
 



Hours: 
Monday: Closed  
Tues  to Thurs: 12pm-9pm  
Friday to Saturday: 12pm-10pm  
Sunday: 12pm-7pm.  
 
Address 
8010 Ogontz Ave,  
Philadelphia, PA 19150 
 
Phone 
215-276-0657 

Burgers & Sandwiches 
(Lettuce, tomato, onion, pickles, and American 

cheese.) 

Beef Burger-    $5.50 

Bacon Burger-   $6.50 

Turkey Burger-   $5.50 

Pulled Pork    $8.25 

Pulled Pork w/Cole Slaw $9.25 

BBQ Pork Rib   $12.00  

 

BBQ 
BBQ Pork Ribs    $16.50 (1/2 ) 

    $29.00 (Slab) 

BBQ Beef Ribs    $19.25 (1/2) 

    $31.25 (Slab) 

BBQ Chicken    $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Jerk Chicken   $9.25 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

Fried Chicken  $9.50 (1/2) 

    $18.50 (Whole) 

BBQ, Jerk, or Fried Wing $4.65 (3 Wings) 

 

Platters 
BBQ Pork Ribs-   $17.00 

Pulled Pork-    $15.00 

BBQ Beef Ribs-   $18.00 

BBQ Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

 

Jerk Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Fried Chicken-   $14.50 

 w/White Meat $15.50 

Chicken Wings-   $13.25 

BBQ Pork Ribs & Chicken- $22.50 

 w/White Meat $23.50 

BBQ Beef Ribs & Chicken- $24.50  

 w/White Meat $25.50 

Turkey Wing-     $13.50  

 

Seafood 
Shrimp-     $24.00 (12) 

    $12.00 (6) 

Fresh Fish Sandwich-   

Whiting   $9.75 

Catfish   $10.25 

Swai    $10.25 

Fresh Fish Platter-    

Whiting   $14.75 

Catfish   $15.25 

Swai    $15.25 

Grilled Salmon  $17.00 

Shrimp Platter-   $27.50 (12) 

    $17.00 (6) 

Fish/Shrimp Combo Platter-  

Whiting   $26.75 

Catfish/Swai   $27.25 

 

Desserts 
Apple Cobbler-   $4.00 

Peach Cobbler-   $4.00 

Assorted Cakes-   $4.00 

Banana Pudding  $4.00 

 

Signature Sides & Sides 
Potato Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Cabbage- $4.00/8.00 

Collard Greens- $4.00/8.00 

Candied Yams- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Cheese- $4.75/$9.50 

String Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Baked Beans- $4.00/8.00 

Coleslaw- $4.00/8.00 

Mac & Tuna- $4.00/8.00 

Seafood Salad- $4.00/8.00 

Corn on the Cob- $2.50 

French Fries- $2.50 

Sweet Potato Fries- $2.50 

Corn Muffin- (3 for) $2.50 

 
All vegetables cooked 

with smoked turkey 

products. 

 

Prices are subject to 

change without notice. 





By Rasheed Ajamu  
Germantown Info Hub 
 

 

For The Love of German-

town is a profile series 

where neighbors and affil-

iates share their favorite 

places and things to do in 

Germantown. 

This week, we spoke with 

independent photographer 

and Germantown trans-

plant Hannah Yoon. After 

marrying, Hannah moved 

to Germantown at the end 

of 2018 from the Toronto, 

Canada area. Most of her 

photography focuses on 

journalism and long-form 

visual storytelling. She 

says, “I like to use por-

traits as a way to tell sto-

ries.” While she is not in 

any Germantown-related 

group, she likes to stay 

updated on what’s happen-

ing in the neighborhood. 

She hopes to “connect 

with [her] neighbors and 

build friendships” that 

way. One of Yoon’s pro-

jects was the Germantown 

Neighbors zine 

that Germantown Info 

Hub has previously dis-

tributed. 

To keep up with Yoon’s 

work, vis-

it www.hannahyoon.com o

r www.hannahlovephotos.

com.  

