


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change 

without notice. 







By  Peter Hall 
Pennsylvania Capital Star  
 
A decade’s worth of testing 
data ranks Pennsylvania 
among the states with the 
lowest charter school per-
formance.  
In a study of students’ 
scores in reading and 
math on the National As-
sessment of Educational 
Progress, researchers com-
pared charter school perfor-
mance in 35 states and 
Washington, D.C. 

Alaska had the highest 
scores compared to the av-
erage followed by Colorado, 
Massachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, and New York. 

Pennsylvania ranked 31st, 
followed by Oregon, Michi-
gan, Tennessee and Hawaii. 
The commonwealth was 
also among the states with 
the largest gap between 
white and Black charter stu-
dents’ scores, with the sev-

enth-largest gap. 

The study found Pennsylva-
nia had the second-largest 
performance gap between 
white and Hispanic stu-
dents’ scores, ranking above 
only Washington, D.C.  

The authors said they hope 
the rankings will spur char-
ter school improvement and 
contribute to debate over 
whether charter schools 
should be subject to close 
regulation or “allow many 
and diverse flowers to 
bloom,” whether charters 
should be independent or 
incorporated into networks 
and whether for-profit char-
ter schools should be per-
mitted. 

Noting trends in the data, 
the researchers said students 
in southern states tended to 
perform above average 
while students in Rust Belt 
states ranked in the middle 
or below.  

They also found that the 
style of governance tended 
to correlate with perfor-
mance. Students in charter 
school networks scored 
higher than independent 
charter school students, 
while students schools run 
by for-profit organizations 
scored lower. And students 
in charter schools author-
ized by state education 
agencies had higher scores 
than those at charters au-
thorized by local school dis-
tricts, non-educational or-
ganizations and universi-
ties.  

Charter schools are publicly 
funded independent schools 
operated by nonprofit or-
ganizations. The Pennsylva-
nia Legislature passed the 
law allowing charter schools 
in 1997. Since then, 165 
brick-and-mortar charter 
schools and 14 cyber-
charter schools have been 
established. 

The purpose of allowing 
teachers, parents and com-
munity members to start 
charter schools was to im-
prove student learning, in-
crease opportunities for stu-
dents, encourage innovative 
teaching methods, to allow 
teachers to be responsible 
for curriculum development, 
and to provide a variety of 
educational opportunities in 
the public school system, 
according to the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Educa-
tion. 

Education watchdog groups 
have been critical of Penn-
sylvania’s charter school 
law because it hasn’t been 
updated since 2002 and be-
cause responsibility for pay-
ing tuition to charter schools 
falls on local school districts 
rather than the state. Fur-
thermore, critics say dispari-
ty in per-pupil spending 
from district-to-district re-

sults in widely ranging tui-
tion amounts paid to char-
ters. 

Pennsylvania standardized 
test scores show a 22% gap 
between students in tradi-
tional public schools and 
charter schools, The Penn-
sylvania School Boards As-
sociation’s Keystone Center 
for Charter Change said. 

The national comparison, 
conducted by researchers at 
Harvard University and the 
University of Buckingham 
in the United Kingdom, is 
the first to rank charter 
school performance from 
state-to-state. It was pub-
lished in the Journal of 
School Choice. 

https://www.educationnext.org/nations-charter-report-card-first-ever-state-ranking-charter-student-performance-naep/
https://www.educationnext.org/nations-charter-report-card-first-ever-state-ranking-charter-student-performance-naep/
https://www.educationnext.org/nations-charter-report-card-first-ever-state-ranking-charter-student-performance-naep/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/funding-the-500/funding-the-500-revisiting-pennsylvania-charter-schools-after-a-quarter-century/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/funding-the-500/funding-the-500-revisiting-pennsylvania-charter-schools-after-a-quarter-century/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/funding-the-500/funding-the-500-revisiting-pennsylvania-charter-schools-after-a-quarter-century/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15582159.2023.2273607


Philly’s business owners 
say they want a city govern-
ment that’s willing to make 
it easier for economic de-
velopment by streamlining 
licensing and permitting 
processes. 
 
