is why our 
politics are so intense now 

and our government bodies 
are in gridlock. Both parties 
have made endangered spe-
cies out of the moderates 
and positioned themselves 
(not in their best political 
interest) to not work with 
the other party. 
 
Which is why our Independ-
ent friends are so important 
in presidential elections. 
They are the discerning 
voice that votes solely on 
principle and the issues. 
They are the ones that ig-
nore the voices that say ‘this 
election is too important to 
vote for anyone other than 
the Democrat and Republi-
can candidates’. They are 
the ones that provide bal-
ance to our system. 
 
And because of this, every 
presidential election cycle 
during the general election, 
both parties begin to gradu-
ally move to the center at 
the conclusion of their par-
ty’s convention. 

 

 





Saleema  Lovelace, born and bred Philadelphian, Saleema Lovelace is the Founder/CEO of 
Lovelace & Associates Consulting Services LLC. Ms. Lovelace founded her thriving con-
sulting firm after working for State Representative W. Curtis Thomas as a legislative assis-

tant. She started off as a notary and has since worked for a number of attorneys, judges, 
celebrities, and realtors. Her skills and reach extend to political campaigns, youth advocacy 

through scholarship and mentorship, and public relations. 
 

She has managed high-profile events such as the dedication of “Smokin’” Joe Frazier 
Boulevard in Philadelphia and served as the business manager (including PR, booking, 
logistics, and travel) for author Deloris E. Jordan (NBA icon Michael Jordan’s sister.) 
Ms. Lovelace graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Correctional Support from the 

University of Phoenix and has an associate’s degree in human services. She is currently 
working on her master’s degree in psychology and is a soon to be graduate of the 

American Academy McAllister Institute for Mortuary and Science. 
 

A natural born connector, you want someone as plugged into the heart of Philadelphia as 
Ms. Lovelace is advocating on your behalf. She is committed to putting her customers first 

with high quality service that provides action and reserve. 











By Nick Fields, 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
A high-water mark, or an 
indication of a red tide in 
November? That’s the key 
question as we examine the 
Pennsylvania Republican 
Party’s latest voter registra-
tion gains. 
 
I actually originally chose 
this moment because it’s 
about halfway between my 
last update in April and the 
state’s voter registration 
deadline in October. Instead 
it’s a chance to chronicle 
what the trends were right 
before the Democratic Pres-
idential nomina-
tion shifted from Joe Biden 
to Kamala Harris; as well as 
track how this new Harris/
Trump race does or does not 
move the numbers over the 
next three months.   
 
Back in April, the Demo-

cratic registration advantage 
statewide stood at 
D+397,241. Today that lead 
dwindles to D+360,982: as 
Dems lost 2,214 registrants, 
while Republicans gained 
34,045 and Independents 
added 41,475. 
 
Where did those GOP gains 
come from, and what does 
that tell us about the race 
ahead? Let’s dive into the 
numbers and try to find out. 
A quick note: I explore our 
changing voter trends by 
tracking the gains one party 
accumulated in registrations 
over the other party. For 
example, R+500 means that 
the Republican Party gained 
a net 500 more registered 
voters in that county than 
the Democratic Party did 
over this period, while 
D+500 indicates the oppo-
site. 
 
Central 

Blair: R+513 
Bradford: R+310 
Cameron: R+6 
Centre: R+48 
Clearfield: R+431 
Clinton: R+147 
Columbia: R+290 
Elk: R+183 
Huntingdon: R+107 
Juniata: R+69 
Lycoming: R+380 
McKean: R+116 
Mifflin: R+211 
Montour: R+17 
Northumberland: R+242 
Potter: R+51 
Snyder: R+101 
Sullivan: R+62 
Tioga: R+149 
Union: R+44 
 
It’s been a relatively sleepy 
summer out here in Central 
Pennsylvania, but the ex-
citement is sure to come 
back in the fall when stu-
dents return to Penn State 
and Bucknell Universities. 
So if there’s any renewed 

Democratic enthusiasm 
among young people, we 
should see some signs there. 
Conversely, if the War in 
Gaza is still ongoing, we’ll 
likely witness plenty of pro-
tests as well. 
 
Northeast 
Carbon: R+441 
Lackawanna: R+875 
Luzerne: R+1,376 
Monroe: R+557 
Pike: R+289 
Schuylkill: R+531 
Susquehanna: R+156 
Wayne: R+283 
Wyoming: R+128 
 
Ever since Donald Trump’s 
2016 upset, when Hillary 
Clinton lost enough votes in 
the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
corridor alone to cost her 
the entire commonwealth, 
I’ve kept a close eye on this 
region. Native son President 
Joe Biden was supposed to 
get back to those Obama-

level margins here, but he 
ended up securing only a 
modest three- 
point improvement in 
Lackawanna and Luzerne 
counties. 
 
