


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked with smoked turkey products. 

 

Prices are subject to change 

without notice. 
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By EJ Holt, Editor 
 
Back again with another 
spotlight on one of our busi-
ness minded Uptown pro-
fessionals.  Today I sat 
down with Jay Cerrone. Jay 
runs an Investment business 
as well as his own Publish-
ing company, while still 
preaching and teaching fi-
nancial literacy and racial 
equality in his spare time. 
Here's what he had to say 
about his mission... 
 
 
So you have multiple busi-
nesses that you are spear-
heading. Let's start with 
Cerrone Investments LLC. 
What services do you pro-
vide your clients? 
My main role is as a loan 
broker for real estate inves-
tors. I help them obtain 
funding for investment 
properties, (fix-and-flips, 
rental loans, refinances, and 
more). I also help investors 
identify investment proper-
ties for acquisition, serve as 
a liaison between buyers 
and sellers, and invest in 
real estate myself. In addi-
tion to brokering loans for 
real estate investors, I assist 
small business owners in 
securing working capital to 
fund their businesses via 
revenue-based funding and 
unsecured business credit. 
 
Why is your business differ-
ent than all the rest? 
 
Cerrone Investments offers 
a level of professionalism, 
customer service, and per-
sonal attention to each client 
that is unmatched in the in-
dustry. As a broker, I have 
developed relationships 
with multiple lenders na-
tionwide so I can help my 
clients identify the best 
lender to fund a particular 
project. I walk them through 
the process from choosing 
the most appropriate lender, 
completing and submitting 
the initial application, sub-
mitting all necessary docu-
ments thereafter, and assist-
ing with closing. I handle 
every possible aspect for my 
clients so they can be mini-

mally involved in the lend-
ing process, focus on their 
projects, increase their in-
come, and grow their net 
worth.   
 
 
Do you incorporate finan-
cial literacy as a tool when 
assisting clients? 
 
Yes, I offer a free consulta-
tion to each new prospective 
client. Whether I can help 
them obtain the funding 
they're seeking at the time 
or not, I spend time with 
them discussing their situa-
tion and the best way for 
them to meet their goals. If 
they're not currently eligible 
for pre-qualification and 
funding, I will educate them 
about the necessary steps 
they need to take to get 
ready to qualify for their 
first or next deal. I also 
work with a network of fi-
nancial professionals to as-
sist prospects in preparing 
to qualify for funding if 
they do not currently meet 
the lending criteria. 
 
In real estate are you cater-
ing more towards home 
buyers or people looking to 
flip property? 
 
I currently provide real es-
tate loans strictly for inves-
tors. I also assist sellers of 
their primary residence 
when the buyer is an inves-
tor. 
 
Who is the target consumer 
you are looking to reach? 
 
 My target consumer is a 
real estate investor or entre-
preneur seeking funding for 
current or future projects. 
They should have a con-
sistent source of income, an 
established entity in their 
applicable state, and a busi-
ness bank account. My ideal 
client will have good to ex-
cellent credit (680 and 
above), although I work 
with lenders who will pro-
vide funding for clients with 
lower credit scores depend-
ing on the situation. 
 
Where do you see this busi-

ness in the next 3 years? 
 
Cerrone Investments will 
expand our operations and 
hire more staff to enable us 
to serve more clients while 
maintaining the highest lev-
el of service with a personal 
touch. Our mission is to as-
sist more investors and en-
trepreneurs in leveraging 
their personal and business 
credit to acquire assets to 
increase their cash flow and 
net worth. This will help 
improve the overall quality 
of life and standard of living 
for our clients and their 
loved ones. 
 
PaperChase Publications.... 
 
What is PaperChase Publi-
cations and what do you do? 
 
Paper-Chase Publications is 
an independent publishing 
company specializing in 
reality-based urban litera-
ture covering a wide range 
of topics exploring the 
Black experience. 
 
Why is PaperChase Publica-
tions different from any oth-
er publishing company? 
 