 

Favorite place to grab 

food 

Yoon says she likes the 

Focaccia Bread at Ultimo 

Coffee (5901 Wayne Ave-

nue). She also likes Jamai-

can D’s (1264 E Chelten 

Avenue) since she lives 

nearby. 

 

What’s your favorite 

park to frequent? 

Yoon names Awbury Ar-

boretum as her favorite 

park. She says it’s peace-

ful, beautiful, and spa-

cious.  

 

What recreational activi-

ties do you enjoy in your 

neighborhood? 

“The Awbury pool in the 

summer,” Yoon says. 

“Even when there are a lot 

of kids, I found it a fun 

place to go. I know I stand 

out being Asian American, 

but I’ve had great experi-

ences meeting the neigh-

borhood kids.” 

 

What are your favorite 

shops? 

“Uncle Bobbies for the 

books!” 

 

Which buses/trains do 

you use most frequently 

if you use public trans-

portation? When do you 

use public transporta-

tion? 

Yoon discloses she has 

never ridden the bus while 

here, but she would like to 

step out of her comfort 

zone and do so. She has 

ridden the Broad Street 

Line when she needs to. 

 

What historic destination 

would you implore tour-

ists/visitors to visit and 

learn more about? 

“I love the Historic Ritten-

houseTown because it’s in 

Wissahickon Park,” Yoon 

shares. “I also love that 

the oldest paper mill is 

there. In 2019, we learned 

how to make our own pa-

per. There’s also a nice 

coffee shop there.” 

 

What’s your favorite fun 

fact/memory about the 

neighborhood? 

She says, “The 1688 Ger-

mantown Quaker Petition 

Against Slavery was the 

first protest against Afri-

can-American slavery 

made by a religious body 

in the English colonies. 

Germantown was a center 

of the 19th-century Ameri-

can movement to abolish 

slavery, including the 

Johnson House under-

ground railroad, which is 

one of the key sites of that 

movement.” 

 
 

Hannah Yoon. (Hannah 
Yoon) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z_qcVYUs3uV98Zz2YGwOZoPqTn4SJ1w-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z_qcVYUs3uV98Zz2YGwOZoPqTn4SJ1w-/view
http://www.hannahyoon.com/
http://www.hannahlovephotos.com/
http://www.hannahlovephotos.com/


By R.S. Broka 

 

The next Lehman Brothers 

could be near. Silicon Val-

ley Bank, the second largest 

bank failure in United States 

history, collapsed this 

month. They are the largest 

“tech bank” ever in the 

USA. This is terrible news 

because most tech start up 

companies bank at Silicon 

Valley Bank. SVB Finan-

cial, ticker symbol “SIVB”, 

has approximately $210 Bil-

lion in assets. Only bank in 

US that failed larger than 

SIVB is Washington Mutual 

(WaMu). The failure of this 

bank was caused by a run 

on the bank, which means 

that customers were with-

drawing cash from the bank 

which makes the bank insol-

vent. 

 

But what made people start 

taking their money out of 

SIVB? Some believe that 

the bank management alleg-

edly decided to sell over 

$20 billion USD at an al-

most $2 billion loss. For 

selling your companies 

binds at a 10% loss will al-

ways raise red flags because 

bonds are generally safe in-

vestments compared to 

stocks. SIVB management 

probably chose to do this 

because the interest rate on 

these were yielding about 

1.79%  when rates has risen 

to much within the last year. 

Then you add that SIVB 

tried to raise some doe from 

the venture capital firm 

General Atlantic, there is no 

wonder the savvy investors 

decided to take their money 

out thinking that the compa-

ny may be in distress. Oh 

yeah, one more thing. The 

CEO and others cashed out 

shares weeks ago 

(allegedly), like  2 weeks 

before the crash.  