At the same time, without 
Trump on the ticket, Demo-
cratic statewide candidates 
did quite well here in 
2018 and in 2022. So it re-
mains to be seen whether 
Harris can perform on par 
with them there against 
Trump.   
 
Moreover, it appears Lu-
zerne County is on track to 
flip from a Democratic plu-
rality to a Republican plu-
rality by the time we get to 
October. The Dem ad-
vantage is down to just 
1,370 there, a far cry from 
their 45,467 margin when I 
started tracking all this back 
in May 2015. 
 

 Key: Navy – D+5,000 or more, Blue – D+1,001 to D+4,999, Light Skyblue – D+1 to D+1,000. Light Salmon – R+1 to R+1,000, Red – R+1,001 to R+4,999, Maroon – R+5,000 
or more. (Map by Nick Field via Dave’s Redistricting)  



Northwest 
Clarion: R+179 
Crawford: R+400 
Erie: R+919 
Forest: R+16 
Jefferson: R+228 
Mercer: R+570 
Venango: R+203 
Warren: R+176 
 
Speaking of cities where 
Harris may need to improve 
upon Biden’s performance, 
we also have Erie. The 
lakeside county is a bell-
wether of the common-
wealth, supporting the 
statewide winner in every 
Presidential election since 
1992. As a result, it’s bound 
to be visited several times 
by both party’s candidates 
over these next 100 days.  
South Central 
Adams: R+372 
Bedford: R+209 
Cumberland: R+193 
Dauphin: R+545 
Franklin: R+550 
Fulton: R+93 
Lancaster: R+1,168 
Lebanon: R+348 
Perry: R+147 
York: R+1,319 
 
I like to call Lancaster and 
York The Big Red Ma-
chines of Pennsylvania, as 
they represent the most pop-
ulous red counties in the 
commonwealth. In the 
Trump Era, however, these 
counties began to drift left-
ward, to the point that Josh 
Shapiro nearly won Lancas-
ter during the 2022 gGuber-
natorial election. 
 
Therefore,  if Harris loses 
ground in the rural areas of 
Central, Northeast, North-
west and Southwest Penn-
sylvania she’s got a chance 
to make up some of that lost 
ground in the South Central 
portion of the state. To wit, 
Harrisburg and its neighbor-
ing suburbs in Dauphin and 
Cumberland Counties are a 
prime opportunity for her 
here. 
 
Southeast 
Berks: R+1,487 
Bucks: R+1,974 
Chester: R+268 
Delaware: D+75 
Lehigh: R+1,228 
Montgomery: R+194 
Northampton: R+1,248 

Philadelphia: R+4,396 
 
For all intents and purposes, 
this region may be the ball-
game. That’s why Republi-
cans must be thrilled with 
their gains here, highlighted 
by their flip of Bucks Coun-
ty, which returns to a GOP 
plurality for the first 
time since the spring of 
2008. Remember, Biden 
won Bucks by four and a 
half points in 2020, and 
Harris almost certainly has 
to improve upon that mar-
gin. 
 
The one blue dot on this en-
tire map is here in Delaware 
County, the sole county to 
see Democratic registrant 
gains since April. On the 
other hand, Pennsylvania 
Republicans saw their larg-
est numerical growth in 
Philadelphia, a place where 
Democrats should obviously 
be running up the score by 
this point in the election 
season. 
 
Southwest 
Allegheny: R+2,083 
Armstrong: R+405 
Beaver: R+704 
Butler: R+859 
Cambria: R+686 
Fayette: R+867 
Greene: R+230 
Indiana: R+342 
Lawrence: R+498 
Somerset: R+314 
Washington: R+998 
Westmoreland: R+1,805 

 
The voter rolls in 
this Appalachian region of 
Pennsylvania just continue 
to get redder and redder. 
The Southwest famously 
fueled Trump’s victory in 
2016, yet four years later 
Biden was able to chip away 
at Trump’s margins in coun-
ties like Beaver, Butler, 
Washington and West-
moreland. So Trump will be 
looking to reverse those 
trends and put up monster 
numbers here against Har-
ris. 
 
Meanwhile, any Harris win 
will depend in part on run-
ning up a massive tally in 
Pittsburgh and the rest of 
Allegheny County. Four 
years ago, Biden posted an 
impressive 146,761 vote 
margin here, the third-
highest in history behind 
only FDR in 1936 and LBJ 
in 1964. She’ll likely need 
an even better performance 
in the Steel City to carry 
PA. 
 