By Kristen Mosbrucker-
Garza,WHYY 
 
 
If anyone in Pennsylvania’s 
state government has the 
empathy to understand the 
average person — whether 
a business owner seeking a 
permit or a resident asking 
for unemployment assis-
tance — it might just be Bry 
Pardoe. 
That’s because it’s her job 
as an executive for digital 
experience at the state to put 
humans at the center of gov-
ernment processes instead 
of just the rules that require 
mental acrobatics for every-
one to follow. 
Pardoe’s job exists because 
of the leadership of Penn-
sylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro 
— a Democrat in a state 
that has its fair share of Re-
publicans outside its two 
big cities of Philadelphia 
and Pittsburgh. 
 
Since being sworn into of-

fice in January 2023, 
Shapiro has pushed some 
bureaucratic tendencies of 
state government aside — 
from an emergency no-bid 
construction contract to re-
build a collapsed section of 
I-95 to streamlining state 
permits — in an effort to 
improve the economic com-
petitiveness of the region. 
Now Philadelphia’s Mayor-
elect Cherelle Parker, also a 
Democrat, will build her 
own administration to start 
work in January 2024. 
 
 
Business owners told 
WHYY News they will pay 
attention to how Parker im-
plements her vision, espe-
cially the sense of urgency 
to improve the city and 
build its tax base as a city 
with fewer large privately 
held companies compared 
to similar markets. 
Many business leaders over 
the past year — on the cam-
paign trail for the city’s 
100th mayor — have la-
mented about the city’s ease 
of doing business under the 
Jim Kenney administration, 
which had many efforts ini-
tially derailed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic that 
began four years ago. 

 
The statewide economic 
growth challenges are simi-
lar to issues across Philadel-
phia in several ways: higher 
corporate and wage taxes, 
the aging population of tax-
payers, andn some difficulty 
attracting or retaining both 
talent and new businesses. 
Before she was elected as 
mayor, Parker told WHYY 
News that she’s aware 
of Philly’s ‘biggest but 
poorest city’ in the nation 
dynamic but was confident 
that her plan could lift more 
households out of poverty. 
“It’s about growing the tax 
base,” Parker said in early 
October 2023. “Firms are 
making decisions about 
whether or not they will lo-
cate or begin here in our 
city. They have to deter-
mine whether or not the en-
vironment will be safe for 
the workforce and if we 
have a prepared workforce.” 
At the state level, Gov. 
Shapiro has relied upon the 
stroke of his pen — specifi-
cally, the governor’s execu-
tive order power – to spark 
his accomplishments so far. 
 
 
“We’re cutting through red 
tape in Pennsylvania,” 

Gov. Shapiro told a crowd 
of business professionals 
and political influencers in 
mid-October. 
The first-term governor 
stood on the construction 
site of what was once a 
South Philly oil refinery 
with a view of the city sky-
line behind him that’s un-
dergoing environmental re-
mediation and redevelop-
ment as an industrial cam-
pus. He touted that the state 
can keep up with a steady 
flow of economic develop-
ment projects. 
“We’re moving quicker on 
permits and to get dollars 
into important projects like 
this,” he said about permit-
ting time frame reform and 
abbreviating economic in-
centive applications. 
 
For example, the statewide 
Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program application 
— used by the oil refinery 
redevelopment project — 
was winnowed down from 
22 pages to 6 pages in the 
last 11 months. 
“We are streamlining our 
processes and moving at the 
speed of business and to 
have Partners like Hilco 
with us that sets a new tone 
and new example for the 
new day here in Pennsylva-
nia,” Gov. Shapiro said. 
“We’re going to use this as 
an example to get other 
shovel ready projects 
ready…to attract more em-
ployers.” 
 
