


Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 
All vegetables cooked 

with smoked turkey 

products. 

 

Prices are subject to 

change without notice. 
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By Samuel O’Neal, 
PA Capital Star 

Gov. Josh Shapiro and 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion Secretary Mike 
Carroll officially reo-
pened six lanes of 
traffic on Interstate 95 
on Friday, just 12 days 
after the collapse of an 
overpass on the inter-
state. 

“Over the past 12 
days, the eyes of the 
country have been on 
Pennsylvania,” 
Shapiro said. “We 
showed them what our 
grit and determination 
can accomplish and 
we showed them good 
government in action. 
This is what we can 

do when government 
at all levels come to-
gether to get the job 
done.” 

The new roadway 
opened to the public at 
noon on Friday.  

The temporary fix fea-
tures three 11-foot 
lanes in each direction 
and will be posted at a 
speed limit of 45 
miles per hour. There 
will be no shoulders 
on the temporary 
roadway. PennDOT 
will continue to lead 
the construction of a 
permanent bridge and 
will keep the public 
informed as it pro-
gresses. 

It was original-

ly reported that the 
project would take up 
to two months to re-
pair. On June 17, 
Shapiro announced 
that I-95 would be 
opened within two 
weeks. On Tuesday, 
Shapiro declared the 
construction would be 
completed by the 
weekend, the second 
time he announced the 
overpass would be re-
paired ahead of sched-
ule. 

“Let this serve as an 
example to all that 
Pennsylvania can do 
big things,” Shapiro 
said. “When we come 
together, when we’re 
determined, we can do 
big things in this city 
and in this common-

wealth and this is 
proof.” 

There is still no up-
date on the cost of the 
fix, but Shapiro said 
the federal govern-
ment will provide 
whatever Pennsylva-
nia needs to repair I-
95 and will cover the 
cost of the project. 

On June 17, President 
Joe Biden visited the 
construction site and 
met with local offi-
cials and union work-
ers and claimed his 
administration would 
“move heaven and 
Earth” to reopen I-95 
as soon as possible. 

“I grew up in Clay-
mont, Delaware, not 
too far from the dam-
aged stretch of I-95,” 
Biden said in a Friday 
statement. “I know 
how important it is to 
people’s quality of 
life, the local econo-
my and the 150,000 
vehicles that travel on 
it every day. That’s 
why I’m so proud of 
the hard-working men 
and women on site 
who put their heads 
down, stayed at it, and 
got I-95 reopened in 
record time.” 

https://www.inquirer.com/news/i95-collapse-philadelphia-bridge-rebuild-20230614.html


By Tom McDonald, 
WHYY 
 
The DA’s report shows 
Black and brown Philadel-
phians are much more like-
ly to be stopped by police 
and charged.  
 
Black Philadelphians con-
tinue to be overrepresented 
in arrests and criminal 
charges compared to the 
broader population. That’s 
one of the key findings in 
the District Attor-
ney’s Racial Injustice Re-
port issued Monday. De-
spite increased focus on that 
disparity in recent years, the 

DA’s report finds the gap in 
treatment for Black resi-
dents has worsened as a re-
sult of federal, state, and 
local laws and policies. 

To produce the report, the 
District Attorney’s Trans-
parency Analytics Lab 
“analyzes data and out-
comes that are only accessi-
ble to criminal legal system 
partners in order to provide 
the public with a transparent 
accounting of how systemic 
racism and economic ine-
quality continue to present 
in — and are compounded 
by — policing, incarcera-
tion, and the criminal 
courts.” 
 
The report found that be-
tween 2015 and 2022, Black 
defendants were charged at 
a disproportionately higher 
rate in seven out of the eight 
most common criminal cat-
egories. It also found that 
Black and Latino residents 
convicted of aggravated as-
sault or burglary are “more 
likely to be sentenced to 

incarceration than white in-
dividuals convicted of the 
same crime.” 
“Black Philadelphians made 
up just under 40% of the 
population, but nearly 70% 
of police stops and more 
than 60% of arrests,” said 
Wes Weaver of the DA’s 
analytics unit. “Of those 
who are stopped, people 
who are Latinx or Black are 
frisked and searched one-
and-a-half times more fre-
quently than people who are 
white and three times more 
frequently than those who 
are Asian American or Pa-
cific Islander.” 
 
The disparities continue fol-
lowing the arrests. 
“Black and Latinx people 
represent 65% of people 
sentenced to incarceration. 
More than 70% of people 
sentenced to two or more 

years,” Weaver said. 
 