 

When oner large bank fails, 

another can also come down 

with it as the banking sys-

tem is all tied up together in 

its business. There are fears 

that another bank could go 

out of business in the near 

future. After all, this is the 

first collapse of a large bank 

since WaMu in September 

2008. Im not going to spec-

ulate who the banks are, but 

like Lehman and WaMu 

failed in 2008, there is never 

just one major bank collaps-

ing and everything is back 

to normal. Im almost certain 

another bank is going to fail 

soon. I didn’t want to in-

clude the Silvergate Capital 

Corp collapse, a cryptocur-

rency bank, in this article 

because I do not have 

enough space in the Up-

townStandard to focus on 

it.  

 

The Federal Reserve Bank 

decided to bailout SIVB, so 

we are good now because 

the FDIC decided to make 

whole all depositors. Then 

when this happens, another 

bank just failed (Signature 

Bank-SBNY). The FDIC is 

backed by the US govern-

ment.  

 

If you want to invest, please 

talk to your local bank or a 

financial advisor. Whether 

your 20 or 60, a new trans-

fer of wealth is upon the 

horizon. This isn’t just the 

USA going through a 

change. The whole world 

is... It won’t be easy, but 

you never know until to try. 

Oh, and don’t forget to fol-

low me on IG or YouTube 

at @TheGetMoneyShow. 

Believe in yourself, believe 

in your dreams, and always 

remember money a’int just 

green.  We are not financial 

advisors or give out finan-

cial recommendations. Con-

tact me at RawStreet-

Broka@gmail.com for ques-

tions Also, Link to invest in 

cryptocurrency  coin-

base.com/join/saunde_qw3?

src=android-link 

 

 

https://

www.nytimes.com/2023/03/

11/business/dealbook/

silicon-valley-bank-

collapse.html 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=D0sCpQ9mlGs 

 

mailto:RawStreetBroka@gmail.com
mailto:RawStreetBroka@gmail.com
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By Rasheed Ajamu  
Germantown Info Hub 
 
Spring made its annual 
return. With flowers, 
leaves, and plants in blos-
som, there’s no better time 
to sprout your interest in 
gardening and other activ-
ities for those with or 
looking to grow a green 
thumb. 
Starting this weekend 
through May, various 
events are happening 
around the neighborhood 
that will help you realize 
your plant potential!  
 
Germantown Kitchen Gar-
den’s Plant Nursery 
The Germantown Kitchen 
Garden hosts a yearly 
Plant Nursery where 
neighbors can come by 
and purchase various 
items like veggie & herb 
seedlings, compost,potting 
mix, native plants, trees, 
shrubs, and much more. 
The Plant Nursery will 
reoccur on Saturdays, 
starting April 1, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at 215 East 
Penn Street. 
Neighbors can visit their 
website or call 610-505-
4881 to learn more about 
the market. Folks can also 
shop online using their 
website. 
 
Grow Your Own Garden 
with Philly GOAT Project 
This Saturday, the Philly 
GOAT Project will partner 
with Black Girls With 
Green Thumbs to help 
neighbors cultivate their 
gardens by touring the 
Farm at Awbury, learning 
about what’s growing, and 
learning how to grow their 
own food, with or with-
out a backyard. Guests 
will also take home free 
starter seeds. 
Reservations are not re-
quired for this event. Meet 
the hosts at 6336 Ardleigh 
Street from 1 to 3 pm. The 
rain date is April 2. Check 
their social media for any 
weather-related changes. 
Seed Swap with Truelove 
Seeds 

Local farm-based seed 
company, Truelove Seeds, 
will offer a seed swap for 
neighbors to bring and 
trade their seeds. They 
will also provide a range 
of vegetable, herb, and 
flower seeds. 
The swap will happen this 
Saturday, April 1, from 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Weavers 
Way Germantown Out-
reach Office (326B West 
Chelten Avenue). Con-
tact outreach@weaverswa
y.coop for any ques-
tions. Register here. 
Seed Starts & DIY Greenhous-
es Workshop at Wyck 
 
Anastasia Alexandrin will 
lead participants in learn-
ing how to make their own 
greenhouses for seed start-
ing. While materials will 
be available at the work-
shop, they ask that partici-
pants who can bring recy-
cled water jogs or salad 
containers. 
This event will run from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 8, at the Wyck 
Historic House and Gar-
den (6026 Germantown 
Avenue). Use the Walnut 
Lane entrance to enter. 
For any questions, (215) 
848-1690 or 
email info@wyck.org. Re
gister ahead here. 
 
