


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change 

without notice. 



By Robert Zullo 
Pennsylvania Capital Star 
 
The announcement 
that seven projects had been 
selected to receive $7 bil-
lion in seed money to kick-
start the production of clean 
hydrogen across the country 
was billed by President Joe 
Biden’s administration as a 
major step toward slashing 
carbon emissions, creating 
thousands of domestic jobs 
and positioning the U.S. as 
a clean energy leader. 
“I’m here to announce one 
of the largest advanced 
manufacturing investments 
in the history of this na-
tion,” Biden said during an 
appearance in Philadelphia. 
“Seven billion dollars in 
federal investments that’s 
going to attract $40 billion 
in private investments in 
clean hydrogen.” 
 
However, there’s also criti-
cism over a lack of transpar-
ency by the Department of 
Energy around the applica-
tion and selection process 
and those who are dubious 
about the ways some of the 
newly minted “hydrogen 
hubs” intend to produce the 
gas, which the administra-
tion called “crucial to 
achieving President Biden’s 
goal of American industry 
powered by American clean 
energy.” 
 
Hydrogen, which releases 
no carbon emissions when 
burned, is seen broadly as a 
key part of cutting emis-
sions from hard-to-
decarbonize sectors of the 
economy, such as steelmak-
ing and cement manufactur-
ing, aviation, shipping and 
other areas. There’s more 

controversy around uses 
like blending it with natural 
gas to burn in power plants 
or for heating. How climate-
friendly hydrogen is de-
pends on how it’s produced. 
Currently most hydrogen in 
the U.S. is produced using 
natural gas, so-called “gray” 
hydrogen. “Green” hydro-
gen is produced by an elec-
trolysis process with clean 
energy. “Blue” hydrogen is 
fossil-fuel derived but cou-
pled with carbon capture, in 
which CO2 is filtered out of 
emissions and stored. 
Four of the projects (the 
Appalachian, Gulf 
Coast, Heartland and Mid-
west hydrogen hubs) that 
the DOE announced as win-
ners will use fossil fuels to 
produce hydrogen. (In the 
bipartisan infrastructure 
law, Congress required that 
at least one hub 
“demonstrate the production 
of clean hydrogen from fos-
sil fuels.”) 
 
“There are so many ways 
hydrogen can go wrong. … 
We’re really concerned with 
the number of projects that 
rely in part or in whole on 
fossil fuel-based hydrogen 
production,” said Julie 
McNamara, a deputy policy 
director at Union of Con-
cerned Scientists’ climate 
and energy program. “For 
hydrogen to be a clean ener-
gy solution, it has to be 
cleanly produced and it has 
to be strategically used.” 
In some scenarios, environ-
mental groups worry the 
hydrogen could actually in-
crease U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
A report last month by the 
Institute for Energy Eco-

nomics and Financial Anal-
ysis, an Ohio nonprofit, 
found that the U.S. govern-
ment “significantly under-
states the likely impact of 
producing hydrogen from 
fossil fuels on global warm-
ing.” The assumption that 
1% of the methane being 
used to produce hydrogen 
will be emitted into the at-
mosphere is “far less 
than recent peer-reviewed 
scientific analyses have 
found and that has been 
identified by airplane and 
satellite emission surveys,” 
the report says. It also notes 
that using fossil fuels to 
make hydrogen cleanly de-
pends on the “overly opti-
mistic and unproven as-
sumption that hydrogen pro-
duction projects will be able 
to capture almost all of the 
carbon dioxide they create.” 
In short, said David Schlis-
sel, one of the report’s au-
thors, blue hydrogen is not a 
great idea when you consid-
er emissions from the entire 
process, from producing 
natural gas to shipping and 
storing the hydrogen and the 
unknowns of trying to use 
carbon capture and storage 
at scale. 
 
“We fear, and it’s based on 
our analysis, that the money 
the government is going to 
spend on blue hydrogen 
production is going to result 
in the continued emission of 
greenhouse gases for dec-
ades,” he said. “We worry 
about the waste of money. 
But we really worry about 
the waste of time and giving 
fossil fuel companies the 
opportunity to build infra-
structure that depends on 
their continued operation. 
That’s the real concern, to 
keep the world addicted to 
fossil fuels.” 
That’s the concern with all 
of this hydrogen hype.” 
Schlissel and other critics 
also questioned the lack of 
details released by the De-
partment of Energy about 
the projects, noting that 
much of the application ma-
terials have been treated as 
trade secrets by the states 

and the DOE. It’s unclear 
how the DOE scored the 
projects for funding, he add-
ed. 
 