Paper-Chase Publications 
produces the ultimate in ur-
ban literature. We offer 
reading materials that edu-
cate and entertain without 
unnecessarily glorifying 
certain lifestyles and men-
talities that negatively im-
pact our culture. The stories 
we tell teach lessons from 
the perspective of those who 
have lived the experiences, 
so they are more relatable to 
our audience. We also pro-
vide writing and editing ser-
vices for independent au-
thors. In addition, we offer 
the "Do For Self" Self-
Publishing mentorship pro-
gram that teaches and aids 
people in writing and pub-
lishing their own work inde-
pendently. Our official web-
site showcases books in dig-
ital, paperback, and hard-
cover formats, YouTube 
content, and merchandise 
that promotes literacy and 
independent thinking. 
 

What is the process of self-
publishing a book? 
 
It is a detailed process, but 
to put it concisely, you have 
to write the manuscript, edit 
it, format (typeset it), have 
the cover designed, register 
the copyright, obtain the 
book identifier and barcode 
for paperback and hardcov-
er books, get physical cop-
ies printed, plan and set up 
your distribution and pay-
ment methods, advertise, 
market and sell your books. 
I would be happy to offer a 
consultation to anyone who 
is seriously interested in 
learning more. 
 
What genre are your books? 
 
Our books would best be 
classified as urban litera-
ture. Some are crime novels, 
others are memoirs, coming
-of-age stories, and psycho-
logical thrillers. We have 
released self-help books in 
the past and more titles in 
the previously named cate-
gories are forthcoming.  
 
What is the message you're 
trying to send with each 
book? 
 
The main message is that 
it's better to learn from other 
people's mistakes than it is 
to learn from your own. 
When I was growing up, 
older people used to say, "if 
you knew better, you'd do 
better." I think we can all do 
better as a people and cul-
ture. The application of 
knowledge is power. I do 
my best to share the 
knowledge I have acquired 
in an entertaining, more pal-
atable way. 
 
Overall question: 
What is your Why? What is 
your true goal behind these 
businesses? 
 
I'm a creative person with 
life experiences that can 
benefit others. I have al-
ways enjoyed reading, so I 
started Paper-Chase Publi-
cations in 2013 to educate, 
entertain, promote literacy, 
and earn a living as well. I 

also have a background in 
financial services, so I start-
ed Cerrone Investments in 
2020 as part of a renewed 
zeal for real estate invest-
ing. Building wealth and 
financial stability for our 
families and future genera-
tions is important. Cerrone 
Investments provides ser-
vices to assist others in ac-
complishing that mission. 
 
Where can people contact 
you about each business? 
 
Cerrone Investments, LLC 
Website: https://
cerroneinvestments.com/ 
Phone: (267)796-8946 
E-
mail: jcsmith@cerroneinvestm
ents.com 
IG: 
@cerroneinvestmentsllc      
 
Paper-Chase Publications LLC 
Website: https://
paperchasepublications.com/ 
Phone: 1(888)399-0365 
E-
mail: jaycerrone@paperchasep
ublications.com 
IG: @paperchasepublications 
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‘The legal landscape in 
which skill-based gam-
ing operates is certainly 
unsettled and not legis-
latively determined,’ 
Gaming Control Board 
executive director Kev-
in O’Toole said 
 
 
By Peter Hall,  
Pennsylvania Capital-Star 
 
Pennsylvania misses out on 
an estimated $250 million in 
revenue that could be col-
lected by regulating and tax-
ing so-called skill games 
that have proliferated across 
the commonwealth, a state 
Senate panel heard Wednes-
day. 
 
And without the oversight 
of the Pennsylvania Gaming 
Control Board and the safe-
guards against crime, addic-
tion, and underage gambling 
it imposes on casinos and 
other gaming machine oper-
ators, skill games pose a 
risk to residents, the head of 
the agency said.  
 
Skill games resemble slot 
machines but differ in the 
respect that a skilled player 
can theoretically win every 
time. They’re commonly 

found in bars, private clubs, 
laundromats and gas sta-
tions. 
 
Georgia-based Pace-O-
Matic is a major distributor 
of the machines, called 
Pennsylvania Skill, which 
are manufactured in Wil-
liamsport. 
 
The Commonwealth Court 
has ruled that the games are 
legal and do not need to be 
regulated or taxed. It found 
that the state’s Gaming Act 
was intended to authorize 
large-scale slot machine op-
erations involving hundreds 
of thousands of machines 
and not apply to devices in 
taverns or social clubs. 
 
The Gaming Control Board, 
however, is still litigating its 
position that they should be 
treated the same as ma-
chines in casinos or de-
clared illegal. 
 