Germantown Neighborhood 
Seed Exchange 
Germantown Residents for 
Economic Alternatives 
Together (GREAT) will 
host their own seed ex-
change for the neighbor-
hood on Saturday, April 

15. The free sharing and 
learning event will have 
demonstrations, art & po-
etry, kids’ activities, sto-
rytelling, and SEEDS! 
They encourage neighbors 
to bring their own seeds if 
they have them. 
There is no RSVP for this 
event. Show up at the 
Wyck House & Historic 
Garden to participate be-
tween 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
The rain date is April 22. 
Learn more on their web-
site and keep up with 
event updates at face-
book.com/GREATgtown. 
 
Spring Events at Awbury 
Arboretum 
Awbury Arboretum is 
hosting two events this 
season for neighbors.  
The first is Awbury Earth 
Day: Forest and Farm 
Fair, a fun-filled event 
centered around celebrat-
ing the earth.  There will 
be a plant sale, children’s 
activities, food, drinks, 
concerts, and different ac-
tivities. Awbury Earth 
Day will happen all day 
on Saturday, April 22, 
from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Click here to view 
the full schedule of events 
and happenings. 
 
Awbury’s Farmers Market 
returns on Sunday, April 
30, to provide locally 
sourced and farm-fresh 
produce. Every Sunday 
until October, neighbors 
can buy fresh food and 
produce, artisan goods, 
and see food prep demon-
strations. There are also 

family-friendly activities, 
wellness events, and 
workshops. The market is 
open from 1 to 5 p.m. If 
you have questions, con-
tact farmmarket@awbury.
org. 
Awbury is located at One 
Awbury Road. Call (215) 
849-2855 with questions. 
 
Germantown Container 
Gardening Project 
GREAT will lead neigh-
bors to grow their herbs 
and vegetables within 
their homes from April 
through September. Pro-
ject participation is free 
and includes the follow-
ing: 

• Three potted tomato, 
basil, and pepper plants, 

• Plus two additional 
plants-to-be of your 
choice 

• Supplies and materials 
Beginners will be paired 
with an experienced gar-
dener for periodic support 
while journaling their ex-
perience. If you’re inter-
ested in participating or 
have questions, contact 
Webb at speedy1spi-
der@yahoo.com. 
 

https://www.germantownkitchengarden.com/
https://www.germantownkitchengarden.com/
https://www.phillygoatproject.org/
https://www.phillygoatproject.org/
https://lstabb.wixsite.com/bgwgt
https://lstabb.wixsite.com/bgwgt
https://www.instagram.com/phillygoatproject/?hl=en
https://trueloveseeds.com/
mailto:outreach@weaversway.coop
mailto:outreach@weaversway.coop
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seed-swap-hosted-by-truelove-seeds-tickets-556897945747
https://wyck.org/
https://wyck.org/
https://wyck.org/
mailto:info@wyck.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seed-starts-diy-greenhouses-workshop-tickets-588281936107
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seed-starts-diy-greenhouses-workshop-tickets-588281936107
https://www.greatgtown.org/
https://www.greatgtown.org/
https://www.greatgtown.org/
https://awbury.org/event/earth-day/
mailto:farmmarket@awbury.org
mailto:farmmarket@awbury.org


By Maleka Fruean   
Germantown Info Hub 
 
ENON Tabernacle Baptist 
Church is huge, and well 
known in Philly. But what 
might not be as well 
known is a specific minis-
try program, one where 
they provide birth and 
postpartum doula support 
to birthing mothers in the 
community. 
 