“How much hydrogen is 
going to be produced? What 
are going to be the CO2 
emissions? How much CO2 
is going to be captured? 
Then, where is it going to 
be used?” he said. “DOE 
and the applicants have tak-
en the position that every-
thing is confidential.” 
The department’s press of-
fice did not respond Friday 
to a list of questions, includ-
ing one about how projects 
were evaluated. 
“We would encourage the 
DOE to be as transparent as 
they possibly can, especially 
for the communities where 
they’ll be proposed,” said 
Patrick Drupp, director of 
climate policy for the Sierra 
Club, one of the nation’s 
largest environmental 
groups. 
 
‘This is not trivial’ 
Perhaps even more im-
portant than the hub appli-
cations that were selected, 
Drupp and McNamara say, 
are the debates ongoing at 
the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice around the final rules 
for the hydrogen tax pro-
duction credit created by the 
2022 Inflation Reduction 
Act. 
 
“While these hubs are large 
and there is a significant 
amount of money on the 
table, the hydrogen produc-
tion tax credit could poten-
tially dwarf that amount of 
money,” McNamara said. 
“That makes it all the more 
critical that how the admin-
istration determines what is 
truly clean energy is rigor-
ously done.” 
 
The final shape of those 
rules, which are linked to 
the intensity of greenhouse 
gas emissions of the hydro-
gen source, could be the dif-
ference between a boon and 
a boondoggle on the scale 
of the biofuels industry, a 
pair of climate economists 

wrote in a re-
cent Washington Post op-
ed. 
 
“Using fossil-generated 
electricity or siphoning off 
renewables subsequently 
back-filled by fossil power 
to operate electrolyzers — 
which would occur under 
loose guidance — generates 
at least twice the carbon 
emissions that status-quo 
gas-derived hydrogen 
emits,” a coalition of envi-
ronmental groups, develop-
ers and other organiza-
tions wrote to the Treasury 
Department in February. 
“Weak guidance could 
therefore force Treasury to 
spend more than $100 bil-
lion dollars in subsidies for 
hydrogen projects that result 
in increased net emissions, 
in direct conflict with statu-
tory requirements and tar-
nishing the reputation of the 
nascent ‘clean’ hydrogen 
industry.” 
 
Groups like the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council 
and the Rocky Mountain 
Institute say the final rules 
should incorporate a “three 
pillars” approach. The first 
is “additionality,” meaning 
a new hydrogen electrolyzer 
that is connected to the elec-
tric grid is responsible for 
ensuring the added electric 
demand they are creating is 
being met by new low-
carbon generation. The sec-
ond is “time-matching,” re-
quiring electrolyzers’ elec-
tric consumption to match 
its hydrogen production. 
The third pil-
lar, deliverability, would 
require hydrogen producers 
to get clean electricity from 
within their region. 
McNamara said the guid-
ance is expected to be fin-
ished by the end of the year. 
“This is not trivial,” she 
said. “Hydrogen can be a 
valuable tool for the clear 
energy transition but it is 
not a given … and getting it 
wrong comes with enor-
mous consequences for cli-
mate and public health.” 

https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/biden-administration-to-send-7-billion-for-clean-hydrogen-hubs-in-16-states/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/biden-administration-to-send-7-billion-for-clean-hydrogen-hubs-in-16-states/
https://sourcenm.com/2022/10/25/states-are-vying-for-money-to-start-hydrogen-hubs-what-are-they/
https://sourcenm.com/2022/10/25/states-are-vying-for-money-to-start-hydrogen-hubs-what-are-they/


By  Jacob Fischler and  
Ashley Murray 
Pennsylvania  Capital Star 
 
WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Senate leaders called Tues-
day for a bipartisan aid 
package for Israel’s coun-
teroffensive against Hamas 
that also includes assistance 
for Ukraine and Taiwan, 
with possible border fund-
ing sought by Republicans, 
as President Joe Biden pre-
pared to leave Tuesday 
evening for a trip to Israel. 
Meanwhile, an explosion 
killed hundreds Tuesday at 
al-Ahli Arab Hospital, also 
known as Baptist Hospital, 
in Gaza City, according to 
Palestinian officials who 
blamed the blast on Israeli 
forces. 
 