Beyond that, as of Nov. 1, 
any resident or business op-
erating in the state can par-
ticipate in Gov. Shapiro’s 
“money-back guarantee” 
program. That means the 
state could start issuing re-
funds within 45 days of 
some state license and certi-
fication fees if applications 
are not processed within a 
defined time frame. 
The program is not retroac-
tive but the goal is to “issue 
zero refunds” because the 
state is hyper-focused on 
questioning why a process 

should be done a certain 
way — not just enforcing 
rules because there’s a 
longstanding practice of do-
ing so. 
In January 2023, Gov. 
Shapiro issued an executive 
order to standardize the 
turnaround time for all state 
agencies in regards to per-
mits, licenses and certifica-
tions. By March 2023, the 
state created a catalog for 
all 2,400 total permits, li-
censes, and certifications. 
For example, the Depart-
ment of State reduced the 
average processing time for 
business and corporate fil-
ings from eight weeks to 
three days. 
 
As executive director of 
The Commonwealth Office 
of Digital Experience, oth-
erwise known as CODE PA, 
Pardoe said that it was not 
an easy task. 
“The public sector has so 
much nuance,” Pardoe said. 
“There are things that are 
legislatively driven or poli-
cy driven that are not easy 
to anticipate.” 
Often it’s not possible to 
simply take a decades-old 
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Mayor-elect Cherelle Parker spoke to news media before she cast her ballot for Democrats on Elec-
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37-step-long permitting pro-
cess and trim it down to 
four steps without “due dili-
gence and process to figure 
out how” it can be done, she 
said. But even when a pro-
cess is streamlined in one 
state agency, it’s not direct-
ly transferable knowledge to 
another program because 
there’s different technology 
and even administrative 
structures. 
“A lot of times we’re a con-
duit between business and 
IT, translating the require-
ments of what our business 
partners need,” Pardoe said. 
“This is a big challenge. I 
think every city and state 
across the country is trying 
to figure out how to be more 
efficient in permitting and 
making it easier to do busi-
ness in the state.” 
In some agencies, the state 
hired more workers. In oth-
ers, there was investment in 
new technology. 
 
 
Pardoe said her advice for 
the next city administrators 
interested in tackling the 
same issue is to “put the hu-
man at the center ” of the 
process — not at the end. 
That includes empathy with 
both the customer and the 
state worker doing the task, 
and easing into a culture 
shift without undue fear that 
technology will replace hu-
man jobs, she said. 
But nothing is possible 
without a leader dedicated 
to helping move such “giant 
boulders” she said. 
“It’s really easy in govern-
ment to get so caught up in 
things like, ‘We have 37 
steps and we’ve been doing 
these 37 steps forever and 
15 years ago someone told 
us we had to add this…and 
we’re not going to change 
that process,” she said. 
 
 
Meanwhile, local munici-
palities like cities must op-
erate in accordance 
with their own municipal 
code. Philadelphia has a 
home rule charter and dur-
ing City Council meetings 
members introduce new leg-
islation which could poten-
tially change the city laws 
each year. 
That doesn’t mean the city 
hasn’t invested in human-
centered design — it 

has with the redevelopment 
of the city’s website Phi-
la.gov, which focused more 
on user experience rather 
than bureaucratic structure. 
But it’s unclear how much 
those efforts 
about innovation and 
streamlining city govern-
ment will continue and how 
they will be shaped and fo-
cused under a Parker admin-
istration. 
Even existing city efforts to 
streamline the process can 
get lengthy from an outside 
perspective. The most re-
cent and basic guide to per-
mits and licenses to open a 
stationary food business in 
the city of Philadelphia is 23 
pages long with nine differ-
ent sections for just the doc-
ument checklist, which 
doesn’t include any addi-
tional state and federal re-
quirements. 
“The governor is doing a 

great job where he’s created 
an initiative to streamline 
ease of business. There are 
all these things that they’re 
doing at the state level that I 
think are replicable at the 
city level,” said David 
Adelman, Campus Apart-
ments CEO and chairman of 
76 Devcorp, which seeks to 
build a new 76ers NBA 
team arena in Center City. 
“And if we do that, we show 
that Philadelphia’s open for 
business.” 
So far, Philadelphia’s 
Mayor-elect Parker 
is starting the transition. Her 
committee is co-chaired by 
Della Clark, president of 
The Enterprise Center, a 
hub in West Philadelph-
ia that helps entrepreneurs, 
and Greg Segall, CEO of 
Versa Capital Group and a 
private equity investor. 
In October, Parker said her 
priorities would be public 