Councilmember Jamie 
Gauthier is pushing 
for reparations for Black 
residents, and said things 
have still not changed. 
“Not only did the govern-
ment never atone for the 
original sin of American 
slavery, but for generations 
after the Civil War lawmak-
ers enacted and encouraged 
policies that subjugated 
Black residents to second-
class citizenship,” Gauthier 
said. 
 
Attorney Michael Coard 
said the DA’s report high-
lights the unequal expecta-
tions Philadelphia residents 
have when interacting with 
the criminal justice system. 
“If tomorrow you had to be 
a defendant in a criminal 
case and all things are 

equal. Same job, same edu-
cation, same neighborhood, 
same religion, but you had 
to go to court as a Black 
defendant or a white de-
fendant. Which one would 
you choose?” he asked rhe-
torically. 
 
The DA’s office said re-
searchers had some trouble 
chasing down data because 
the city didn’t record the 
racial categories in some 
records and systems be-
tween legal offices rarely 
share data. Weaver said that 
has been resolved. 

https://phillyda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/RACIAL-INJUSTICE-REPORT-2023.pdf
https://phillyda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/RACIAL-INJUSTICE-REPORT-2023.pdf
https://billypenn.com/2023/06/15/philadelphia-proposing-reparations-task-force/
https://billypenn.com/2023/06/15/philadelphia-proposing-reparations-task-force/


By Kim Lyons,  
PA Capital Star 
 

‘Forty-one states have open 
primaries, from Montana 
to Texas, to Massachusetts 
to California,’ Gruber said. 
‘If they can do it, why can’t 
Pennsylvania?’ 

A state House committee 
heard testimony on Thurs-
day from supporters and 
opponents of legislation that 
would update Pennsylva-
nia’s election code to do 
away with closed primaries.  

It’s the latest effort aimed at 
including independent or 
unaffiliated voters in a part 
of Pennsylvania’s voting 
process that presently only 
allows voters aligned with 
Democrats or Republicans 
to determine who appears 
on November general elec-
tion ballots. 

“Primary elections are 
viewed by many citizens as 
indistinguishable from any 
other election,” Rep. Marla 
Brown, R-Lawrence, the 
main sponsor of HB 976, 
told the House State Gov-
ernment Committee’s sub-
committee on campaign fi-
nance and elections. 

“In many races and in many 
communities, the primary 
election is the only real 
competitive stage for the 
electoral calendar,” Brown 
added. “The increase in geo-
graphical partisanship and 
the decline in ticket-splitting 
have led to reliable partisan 
outcomes in many general 
election contests in districts 
at a local, state and federal 
level.” 

Committee member Rep. 
Tarah Probst, D-Monroe, 
said she was concerned that 
bad-faith actors could ma-
nipulate elections via 
“completely” open prima-
ries: “You might have a 
Democrat or a Repub-
lican voting for the 

opposite party for the per-
son they basically want to 
lose,” Probst said, adding 
she was generally support-
ive of the idea. “I do believe 
we should have it.” 

If Pennsylvania were to al-
ter its current closed prima-
ry election system, there are 
a few varieties used by other 
states it might consider, Ben 
Williams, a policy specialist 
with the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures 
told the committee: 

• Partially-closed prima-
ry: These give discre-
tion to the individual 
parties and state law 
about whether or not the 
parties wish to allow 
unaffiliated voters to 
participate in primaries. 
Nine states use that sys-
tem, Williams said.  

• Open to unaffiliated 
voter prima-
ry: Members registered 
with a particular party or 
not registered with any 
party can participate in 
either party’s primary. 
But the unaffiliated vot-
ers have to select a bal-
lot, and there’s usually a 
method to make sure 
they can’t pull ballots 
from both parties.  

• Partially-open prima-
ry: This allows any vot-
er to vote in any prima-
ry, Williams said, but, if 
a Republican were to 
vote in a Democratic 
primary it would be con-
sidered a party registra-
tion change. An unaffili-
ated voter’s registration 
would not change re-
gardless of which party 
they voted for in the pri-
mary. Sixteen states use 
that system.  
There are a few other 
methods, Williams said, 
but those three plus 
closed primaries, which 
Pennsylvania now has, 
are the most-used kinds 
of primary elections.  

Thad Hall, director of 
elections for Mercer 
County, argued that 
changing the state’s 
closed primary system 
would result in causing 
more problems than it 
solved. According to 
Hall, who has a Ph.D. in 
political science, aca-
demic research has 
shown that moving from 
a closed primary to an 
open primary was not 
likely to result in a large 
boost in voter turnout. 