Doulas have become more 
common in the birthing 
world, working with mid-
wives and obstetricians to 
create better and healthier 
birthing and postpartum 
outcomes in hospitals, 
birth centers, and homes.  
The training program at 
the church came together 

by centering family.  
 “It’s a beautiful story,” 
said Melieka Young, the 
assistant Doula Ministry 
servant leader, and a labor 
and delivery nurse herself. 
“Our Pastor Waller had a 
vision to provide a doula 
free of charge to anyone 
that asked for one.”  
 
Pastor Waller was intro-
duced to doulas after his 
daughter and her husband 
used a doula’s services in 
the birth of their daughter. 
He was intrigued by how a 
doula could bring specific 
support to the birthing par-
ent, and wanted to bring 
doula services to ENON’s 
congregation and sur-
rounding community.  
Waller put the call out to 

the church community to 
form a plan on how to start 
providing doulas, begin-
ning with the congregation 
and then branching out. 
They knew they wanted to 
provide the services free 
of charge. Reverend Leroy 
Miles is the overseer of the 
ministry programs.  
 
By January 2020 they 
brought in professional 
doulas to train their first 
group from the church. 
They worked through the 
beginning of the COVID-
19 pandemic while hospi-
tals weren’t even allowing 
partners at births, touching 
on the need for pregnancy 
and delivery support even 
more. Alexia Doumboya, 
now the Doula Ministry’s 

servant leader, was the 
first in the ministry to be 
certified as a postpartum 
doula. Doumboya also cre-
ated Cocolife.black, a 
business and foundation to 
provide safe space for 
Black mothers navigating 
postpartum life and/or life 
after the loss of a child or 
significant other.  
 “It is divine to have a 
woman and a family invite 
you into that space, be-
cause it is a very sacred 
time,” said Ashli Stephens, 
the doula ministry’s first 
birth doula.  
 
Stephens talked about the 
experiences of what comes 
with the services of a birth 
doula including prenatal 
discussions on fears, de-
sires, possibilities, and 
breaking down the medical 
language of clinicians to 
make things understanda-
ble for the clients. 
She shared that each birth 
and doula plan is custom 
tailored and unique to each 
individual. Stephens said 
families may have experi-
enced in vitro fertilization 
(IVF) , loss, complications 
or overall distrust of the 
medical system, and the 
doulas take all of this into 
consideration. And alt-
hough the collective does 
not impose any of 
their  beliefs on clients, 
Stephens said they bring 
grace and principles of 

their faith to all of the ser-
vices they provide.  
Doumboya’s own personal 
experiences with postpar-
tum depression and strug-
gles led her into pursuing 
the postpartum certifica-
tion for doulas, to provide 
the services she knew she 
could have used so much 
as a young mother. Doum-
boya’s experiences aren’t 
isolated.  
 
According to Kaiser 
Health News, Black and 
American Indian and Alas-
ka Native women have 
higher rates of pregnancy-
related death compared to 
White women and the 
death rates increased dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Black women are 
also twice as likely to have 
postpartum depression 
but much less likely to re-
ceive mental health treat-
ment.  
 
“This gives us a chance to 
bring a common goal of 
service, servitude, and 
support,”said Doum-
bouya.  
 
And Melieka Young 
makes a point that a big 
part of the Black experi-
ence is trust.  
“To have someone that 
looks like you and you can 
trust is comforting,” 
Young. 
 
“We can offer prayer, our 
foundation is love, and the 
Christ experience,”said 
Young. “We serve every-
one,” said Young, making 
sure folks know that even 
if you are not a member of 
the church, the ministry 
will be happy to provide 
doula services.  Their first 
step is providing physical, 
emotional, and informa-
tional support to expectant 
parents in the communities 
they serve. 
 