health and safety to lift the 
city residents out of poverty. 
“That means I’m gonna 
make some tough decisions 
that some people are not 
going to like,” she said. 
“But I ask Philadelphian’s 
to give me a shot doing this, 
hiring the best and the 
brightest because I also 
don’t purport to be super-
woman so I can’t do it all. I 
want to hire a team of the 
best and brightest to help us 
move our city forward to 
make it safe and make it 
clean. There’s a sense of 
lawlessness that right now 
seems to be gaining ground 
and steam.” 
 
Parker said that she’s not 
always publicly supported 
when she acknowledges the 
city’s problems. 
“And if you talk to people 
in our city, some people get 
frustrated when I 

acknowledge that publicly. 
That’s because they don’t 
want to really acknowledge 
how people feel who live 
here, who work here, who 
own a business here, who 
are stakeholders here,” she 
said. “And we have to ad-
dress that in a holistic per-
spective. That is how I 
would change poverty. Put 
people on a path to self-
sufficiency, that means giv-
ing you the ability to earn a 
living for yourself. And so 
you’re not relying on the 
government like my grand-
parents were. The only way 
I want you interacting with 
the government is to pay 
your taxes so we can contin-
ue to strengthen our tax 
base.” 



The task force will create a 
report for City Council on 
how reparations can ‘atone 
for the legacy of slavery.’ 
They hope to start their 
work in February. 
 
By Tom MacDonald, 
WHYY 
 
The Philadelphia Repara-
tions Task Force is official-
ly soliciting applications for 
membership. City Council 
members put out the call 
Friday morning for anyone 
who wants to help the city 
understand why the repara-
tions are necessary. 
There have long been calls 
for reparations to address 
the impact of slavery and 
discrimination on Black 
Americans throughout the 
nation’s history. In 2019, 
Evanston, Illinois ap-
proved the country’s first 
reparations law, providing 
cash payments to victims of 
segregation and housing dis-
crimination. 
The Philadelphia task force 
will “study and develop rep-
arations proposals and pro-
grams for Black Philadel-
phians whose ancestors en-
dured chattel slav-
ery and Jim Crow in the 
United States,” said Coun-
cilmember Jamie Gauthier. 
 
While Gauthier said there is 

no way to make up for the 
slavery, “the task force will 
recommend concrete steps, 
financial and otherwise, that 
the city, state, and federal 
government can take to 
eradicate the lingering 
chokehold the institution of 
American slavery has on 
our society.” 
Brianna Moore will co-chair 
the group. She is the New 
Jersey Reparations Council 
Research Fellow and also co
-chairs the National Coali-
tion of Black for Repara-
tions in America Philadel-
phia chapter which lobbied 
City Council to create the 
task force. 
The group will be made up 
of members who have lived 
in Philadelphia for at least 
ten years. 
The open positions include 
the following: 
Economic justice coordina-
tor 
Public and post-secondary 
education coordinator 
Health and wellness coordi-
nator 
Human services and com-
munity resources coordina-
tor 
Criminal and legal justice 
system coordinator 
Law and policy coordinator 
Urban planning and sustain-
able development coordina-
tor 
“The vision of the repara-

tions task force is to elevate 
and protect the full human 
rights and the human poten-
tial of Black Philadelphi-
ans,” said Rashaun Wil-
liams, the group’s other co-
chair. “It’s a real-time goal 
which I really want to say 
and be very clear about is to 
provide Black Philadelphi-
ans with a guide on how 
reparations can help them 
atone for the harm that they 
have endured being in the 
United States.” 
Councilmember Kendra 
Brooks co-authored the leg-
islation that brought the task 
force to life back in June. 
“We must continue to deep-
en people’s understanding 
of our country’s long histo-
ry of stolen labor and stolen 
wealth,” Brooks said “This 
task force will study the his-
tory and help us share it 
with others.” 
 
Councilmember Cindy Bass 
said the effort is about more 
than just economic repara-
tions. 
 