“This change is also not 
likely to result in a dif-
ferent type of candidate 
being nominated,” Hall 
told the committee. 
“Instead, it’s going to 
create complications for 
local election offices.” 

Hall said if unaffiliated 
registrants can vote in 
either party’s primaries, 
counties will have to be 
prepared for every unaf-
filiated voter registering 
to vote in one party pri-
mary or the other.  

“In Mercer County, I 
would have to order 
19,000 additional ballots 
for every primary elec-
tion to account for pos-
sible turnout by unaffili-
ated registrants,” Hall 
said. “Adding 19,000 
ballots has an array of 
downstream effects, and 
it affects my ballot secu-
rity, my ballot account-

ing, and my ballot stor-
age.” 
 
Hall also said opening 
primaries to independent 
voters would make poll-
ing places “more chaotic 
and contentious” be-
cause while unaffiliated 
voters could choose 
whether to vote Demo-
crat or Republican, party 
members wouldn’t have 
the option to choose the 
other party’s ballot. He 
said that could lead to 
confrontations with 
election board workers. 
It could also create is-
sues for mail-in ballots, 
since voters have to de-
cide in advance which 
party’s ballot they want 
to receive, Hall noted. 

“This is a recipe for con-
fusion and problems,” 
Hall said.  

Jeremy Gruber, senior 
vice president for the 
nonprofit organization 
Open Primaries PA dis-
agreed. “There’s 1.2 
million independents 
that are shut out of 
Pennsylvania’s prima-
ries. They are the fastest 
growing group of voters 
in the state; they’re 
growing at 7% a year 
while membership in the 
parties is stagnating,” 
Gruber said.  

He argued that the evi-
dence showed that inde-

pendent voters do vote, 
and posited that open 
primaries can have a 
positive effect on voter 
turnout and participa-
tion. Gruber also said 
the “strategic voting” 
concern that Probst 
raised “doesn’t happen 
to any measurable de-
gree.” 

“Forty-one states have 
open primaries, from 
Montana to Texas, to 
Massachusetts to Cali-
fornia,” Gruber said. “If 
they can do it, why can’t 
Pennsylvania?” 

Former Pittsburgh Steel-
ers running back Rocky 
Bleier, a Vietnam War 
veteran and co-chair of 
the group Ballot PA 
Vets, told the committee 
that veterans choose to 
register as independents 
in high numbers.  

“I believe it’s a travesty that 
the brave men and women 
who have sacrificed so 
much to defend democracy 
are denied the fundamental 
right to vote,” Bleier said. 
“We have an opportunity 
right now, in this moment, 
to correct this injustice on 
behalf of Pennsylvania’s 
brave veterans, and the rest 
of the 1.1 million people 
who are currently unable to 
fully participate in that de-
mocracy.” 

 

https://www.penncapital-star.com/blog/a-push-to-repeal-pa-s-closed-primaries-is-up-for-discussion-again-in-harrisburg/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/blog/a-push-to-repeal-pa-s-closed-primaries-is-up-for-discussion-again-in-harrisburg/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/blog/a-push-to-repeal-pa-s-closed-primaries-is-up-for-discussion-again-in-harrisburg/




At JULZ  BUTCHIE WOO 
60TH BIRTHDAY 

BASH  

Greg & Kendra Womack Wedding  

At Unbelievable Cuts Barbershop  
2000 Godfrey Ave  



By James Williams,  

Editor-In-Chief 

 

In the case of “Students for 

Fair Admissions Inc. v. 

President & Fellows of Har-

vard College”, which ruled 

that colleges and universi-

ties no longer need to con-

sider race as a factor in ad-

missions, colleges and uni-

versities are permitted to 

use how ones race has af-

fected their life experiences 

as long as it is “concretely 

tied” to a “quality of charac-

ter or unique ability” that 

the applicant possesses. 

This decision directly af-

fects Blacks, Hispanics, and 

Asians who are looking to 

gain acceptance into white 

institutions. 

 

Chief Justice Roberts stated 

the following, “Racial clas-

sifications are simply too 

pernicious.”The conclusion 

reached by the Brown Court 

was thus unmistakably 

clear: the right to a public 

education ‘must be made 

available to all on equal 

terms. 

 

Dissenting justices, Sonia 

Sotomayor, Elena Kagan, 

and Ketanji Brown Jackson, 

all disputed Roberts’ inter-

pretation of Brown vs 

Board. Brown stated that 

“Brown was a race-

conscious decision that em-

phasized the importance of 

education in our society.” 