Israel denied responsibility, 
saying enemy rockets 
“passed through the vicinity 

of the hospital when it was 
hit,” the office of Israel’s 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu posted on X. 
In Washington, the Biden 
administration is preparing 
a supplemental budget re-
quest, which senators expect 
to see by the end of the 
week, Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer told 
reporters Tuesday. 
The package will include 
funding for Israel to address 
military, intelligence and 
humanitarian needs as the 
U.S. ally retaliates against 
Hamas for the militant 
group’s attack on Oct. 7, 
Schumer, a New York Dem-
ocrat, said. 
 
The package will also in-
clude aid for Ukraine and 
Taiwan, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
said. 
 

But the Kentucky Republi-
can added Republicans 
would also seek to add 
funding for security 
measures at the U.S.-
Mexico border. 
 
“We’d like to get the sup-
plemental package moved 
as quickly as possible be-
cause the needs are great in 
both Israel and Ukraine,” 
Schumer said. 
Schumer, who led a biparti-
san delegation of senators to 
Israel over the weekend, 
said the package would 
have “the military help Isra-
el needs, the diplomatic and 
intelligence help Israel 
needs, as well as humanitar-
ian aid to minimize the loss 
of innocent human life of 
Palestinians and of Israelis.” 
Senate Republican Whip 
John Thune of South Dako-
ta said at a Tuesday press 
conference the caucus was 

“heartbroken and disgusted” 
by Hamas’ surprise attack 
that killed more than 1,300 
Israelis, most of them civil-
ians. Senate Republicans 
stood “in solidarity with Is-
rael,”, and supported the 
country’s right to exist and 
to “defend itself” from the 
Hamas attack, he said. 
But Republicans also sought 
additional funding for bor-
der security, criticizing 
Biden for not prioritizing 
the issue. 
 
“The administration will 
send up a supplemental that 
deals with Israel, Ukraine, 
Taiwan,” McConnell said. 
“And Republicans are going 
to want something serious 
about the border. And so 
we’ll take a look at the 
package when they send it 
up, make suggestions to im-
prove it if that’s needed, but 
clearly the world has 

changed dramatically in the 
last 10 days.” 
 
Biden heads to region 
Biden was scheduled to de-
part Tuesday evening for 
Israel. 
 
Biden will “talk about how 
important it is for the Unit-
ed States and other partners 
to stand up for Israel and 
allow them to continue to 
defend themselves against 
Hamas terrorists,” White 
House Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby said 
in a video on X. 
“The United States support 
will stay strong and steady,” 
he said. 
 
The president will warn oth-
ers in the region who may 
seek to widen or deepen the 
conflict to stay out, Kirby 
said. 



By State Reps. Jared Solo-
mon and Chris Rabb 
 
Over 1.3 million Pennsylva-
nians are registered as inde-
pendent voters — in other 
words, they aren’t affiliated 
with any political party. Un-
affiliated voters are the fast-
est-growing political party 
in Pennsylvania. Young vot-
ers are the fastest-growing 
segment of unaffiliated vot-
ers. They represent a broad 
range of ideas and views 
from across the political 
spectrum. It is unfortunate 
that these individuals are 
left out of our democracy 
whey they are locked out of 
our state’s primary elections 
and their voices are si-
lenced. 

 
Pennsylvania currently op-
erates under a closed prima-
ry system, meaning that you 
cannot cast a ballot in a pri-
mary election unless you are 
a registered member of a 
political party. This archaic 
way of running elections 
disenfranchises over 1 mil-
lion voters in Pennsylvania. 
 
It denies certain voters — 
who do not subscribe to ei-
ther major party platform — 
a say in choosing the candi-
dates who will ultimately 
represent them. Therefore, 
there are two classes of vot-
ers in Pennsylvania, with 
unaffiliated voters as second
-class citizens — denied 
equal access to the ballot as 

opposed to their Democratic
- and Republican-affiliated 
taxpayers who can exercise 
their right to vote fully in 
primary elections. 
 
It amounts to taxation with-
out true representation, and 
Pennsylvania is missing out 
on the views and ideas of 
these potential voters. 
 
The good news is that sup-
port is growing for the idea 
of open primary elections in 
Pennsylvania. We intro-
duced legislation (H.B. 979) 
that would allow unaffiliat-
ed voters to participate in 
primary elections. 
 
Prestigious newspaper edi-
torial boards, Pennsylva-

nia’s past five governors 
and more have voiced their 
support for open primaries. 
As representatives of the 
people of Pennsylvania, we 
must ensure everyone’s 
voice is heard. 
 