“When it comes to finances, 
wages, salaries, savings, and 
assets, the African Ameri-
can community is well un-
derrepresented in terms of 
where we stand,” Bass said. 
“We’re always at the bot-
tom of the list and when it 
comes to looking at crime, 

violence, incarceration, 
health disparities, we’re al-
ways at the top of the list 
and we didn’t just arrive 
here.” 
 
President of the Philadelph-
ia NAACP Catherine Hicks 
said the task force is signifi-
cant in many ways. 
 
“A reparations task force 
holds a significant, signifi-
cant importance in address-
ing the legacy of institution-
al racism in America,” 
Hicks said. “Reparations in 
context refer to a set of ac-
tions aimed at acknowledg-
ing and rectifying the histor-
ical and ongoing injustices 
faced by Black communi-
ties. 
 
She said the reparations task 
force would provide a plat-
form for investigating and 
documenting various forms 
of institutional racism that 
have impacted Black Phila-
delphians. “This compre-
hensive understanding is 
crucial for developing effec-
tive strategies to address the 
underlying issues.” 
Hicks said that the task 
force could be a driving 
force in many changes. 
 
“This reparations task force 
could serve as a catalyst for 
policy reforms, it can rec-

ommend specific legislative 
changes such as criminal 
justice reform, equitable 
education funding, and the 
elimination of discriminato-
ry practices in housing and 
employment. These reforms 
would help dismantle sys-
tematic barriers that perpet-
uate racial inequality. Addi-
tionally, the task force can 
play a vital role in recom-
mending economic initia-
tives that promote wealth 
creation, economic empow-
erment with Black commu-
nities, and access to afforda-
ble health and housing.” 
 
The application listing on 
the task force website lists 
the qualifications for the 
eight members of the group 
who are among the 
“descendant group.” That 
group is defined as “Black 
and African American de-
scendants of enslaved Afri-
cans in the United States, 
the descendants of Black, 
Negro, or Colored Ameri-
cans since 1865, and the 
descendants of Freedmen 
emancipated from slavery.” 



By Jacob Fischler 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
The federal government un-
fairly penalizes state-legal 
marijuana businesses whose 
owners have been convicted 
of marijuana-related crimes, 
restricting them from loans 
and other banking tools, a 
group of U.S. Senate and 
House Democrats wrote to 
the Treasury Department 
asking for a change in poli-
cy. 
The group of 20 lawmakers, 
who mostly represent states 
where recreational marijua-
na is legal, said in a Tues-
day letter that 2014 guid-
ance from the department’s 
Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network to put “red 
flags” on marijuana busi-
nesses hurts the businesses’ 
chances of securing banking 
services or loans. 
 
The warnings from a federal 
regulator unfairly restrict 
access to a fast-growing in-
dustry that’s legal in many 
states, the lawmakers said. 
 

“Under this red flag guid-
ance, a marijuana business 
owner with a marijuana 
conviction may be permitted 
to participate in a state li-
censing program on paper, 
but in practice may be una-
ble to access a bank loan to 
grow her business because 
she is considered a high-risk 
customer,” the lawmakers 
wrote. 
The guidance disproportion-
ately harms businesses 
owned by people of color, 
who are more likely to have 
a marijuana-related convic-
tion, even though they are 
not more likely to have bro-
ken marijuana use laws, the 
letter reads. 
 
Sens. Elizabeth Warren of 
Massachusetts, Jeff Merkley 
of Oregon, Raphael 
Warnock of Georgia and 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer of 
Oregon led the letter, ac-
cording to a release from 
Warren’s office. 
 
Other signers include Sens. 
Cory Booker of New Jersey, 
Chris Van Hollen of Mary-

land, Amy Klobuchar and 
Tina Smith of Minnesota 
and John Fetterman of 
Pennsylvania, and Rep. Val 
Hoyle of Oregon. 
 
The group asked Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen and 
Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network Director An-
drea Gacki to update the 
guidance, which they noted 
predates many state laws 
legalizing recreational mari-
juana. 
 
The update should allow 
people who have been par-
doned or were convicted of 
an offense that is no longer 
considered a crime under 
their state’s law to have full 
access to financial services 
without a red flag from the 
federal government, the 
lawmakers wrote. 
 