 

Justice Clarence Thomas 

voiced his opinion about the 

“defense of the colorblind 

Constitution”,explaining 

that “all forms of discrimi-

nation based on race — in-

cluding so-called affirma-

tive action — are prohibited 

under the Constitution.” 

 

Considering the point that 

Justice Thomas’s ascent to 

power was largely due to 

affirmative action policies, 

many pundits find his opin-

ion troubling and lacking in 

understanding of how the 

law is written, compared to 

how it actually works for 

Blacks and Hispanics. 

 

Many feel that this decision 

could result in a boost for 

HBCUs. I’m not sure about 

that, but let’s imagine that 

the top students coming out 

of the black community 

choose Howard over Har-

vard. Considering that Har-

vard can pass on recruiting 

minorities and recruit more 

affluent less qualified white 

students, who due to affirm-

ative action, weren’t accept-

ed to make space for a mi-

nority student. 

 

Tony Allen, president of 

Delaware State University, 

stated in a letter to their 

alumni, “More students of 

color, 

who 

might have chosen to apply 

With SCOTUS making politically polarizing decisions end-

ing Affirmative Action for college admissions. 



to a predominantly white 

institution, will now apply 

to and attend an HBCU in-

stead. HBCUs — and an 

ever-broadening array of 

HBCUs — will draw a 

greater number of talented 

students of color. We will 

welcome them as we have 

always done, and we will 

need stalwart partners to 

help us in our work.” 

 

Philadelphia City Coun-

cilmember Katherine Gil-

more Richardson and State 

Representative Morgan 

Cephas stated the following: 

 

“It was a dark day yesterday 

when the Supreme Court 

ruled on affirmative action. 

The Supreme Court is ban-

ning race-conscious admis-

sions, in the cases of Stu-

dents for Fair Admissions v. 

University of North Caroli-

na and Students for Fair Ad-

missions v. Harvard Col-

lege. The race component 

won’t be taken into consid-

eration for college admis-

sions,” -State Representa-

tive Morgan Cephas 

 

“I am extremely disappoint-

ed that the U.S. Supreme 

Court has restricted affirma-

tive action at colleges na-

tionwide.” -Councilwoman 

Katherine Gilmore Richard-

son. 

 

“States that have banned 

affirmative action in the 

past, including California, 

Michigan, and Florida, have 

seen drastic declines in their 

diverse student population – 

especially as it relates to 

Black and Hispanic stu-

dents. I’m calling on my 

colleges in Philadelphia and 

across Pennsylvania to re-

main committed to fostering 

a diverse student body while 

following the narrow con-

fines of this ruling.” -

Councilwoman Katherine 

Gilmore Richardson 

 

Councilwoman KGR was 

correct in her statement in 

support of Harvard and 

UNC affirmative action-

based admissions policies. 

And yes, the following 

states have banned affirma-

tive action in college admis-

sions and are following the 

race-neutral approach; Ari-

zona, California, Florida, 

Idaho, Michigan, Nebraska, 

New Hampshire, Oklahoma, 

and Washington. 

 

The University of California 

chancellors sent an amicus 

brief to SCOTUS that stated 

diversity gains but minority 

enrollment shortfalls in their 

universities from years of 

race-neutral policies: 

“Those programs have ena-

bled UC to make significant 

gains in its system-wide di-

versity,” the brief said. 

“Yet, despite its extensive 

efforts, UC struggles to en-

roll a student body that is 

sufficiently racially diverse 

to attain the educational 

benefits of diversity.” 

 

Many believe this decision 

will roll back decades of 

progress in education for 

minorities. Based on the 

court’s majority statement, 

the goal is to move us to 

race-neutral college admis-

sions. 

 

What does race-neutral ac-

tually mean in regards to 

college admissions? It simp-

ly means giving preference 

to students with a lower so-

cioeconomic status, typical-

ly determined by family in-

come and the occupations 

and education levels of 

members of students’ 

households. 

 

At Least for now, they have 

achieved this goal in the ed-

ucation sector. 

 

Justice Clarence Thomas 

stated that race-neutral poli-

cies can have the same ef-

fect as affirmative action. 

Thomas believes that race-

neutral policies can 

“achieve the same benefits 

of racial harmony and 

equality without any of the 

burdens and strife generated 

by affirmative action poli-

cies.” 

 

Justice Sonia Sotomayor 

responded, “The majority’s 

vision of race neutrality will 

entrench racial segregation 

in higher education because 

racial inequality will persist 

so long as it is ignored”. 

 

This Court’s majority has 

made it very clear that their 

goal is to move more to-

wards race-neutral policies 

in cases challenging affirm-

ative action and/or current 

race-conscious policies.  
