“The legal landscape in 
which skill-based gaming 
operates is certainly unset-
tled and not legislatively 
determined,” said Gaming 
Control Board executive 
director Kevin O’Toole. 
“To resolve this uncertainty, 
a legislative determination 
one way or the other will 
need to be made.” 

 
The gaming industry, in-
cluding slots, table games, 
online betting, and sports 
betting, generated a record 
$5.5 billion in revenue in 
Pennsylvania last fiscal 
year.  
 
In addition to paying taxes, 
casinos must pay into a 
problem gambling trust 
fund to help people with 
gambling addiction or com-
pulsion. And part of the tax 
revenue goes to local gov-
ernments in counties with 
casinos, which helps to pay 
for law enforcement associ-
ated with the casinos, 
O’Toole said.  
 
Sen. Gene Yaw, R-
Lycoming, whose district 
includes the maker of Penn-
sylvania Skill games, has 
introduced legislation that 
would require skill games to 
be licensed, regulated and 
taxed at a rate 16% of gross 
revenue. It designates the 
state Department of Reve-
nue to regulate skill games. 
 
Sen. Amanda Cappalletti, D
-Delaware, is seeking co-
sponsors for a bill that 
would ban skill games out-
right. 
 
Pace-O-Matic says its skill 

games have become a life-
line for clubs and nonprofit 
organizations such as VFW 
Posts and volunteer fire 
companies that receive a 
share of profits from the 
machines. 
 
Attorney Matt Haverstick 
told the Capital-Star after 
the hearing Wednesday that 
Pace-O-Matic would wel-
come regulation but law-
makers have not passed leg-
islation that would license 
and tax the machines due to 
pressure from the casino 
industry. 
 
Haverstick dismissed the 
testimony of witnesses who 
said skill games are a threat 
to communities as fear mon-
gering by the gaming indus-
try. Pace-O-Matic declined 
to have a representative tes-
tify in the hearing because 
the committee limited each 
witness to seven minutes, he 
said. 
 
Among the committee’s 
witnesses were Philadelphia 
City Councilperson Curtis 
Jones who said he has seen 
skill machines popping up 
in nuisance businesses such 
as corner stores selling liq-
uor by the drink and loose 
cigarettes. 
 
Jones likened the addition 
of gambling to already 
crime-prone areas to throw-
ing a match on gasoline. 
Crime has increased as win-
ners, who receive their prize 
in cash, are followed and 
robbed just down the block 
after they leave. 
 
Other witnesses discussed 
the case of a convenience 
store clerk in Hazleton, Lu-
zerne County, who 
was murdered in 2020 by a 
patron who regularly played 
the store’s skill games and 
knew that it had large 
amounts of cash to pay win-
ners. 
 
School children also use the 

machines, gambling with 
their lunch money, he said. 
And while some businesses 
like taverns have more con-
trol over who uses the ma-
chines, Jones said he would 
like regulations to keep skill 
games out of businesses 
near schools and churches. 
Jeff Morris, vice president 
of public affairs and govern-
ment relations for casino 
operator Penn Entertain-
ment, displayed photos of 
children playing skills 
games and noted that even 
his own daughter was drawn 
to one when his family 
stopped at a gas station re-
cently.  
 
“There are no employees 
around to see that a child 
was inspecting what looked 
to me like the slot machines 
I see on our casino floors,” 
Morris said. “Just a wall of 
machines enticing anyone to 
try their luck.” 
 
Morris said the skill games 
aren’t just placed in conven-
ience stores and laundro-
mats to help people while 
away an idle moment. He 
played a video from the Fa-
cebook page of a business 
called the Keystone Club in 
Mechanicsburg, Cumber-
land County. 
 
In the video, the owner in-
vited patrons to check out 
the additions to his mini ca-
sino with rows of video 
gambling machines. 
 
Without a coordinated effort 
to end the proliferation of 
the machines, Morris said, 
the problem will continue to 
get worse. 
 
“Importantly, this does not 
include licensing and regu-
lating these companies,” 
Morris said. “Bad actors 
should not be rewarded.” 
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With income caps 
raised, an addi-
tional 175,000 
seniors will now 
be eligible 
 
 
By Kim Lyons 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star 
 
Gov. Josh Shapiro on Friday  
signed into law an expan-
sion of the property tax and 

rent rebate (PTRR) pro-
gram, which will cover al-
most 175,000 more senior 
citizens, and double rebates 
for many of the nearly 
400,000 people who already 
participate in the program.   
 