Messages seeking comment 
from the Treasury Depart-
ment and Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network were 
not returned Thursday. 
 
Split among advocates 

Access to banking is one of 
the challenges that marijua-
na-related businesses face, 
even as many states have 
moved to decriminalize or 
outright legalize recreation-
al use in recent years and it 
has grown to be a multibil-
lion-dollar industry. 
Last year, 22 states brought 
in a combined $3.8 billion 
in tax revenue from mariju-
ana sales, according to the 
advocacy group the Mariju-
ana Policy Project. Recrea-
tional sales in Oregon 
alone are about $1 billion 
per year. 
 
But because the banking 
system is largely federally 
regulated, and marijuana is 
still illegal at the national 
level, marijuana-related 
businesses have trouble 
gaining access to banking 
services such as small busi-
ness loans. 
That leaves would-be busi-
ness owners without the 
necessary capital to start a 
business. Existing business-
es may carry inordinate 
amounts of cash, leaving 
them more vulnerable to 
theft or robbery. 
 
But efforts to only address 
issues around banking have 
split advocates of marijuana 
reform. 
 
Booker, Wyden and Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer of New York in-
troduced a comprehensive 
marijuana overhaul bill last 
year, which would decrimi-
nalize the drug completely. 
Booker and Warnock have 
opposed bipartisan attempts 
to deal only with access to 
financial services, arguing 
that such reforms would 
benefit big marijuana busi-
nesses and would be unfair 
to the largely Black and La-
tino people who still suffer 
the consequences of mariju-
ana-related convictions in 
states where it has since be-
come legal. 
 
“My fear is that if we pass 
this legislation, if we green-
light this new industry and 
the fees and the profits to be 
made off of it without help-

ing those communities, we 
will just make the comforta-
ble more comfortable,” 
Warnock said at a Septem-
ber hearing on a bill to re-
form marijuana banking 
laws. 
 
“And I see no historical evi-
dence that suggests that 
when we do that we’ll go 
back and get those left be-
hind,” he continued. “I 
don’t believe in trickle-
down economics, and I 
don’t believe in trickle-
down justice.” 
 
The Senate Banking Com-
mittee approved the mariju-
ana banking bill on a bipar-
tisan 14-9 vote on Sept. 28. 
It has not received a floor 
vote. 
 
Spokespeople for Warnock 
did not respond Thursday to 
messages seeking comment 
on the Treasury letter. 
 
Booker and Schumer also 
opposed previous banking 
overhaul efforts, but Booker 
said that the addition to this 
year’s version of the bill, 
which he cosponsored, to 
provide states grants to help 
expunge marijuana convic-
tions, made the bill worth 
supporting. 
 
Spokespeople for Booker 
did not respond to a mes-
sage seeking comment 
Thursday. 
“I’m grateful to my col-
leagues for working with 
me to ensure key provisions 
were included in this bill 
that will increase access to 
capital for small and minori-
ty-owned businesses and 
increase banking services 
for underserved communi-
ties,” he said in a state-
ment a week before the 
committee vote. “Even after 
this bill is passed, there will 
be a lot more work to do to 
reverse the many injustices 
of our nation’s failed mari-
juana policies.” 
 

https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2024.11.14%20Letter%20to%20FinCEN%20on%20red%20flags%20for%20marijuana%20convictions1.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2024.11.14%20Letter%20to%20FinCEN%20on%20red%20flags%20for%20marijuana%20convictions1.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2024.11.14%20Letter%20to%20FinCEN%20on%20red%20flags%20for%20marijuana%20convictions1.pdf
https://www.fincen.gov/resources/statutes-regulations/guidance/bsa-expectations-regarding-marijuana-related-businesses
https://www.fincen.gov/resources/statutes-regulations/guidance/bsa-expectations-regarding-marijuana-related-businesses












By Garrett Hill  
 
The federal government’s 
anticipated nationwide 
ban on menthol cigarettes 
– which is expected to 
roll out by the end of this 
year – is sure to ignite a 
wildfire of harmful con-
sequences for Philadelph-
ia communities. Histori-
cally, prohibitionist poli-
cies have proved to be 
ineffective at best and 
often create more harm 
than good.  
 