We hope our colleagues in 
the General Assembly will 
realize that bringing more 
people into the electoral 
system ensures faith in the 
democratic process. 
 
Content provided by 
House Democratic Commu-
nications Office  
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U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin issued a 
“prepare to deploy order” to 
2,000 Defense Department 
personnel Monday, Penta-
gon spokesperson Sabrina 
Singh said at a press brief-
ing. 
 
“This directive increases 
DOD’s ability to respond 
quickly to the evolving se-
curity environment in the 
Middle East,” Singh said. 
Biden will also work with 
Israel to secure hostages, 
including U.S. citizens, be-
ing held by Hamas and will 
speak to the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza, Kirby 
said. The administration 
wants to see food, water and 
medicine flow into Gaza 
and that there is safe pas-
sage for civilians to get out, 
he said. 
 
Biden was previously 
scheduled to meet with Jor-
danian King Abdullah, 
Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi and Palestini-
an Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas in Amman 
after departing Israel, but 
the White House announced 
late Tuesday that the presi-
dent will postpone the visit 
after Abbas announced days 
of mourning. 

 
“The President sent his 
deepest condolences for the 
innocent lives lost in the 
hospital explosion in Gaza, 
and wished a speedy recov-
ery to the wounded,” the 
White House said in a state-
ment. “He looks forward to 
consulting in person with 
these leaders soon, and 
agreed to remain regularly 
and directly engaged with 
each of them over the com-
ing days.” 
 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has been in the re-
gion this week negotiating a 
safe passage for evacuees 
from Gaza to Egypt via Ra-
fah and allowing humanitar-
ian supplies to enter Gaza 
by the same crossing. 
Former Senate Foreign Af-
fairs Chairman Bob Menen-
dez, a New Jersey Demo-
crat, will not participate in a 
classified briefing on the 
Israel-Hamas war, Schumer 
said. 
 
Menendez stepped down 
from his committee role af-
ter he was accused in a fed-
eral criminal indictment of 
being an unregistered agent 
of the Egyptian government, 
as well as bribery charges. 

Egypt is the only country 
other than Israel that shares 
a border with Gaza. 
Hospital explosion 
The Pentagon could not 
confirm who caused the ex-
plosion at al-Ahli Arab Hos-
pital or the number of casu-
alties, Singh told reporters. 
“I’ve seen the reports, I 
don’t have any more details 
to provide at this time,” 
Singh said during a tele-
vised press conference. “I 
don’t know who is responsi-
ble. We don’t have all the 
facts. And I’m sure as we 
learn more that will inform 
conversations, but right now 
I’m not going to go down a 
hypothetical road of who is 
responsible for something.” 
“What I can tell you again is 
that what the secretary 
(Austin) has been very clear 
on is that we expect Israel to 
uphold the law of war,” 
Singh said. 
 
Palestinian Authority Prime 
Minister Mohammed 
Shtayyeh called the shelling 
a “massacre” and “horrific 
crime.” 
 
Netanyahu’s office posted 
on X: “According to intelli-
gence information, from 
several sources we have, the 
Islamic Jihad terrorist or-

ganization is responsible for 
the failed shooting that hit 
the hospital.” 
 
The World Health Organiza-
tion immediately con-
demned the “apparent at-
tack” on the operational 
hospital, one of many under 
an evacuation order from 
the Israeli military. 
 
“We call for the immediate 
protection of civilians and 
healthcare, and for the evac-
uation orders to be re-
versed,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
posted on X. 
The United Nations has ex-
pressed concern over Israel 
cutting supplies to the Gaza 
Strip. 
 
“Crucial life-saving supplies 
– including fuel, food and 
water – must be allowed 
into Gaza.  We need rapid 
and unimpeded humanitari-
an access now,” UN Chief 
António Guterres said in a 
statement. 
 
Israel has reopened access 
to water in the southern Ga-
za, Singh said Tuesday. Isra-
el ordered an evacuation 
from the north part of the 
territory, affecting more 

than 1 million civilians, last 
week. 
 
The administration will con-
tinue to remind Israel not to 
target civilians and follow 
other international laws of 
war, but would not put con-
ditions on U.S. aid, Singh 
said. 
 