The suburbs will be pivotal 
In 2020, Joe Biden took 
back the Keystone State by 
outrunning Hillary Clinton 
in the Commonwealth’s 
suburbs and – to a lesser 
degree – the state’s rural 
regions. So even while Don-
ald Trump performed better 
in Philadelphia, his 44,292 
vote victory in 2016 became 
a 80,555 vote loss in 2020.  

With Harris at the top of the 
ticket now, those trends will 
likely reverse, with Trump 
looking to replicate his 2016 
rural margins, while Harris 
seeks to reach Obama-level 
support in the cities. As a 
result, this contest will like-
ly come down to the sub-
urbs. 
 
The recent high-water mark 
for a Democratic margin out 
of Philadelphia was Barack 
Obama’s 492,339 vote ad-
vantage in 2012. For com-
parison’s sake, Hillary Clin-
ton and Joe Biden racked 
up 475,277 and 471,050 ma
rgins in 2016 and 2020 re-
spectively. Democrats are 
hoping that with another 
Black nominee at the top of 
the ticket, they’ll be better 
able to close that gap. 
Perhaps more important, 
however, will be the Dems’ 
advantage in the collar 
counties of Bucks, Chester, 
Delaware and Montgomery. 
After Obama posted 
a 123,327 vote lead here in 
2012, Clinton grew it 
to 188,353, while Biden ex-
panded that advantage 
to 293,094. Given the cir-
cumstances, Harris simply 
must match and improve 
upon Biden’s numbers here. 
So it’s worth pointing out 
that the best recent perfor-
mance in the Philly suburbs 
was by Josh Shapiro in the 
2022 gubernatorial contest. 
In a race with less turnout 

than a Presidential election, 
Shapiro put together 
a 388,273 vote performance, 
besting even Ed Rendell’s 
374,243 vote advantage dur-
ing the 2006 blue wave.  
So if Shapiro does indeed 
win the Veepstakes, the 
Philadelphia suburbs will be 
a key reason why. 
 
Yet Pennsylvania isn’t just 
the City of Brotherly Love 
and its suburbs. For exam-
ple, now that Biden is out of 
the race, Erie and Scranton 
are especially tempting tar-
gets for the Trump-Vance 
campaign. Conversely, 
the Hispanic voters in the 
Lehigh Valley cities of Al-
lentown and Read-
ing present an enticing op-
portunity for the Harris 
team.  
 
I’ll have more on all this 
when we reach the voter 
registration deadline in Oc-
tober, but for now we’ll 
wait to see how a suddenly 
unsettled race unfolds. 



By Kim Lyons 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
In invitations to the cam-
paign managers for Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
and former President Don-
ald Trump, Fox News has 
proposed that it host a presi-

dential debate on Sept. 17 in 
Pennsylvania. 

The news was first reported 
by Politico. The Capital-
Star obtained copies of the 
invitations from Fox News 
Media President Jay Wal-
lace and its vice president of 

politics Jessica Loker, sent 
to Harris campaign chair 
Jen O’Malley Dillon, and to 
Chris LaCivita and Susie 
Wiles, Trump senior cam-
paign advisers. 

The invitations propose Fox 
News hosts Bret Baier and 
Martha MacCallum as mod-
erators, but do not offer de-
tails on where in Pennsylva-
nia the debate might take 
place.  

Harris won pledges from 
enough Democratic dele-
gates by late Monday night 
to gain the Democratic 
nomination. President Joe 
Biden on Sunday dropped 
his reelection bid and en-
dorsed Harris. Trump offi-
cially became the GOP’s 
nominee during the Repub-
lican National Convention 

last week. 

The Trump and Harris cam-
paigns did not immediately 
respond to requests for com-
ment Wednesday.  

During a Tuesday call with 
reporters, Trump committed 
to a debate with Harris, add-
ing he would be “willing to 
do more than one.” 

Biden’s withdrawal came 
after  weeks of pressure 
from within the Democratic 
Party following a poor June 
27 debate perfor-
mance against Trump. 

The Democratic National 
Convention is less than a 
month away, and the choice 
of Harris’ running mate has 
dominated news coverage, 
with national press follow-

ing Pennsylvania Gov. Josh 
Shapiro to events around the 
state this week. Shapiro is 
one of the people speculated 
to be on Harris’ short list, 
but said Tuesday during an 
event in Shippensburg that 
he had not been asked for 
and had not submitted vet-
ting paperwork for consider-
ation as vice president.  

At an event in Pittsburgh on 
Monday, Shapiro said Har-
ris was making a “deeply 
personal decision … that 
should be made really free 
from any political pressure.” 
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