Friday marked the first time 
the program has been ex-
panded since 2006. It raises 
the maximum rebate for 
seniors from $650 to 
$1,000, and raises the in-
come cap for renters from 

$15,000 to $45,000 a year, 
and for homeowners from 
$35,000 to $45,000 per 
year.   
 
The expansion also ties the 
cap to increases in the cost 
of living, so that if a senior 
citizen’s Social Security 
payment gets a cost-of-
living increase, it won’t dis-
qualify them from the PTRR 
program.  
“When I traveled across the 
Commonwealth on my cam-

paign last year, I heard 
firsthand from seniors who 
told me that we need to do 
more to help them keep up 
with rising prices,” Shapiro 
said in a statement. “After 
more than 17 years, this bill 
provides a crucial update to 
the Property Tax/Rent Re-
bate program that will final-
ly ensure more of our sen-
iors get the relief they 

need.”  
 
The bill had passed the Leg-
islature with bipartisan sup-
port, but was delayed by the 
state budget impasse, which 
broke Thursday when the 
Senate returned to session 
and Shapiro signed the 
$45.5 billion budget. 

“Whether you're 
in Rehoboth 
Beach or Cape 
May… you need 
to have a plan,” 
said FEMA Re-
gional Adminis-
trator MaryAnn 
Tierney.  
 
By Sophia Schmidt, WHYY 
 
Peak Atlantic hurricane sea-

son is approaching. Federal 
emergency management 
officials say even people in 
the Philadelphia region 
should be prepared. 
“You need to have a plan 
for what you’re going to do 
if a hurricane is coming our 
way,” said FEMA Regional 
Administrator MaryAnn 
Tierney. “Whether you’re in 
Rehoboth Beach or Cape 
May, you need to know 
where you’re at risk. You 
need to have a plan for what 
you’re going to do.” 
 
Officials with the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration forecast an 
above-normal Atlantic hur-
ricane season this year, with 
14 to 21 named storms total, 
six to 11 of them hurricanes. 
Between two and five could 
be major hurricanes. 
 
Five named storms have 
formed in the Atlantic basin 
so far this year. Peak hurri-
cane season runs from mid-
August through mid-
October.  
 
“Regardless of however 
many systems there are in a 

given year, it really only 
takes one to cause devasta-
tion in any given area,” said 
David Manning, a meteorol-
ogist with the National 
Weather Service. 
 
The mid-Atlantic has a his-
tory of relatively minor hur-
ricane impacts compared to 
parts of the country like 
Florida and the Gulf Coast, 
Tierney said. She worries 
that means people here may 
be less prepared. 
 
“The thing I’m most con-
cerned about when it comes 
to severe weather is apathy, 
because we’re not practiced 
at hurricanes,” Tierney said. 
 
But even when the mid-
Atlantic is not hit directly 
by a hurricane or tropical 
storm, the remnants of these 
storms moving up the coast 
can still wreak havoc. At 
least five people died 
and hundreds of homes 
were damaged or de-
stroyed in Pennsylvania by 
the remnants of Hurricane 
Ida in 2021. 
 
Scientists have observed an 
increase in heavy rain 
across the country in recent 
decades, particularly in the 
Northeast. Heavy down-
pours are expected to get 

more frequent and intense in 
the future, as warmer air can 
hold more water vapor.  
“We’re just as at risk as are-
as in the southern part of the 
United States from hurri-
canes, whether it’s the 
flooding, the wind, or the 
storm surge,” Tierney said. 
“We’re also at risk for flash 
flooding [and] tornadoes.” 
Tierney said FEMA and its 
local governmental partners 
have been preparing for hur-
ricane season, and now indi-
viduals should do the same. 
 
FEMA recommends devel-
oping a plan with your 
household for where you’ll 
go if you’re told to evacu-
ate, putting together a home 
disaster kit and go-bag with 
essentials like important 
documents, medications, 
and pet food, downloading a 
weather app, and signing up 
for local emergency alerts.  
 
“We need you to be ready,” 
Tierney said. 
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