‘We need a confirmed am-
bassador’ 
The Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee is sched-
uled to hold a confirmation 
hearing Wednesday for Jack 
Lew to be the U.S. ambassa-
dor to Israel. 
Maryland Democrat Ben 
Cardin, who chairs that 
committee, said Tuesday the 
Senate should confirm Lew 
promptly. 
“We need a confirmed am-
bassador in Israel as soon as 
possible,” he said. “We’ll 
work to make sure that’s a 
reality as soon as possible.” 
McConnell was noncommit-
tal when asked if Republi-
cans would support Lew, a 
former Treasury secretary 
under Democratic President 
Barack Obama. 
“We’ll take a look at it,” 
McConnell said of Lew’s 
nomination. 
 
 



 
Sen. Bob Casey held a 
hearing in Pennsylvania 
where stakeholders testified 
about long wait times, con-
fusing applications, daunt-
ing paperwork, and ex-
hausted staff that have 
stretched the crucially im-
portant government pro-
gram to its limits 
 
 
By  Kim Lyons 
Pennsylvania  Capital Star 
 
At a field hearing of the 
U.S. Senate Special Com-
mittee on Aging this week, 
employees of the Social Se-
curity Administration (SSA) 
and recipients of Social Se-
curity benefits testified 
about the impact of contin-
ued budget cuts at the agen-
cy.  
 
Along with low morale and 
high turnover among over-
worked staff, recipients reg-
ularly endure long wait 
times — on the phone and 
in person — for assistance, 
daunting paperwork, and 
confusing instructions, all 
for some of the most vulner-
able beneficiaries of the na-
tion’s largest social service 
program.  
 
The hearing, convened by 
U.S. Sen. Bob Casey (D-
Pa.) in his role as chair of 
the Aging Committee, in-
cluded testimony from an 
SSA worker, a policy ex-
pert, a community legal ser-
vices representative, and a 
mother and daughter from 
York, for  whom Supple-
mental Security Income 
(SSI) is a lifeline, but one 
that requires constant vigi-
lance and perseverance 
through often-baffling gov-
ernment bureaucracy. Social 
Security is funded by a ded-

icated payroll tax that work-
ers pay into throughout their 
working lives. The SSA al-
so administers and oversees 
the SSI program, which pro-
vides monthly payments for 
low-income people with dis-
abilities and older adults. 
“I want to respectfully sub-
mit that Social Security is 
facing a full-blown crisis,” 
Jessica LaPointe, president 
of Council 220 of the Amer-
ican Federation of Govern-
ment Employees (AFGE) 
testified. AFGE represents 
42,000 SAA employees. 
“It’s one that is creating 
great hardship for workers 
and the millions of recipi-
ents that we have taken an 
oath to serve. This is an un-
tenable situation that has 
been festering for years.” 
Long wait times, exhausted 
workers 
She said since 2018, the 
length of time people wait 
to get a decision on their 
application for SSI benefits 
has gone from three months 
to seven months. The aver-
age wait time for a phone 
call to SSA’s 800 number 
has gone from 20 minutes to 
40 minutes. And, the phone 
system is so antiquated that 
there’s no automated feature 
to tell a caller how long 
they’ll be waiting, LaPointe 
said, so a lot of people just 
give up.  
 
LaPointe also works as a 

bilingual claims specialist in 
SSA’s Madison, Wisconsin 
field office. She noted that 
in 2011, the very large gen-
eration of baby boomers 
began reaching retirement 
age at the rate of 10,000 
people per day, and will 
continue at that pace until 
2030, putting even greater 
strain on SSA staff and re-
sources.  
 
But according to the Center 
on Budget and Policy Prior-
ities, a nonpartisan think 
tank, Congress reduced 
SSA’s operating budget by 
17% between 2010 and 
2022, when adjusted for in-
flation. The House Republi-
can Study Committee, a 
caucus with more than 100 
members, recently pro-
posed raising SSA’s quali-
fying age to 69, meaning 
people would wait longer to 
collect full benefits, and 
pushed the oft-attempted 
idea of privatizing parts of 
the SSA to be more effi-
cient. 
 