A prohibition on menthol 
cigarettes will create harm 
on a massive scale. A 
menthol ban will distract 
law enforcement from 
more critical problems – 
like gun control and vio-
lent crime, fuel the crimi-
nal market for cigarettes, 
kill jobs, and close small 
businesses right here in 
Philly.  
 
Broad, far-reaching poli-
cies like a nationwide pro-
hibition on a popular adult 
product, create ripple ef-
fects. Just look at the war 
on drugs and the cannabis 
market. The fact that mi-
nor marijuana charges led 
to the incarceration of so 
many young black men is 
one of the chief reasons 
that recreational cannabis 
is legal. Yet now, the fed-
eral government is trying 
to criminalize menthol cig-
arettes, which are pre-
ferred by African-
American smokers? It just 
doesn’t make sense.  
The proposed ban on 
menthol cigarettes is 
more than a misin-
formed health policy 
decision; it is a multi-
faceted issue with pro-
found implications for 
law enforcement and 
the economic health of 
our communities.  
 
The United States is al-
ready home to a sophisti-
cated and violent criminal 
tobacco market run by 
gangs, organized crime 
networks, and even inter-

national terror groups. 
This criminal market will 
inevitably surge in re-
sponse to a menthol ban. 
Throughout the country, 
there are a reported 30 
million menthol cigarette 
smokers. Those people 
aren’t going to stop smok-
ing menthol cigarettes 
because the government 
says so. A ban will only 
turn law-abiding citizens 
who rely on these prod-
ucts into participants in 
the illicit trade – creating 
harmful and unnecessary 
criminal records for these 
people.  
 
The illegal tobacco market 
is very well established, 
operational, and ready to 
pedal menthol cigarettes 
once they’re off store 
shelves. The black market 
is run by gangs, criminal 
organizations, and drug 
cartels. The ban is taking 
business from legitimate 
channels and gifting it to 
criminals.  
 
Massachusetts banned fla-
vored tobacco and faced 
the consequences. It didn’t 
stop smoking. It just sent 
smokers across the border 
to New Hampshire to ac-
cess their preferred prod-
uct. The ban fueled a now 
thriving black market, in-
creasing challenges for law 
enforcement and a mass 
prosecution of sellers. Ac-
cording to the state's Multi
-Agency Illegal Tobacco 
Task Force, the law has 
incentivized black market 
sales of menthol cigarettes 
and flavored e-cigarettes, 
leading to a surge in smug-
gling and illegal distribu-
tion. This has resulted in 
the seizure of significant 
amounts of product and the 
loss of hundreds of mil-
lions in tax revenue, strain-
ing state resources and ca-
pacity. 
 
In addition, the loss of rev-
enue from cigarette tax cost 
the state a reported $115.4 
million just in 2021. Stores 
across Massachusetts re-

ceived substantially lower 
earnings in the year. All of 
that money went directly 
into the hands of tobacco 
traffickers. Smugglers are 
making millions from this 
newly inflated black mar-
ket, causing the state to 
spend more on enforcement 
with less money. If the 
menthol ban goes through, 
we can expect a wave of 
business closings and job 
loss nationwide.  
This ban will only lead to 
unwanted and unnecessary 
police interactions that 
would not have occurred 

otherwise. We should not 
be wasting law enforce-
ment’s precious time en-
forcing a ban on a product 
that has been legal since its 
inception. The focus of law 
enforcement should be on 
thwarting actual criminals 
engaged in violent and 
community-threatening ac-
tions.  
 
As concerned citizens, we 
must take action and voice 
opposition to the menthol 
ban. The best way to do so 
is by writing to the White 
House and expressing our 

concerns. It is our responsi-
bility to raise our voices 
and bring to light the poten-
tial adverse effects of this 
ban. Only when all the con-
sequences of policy actions 
are thoroughly assessed can 
place confidence in their 
effectiveness and impartial-
ity. 
 