Legislating change to Social 
Security one bill at a time 
“Social Security is striking-
ly superior to its private sec-
tor counterparts,” Nancy 
Altman, president of advo-
cacy organization Social 
Security Works, testified. 
“Its one shortcoming is that 
its benefits are inadequately 
low.” But people like Social 

Security, she added, regard-
less of political party, and 
attempts by lawmakers to 
repeal or reduce it are gen-
erally unpopular.  
Altman said several pieces 
of legislation Casey has pro-
posed would make signifi-
cant, much-needed updates 
to parts of SSA’s rules that 
are outdated or arbitrary.   
The Surviving Widow(er) 
Income Fair Treatment, or 
SWIFT Act, which Casey 
introduced in Septem-
ber would repeal the rules 
that prevent widows and 
widowers from being able 
to claim full survivor bene-
fits under some arcane cir-
cumstances. The Stop the 
Wait Act would repeal the 
five-month waiting period 
that exists before someone 
can receive Social Security 
Disability Insurance or 
SSDI. 
 
And Casey has proposed 
further expansion to the 
ABLE Act, of which he was 
the prime sponsor in 2013, 
to provide federal matching 
funds for people who partic-
ipate in the special savings 
accounts. Last year, Casey’s 
ABLE Adjustment Act, 
which lowered the qualify-
ing age for some ABLE ac-
count holders, was passed; it 
takes effect in 2026. All 
three pieces of legislation 
were introduced this year, 
and last year, but none is 

close to receiving a floor 
vote in the Senate. 
“But benefits are useless if 
you can’t claim them,” Alt-
man added. “Congress 
should allow the Social Se-
curity Administration to 
spend more of its accumu-
lated surplus to restore the 
world-class service it once 
provided, and the American 
people both deserve and 
have paid for.”  
 
Casey has been chipping 
away, using legislation, at 
some of the barriers that 
keep people from receiving 
full Social Security benefits, 
perhaps the best-known of 
which is the aforemen-
tioned ABLE Act. This law 
allows people with disabili-
ties who are otherwise eligi-
ble for SSI benefits to save 
money in a special tax-free 
savings accounts, and not 
have the amount in their 
ABLE account counted 
against their qualifying in-
come.   
 
Current SSI rules restrict 
recipients from having more 
than $2,000 a month in in-
come, which is a constant 
battle, according to Rowena, 
the mom from York who 
testified on behalf of her 
daughter Hannah, who has 
cognitive and physical disa-
bilities. Hannah holds a job, 
but not one that provides 
health insurance, and she 
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has to keep her income un-
der $2,000 for the month, 
and must regularly report 
her income to SSA.  
 
“These SSI benefits provide 
us scaffold, which enables 
her to sustain employment 
and move independently,” 
Rowena, who asked that 
only her first name be used, 
said. “If her income drops 
due to a medical issue — 
which indeed happened a 
year ago, when she had 
COVID and could not re-
turn to work for two weeks 
—the funds she received 
from SSI were her safety 
net, and kept her bills paid 
when she didn’t receive a 
paycheck.” 
But even the slightest in-
come fluctuation could dis-
qualify Hannah from receiv-
ing benefits, such as receiv-
ing a COVID stimulus 
check. And navigating the 
SSA website and system is 
a time-consuming process 
that doesn’t always produce 
the needed answers or assis-
tance in a timely way, Row-
ena added.  
 
The very act of applying for 
benefits is itself overwhelm-
ing for many people, said 

Jennifer Burdick, who 
works with Community Le-
gal Services in Philadelphia, 
where she serves as a divi-
sional supervising attorney, 
representing and advocating 
for clients having issues ac-
cessing their SSI benefits.  
There’s no way to apply 
online for SSI benefits, so 
applicants have to get an 
appointment for an inter-
view, either by calling or 
visiting an SSA field office. 
Some may be able to use 
an online scheduling tool to 
start that application. “We 
help advise on filling out all 
the forms because there are 
a lot of sheets to fill out. 
This seems like a really 
small thing but it’s actually 
a really, really big barrier,” 
Burdick said.  
 
 If an applicant encounters a 
question they don’t know 
the answer to, like the first 
time they visited their cur-
rent physician (a real ques-
tion on one application), it 
stops them in their tracks, 
she said. “As somebody 
who’s been representing 
people for a long time, I 
know that they don’t need to 
answer every question per-
fectly, it’s OK to write ‘I 

don’t know.’ But not every-
one would know that.” 
Casey called that scenario 
“the worst of all worlds,” if 
an eligible person doesn’t 
get the help they need 
“when you have a program 
that is so beneficial to peo-
ple’s lives.” He added that 
his office fields calls from 
people dealing with the So-
cial Security application 
process, and encouraged 
Pennsylvanians to contact 
them if they encounter prob-
lems. 
 
Republican efforts to privat-
ize Social Security  
There was a point in the not
-too-distant past when So-
cial Security was considered 

a political third rail, that is, 
no politician would dare to 
touch it, much less threaten 
to reduce it or otherwise 
tamper with it. That’s not 
the case in the current politi-
cal climate.  
 
“I would attribute it to 
changes on the other side of 
the aisle,” Casey told the 
Capital-Star in an interview 
after the hearing. “You’ve 
got a party that’s dominated 
by the extreme right, and 
I’m not just talking about 
since 2016, I’m talking 
about long before that.” 
Casey said the shift toward 
targeting the SSA via budg-
et cuts is part of a larger Re-
publican agenda of privati-

zation that has been build-
ing since the early 2000s, 
when then-President George 
W. Bush tried (and failed) 
to privatize Social Security.  
He said Democrats have 
been able to stop some of 
the more draconian cuts 
proposed for Social Security 
over the last few years. “But 
I think what we can’t do on 
our side is sit around and 
wait for those horrific mo-
ments for people that de-
pend on the federal govern-
ment,” Casey said. “We’ve 
got to continue to make the 
point about what extreme 
cuts will mean.”  
 

Economists say that’s not 
likely to change for a few 
more years.  
 
By Aaron Moselle, WHYY 
 
The hits keep coming for 
homebuyers in the Philadel-
phia area. 
 
Affording a typical home is 
more difficult than it was a 
year ago, according to 
a new report from residen-
tial real estate brokerage 
Redfin. 
 
Data from August show res-
idents in the Philadelphia 
metropolitan area must earn 
more than $75,000 a year to 
afford a median-priced 
home. That’s a 16% in-
crease compared to the 
same time last year. 
 
The median sale price for 
the metro, which covers 
Philadelphia and Delaware 

counties, is $275,000. 
Things are worse in the sub-
urbs. 
 
Affording a typical home in 
the Montgomery County 
metropolitan area now re-
quires an annual income of 
$130,866, according to the 
report. That’s higher than 
the nationwide figure, repre-
senting a nearly 30% in-
crease year-over-year in the 
metro, which includes 
Montgomery, Bucks, and 
Chester counties. 
The metro’s median sale 
price was $479,900 in Au-
gust. 
 
The median sale price for a 
U.S. home was $420,000 
that month, a total not far 
from the all-time high in 
mid-2022. 
Nationwide, researchers 
found homebuyers must 
earn a record $114,627 a 
year to afford the median-

price home. That’s 15% 
higher than a year ago, and 
about $40,000 more than the 
typical American household 
earns. 
 
Daryl Fairweather, chief 
economist at Redfin, said 
surging mortgage rates are 
driving the upward swing. 
The average rate on the pop-
ular 30-year fixed mortgage 
is now 8% — the highest 
level since mid-2000. 
“It’s not so much that mort-
gage rates are the cause of 
unaffordability. It’s more 
that mortgage rates are the 
most recent reason,” said 
Fairweather. 
 
An inventory crisis is also 
sidelining homebuyers. 
Many homeowners are stay-
ing put instead of selling, 
often because they cannot 
afford a higher mortgage. 
For example, a homeowner 
with a 3% mortgage rate 

could see his or her monthly 
payment more than double 
if they bought a new house 
right now. 
 
Home prices remain above 
average as a result because 
there is more competition 
for houses that are on the 
market, making it even 
harder for first-time home-
buyers to become home-
owners. 
 
“People are locked in. And 
that means there’s no home 
sales, no transactions, no 
inventory. The market is 
kind of in a deep freeze,” 
said Mark Zandi, chief 
economist at Moody’s Ana-
lytics. 
 
In Philadelphia, home sales 
were down nearly 20% in 
September compared to the 
same time last year, accord-
ing to Redfin. 
 

“The move-up buyer is not 
moving up,” said veteran 
realtor Maria Quattrone, 
who owns RE/
MAX@HOME. 
 
And yet it could be worse. 
Economists say if mortgage 
rates drop, more homebuy-
ers would likely enter the 
market, driving sale prices 
even higher as a result of 
increased competition. 
Regardless, Fairweather 
said affording a typical 
home will remain challeng-
ing for at least the next few 
years, in part because not 
enough homes are being 
built to meet the demand. 
“We have a huge hole when 
it comes to the supply of 
homes. So it’s going to take 
more than just one year of 
building. We need contin-
ued years of building,” said 
Fairweather. 
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