“At the end of the day we 
function on love.” 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/community-based-doulas-midwives/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/community-based-doulas-midwives/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3733216/


By EJ Holt 
 
Welcome to Up and com-
ing Uptowners! This is a 
series that features the 
new business owners and 
entrepreneurs of Uptown. 
These are the people that 
started with a dream or 
an idea, and slowly grind-
ed and molded their 
thoughts into a reality. I 
asked these owners a se-
ries of questions to get to 
the heart of why they do 
what they do, and why 
you should be bringing 
your business to them. 
This month I got to talk 
to Tinisha Wyche and her 
fresh new Laundry busi-
ness Wyches Wash and 
Fold, then I spoke with 
Brent Johnstone with his 
tremendous non profit 
FathersRead365. 
 
Wyches Wash and 
Fold 
 
So tell us a little bit about 
yourself. 
 
My name is Tinisha 
Wyche. I’m a Philly na-
tive, wearing a lot of hats: 
mother, wife and busi-
ness owner to name a 
few.  
 
What made you decide to 
start your business? 
 
I decided to start my 
business because I saw a 
need in my community. 
Initially, I wanted to start 
with a coin-op laundro-
mat. As a mother I saw 
children in laundromats 
completely bored and pa-
trons leaving once they 
started their laundry to 
go purchase food. I came 
up with the idea to open a 
laundromat that consist-
ed of a safe space for kids 
and also food items so 
patrons didn’t have to 
leave. Then the pandemic 
hit and the idea of doing 
a mobile laundry service 
came to me.  
 
How does your business 
work? 

 
My business is sim-
ple…..all you have to do is 
bag your clothes, separate 
anything needing special 
care in a separate bag and 
bring them to the door! 
That simple. I will weigh 
your items, telling you 
your cost and return your 
items back washed, fold-
ed, organized by family 
a member and welcoming 
you with lasting fragrant 
freshness. I specialize in 
using quality products 
including allergen free. 
 
Who's your target con-
sumer? 
 
My target consumer is 
anyone in and around my 
community needing my 
services. Families without 
adequate means to a 
laundromat, senior citi-
zens, disabled citizens 
and working families and 
new and soon to be moms 
who just need a little help 
since laundry is simply an 
unavoidable chore!  
 
What makes your busi-
ness stand out over oth-
ers? 
 
My business stands out 
because not only am I 
mobile (door to door ser-
vice) I take pride in clean. 
When I render my ser-
vices it matters to me that 
my customers are satis-
fied and notice how me-
ticulously I’ve folded and 
organized all items. I en-
joy doing laundry. And 
when you enjoy what you 
do it’s never work!  
 
Where do you want to 
take this business? What 
is the goal? 
 
I plan to grow my busi-
ness while servicing my 
community also obtain-
ing professional contracts 
with nursing homes, 
beauty salons and barber-
shops, athletic depart-
ments etc. I plan to open 
a storefront style laun-
dering center where 

items are pick up/drop 
off only along with the 
original pick up offerings. 
 
Why is your business go-
ing to succeed? 
 
My business is going to 
succeed because the laun-
dering need will always 
be there. There is not a 
lot of competition of 
small mobile businesses 
offering services. Being 
able to help my commu-
nity at an affordable cost 
will always garner suc-
cess.  
 
Where can you be 
reached? 
 
I can be reached at  
215-703-7441 

IG:@wycheswashnfol
d 
 
 
FathersRead365 
 
 
Tell the people about 
yourself. 
 
In December 2018, Fa-
thersRead365 became an 
official program partner 
under the auspices of Ur-
ban Affairs Coalition 
(UAC), which acts as its 
fiscal sponsor, and in 
2019, won the Greater 
Philadelphia Innovation 
Award for Parent Engage-
ment from Social Innova-
tions Journal.  
For the past six years, Fa-
thersRead365 has read to 

over 8,000 children in 
Philadelphia across over 
350 classrooms, and dis-
tributed over 120,000 
books. 
 
 
What made you decide to 
start your business? 
 
Love.  
FathersRead365 was cre-
ated by two fathers who 
deeply love our family’s, 
and community. We 
wanted to fill a void in 
our community in a 
unique way.  
FathersRead365 was co-
founded by Akeiff Staples 
and Brent Johnstone in 
2017 after their history of 
work with youth in juve-
nile detention centers, 



social services, and 
schools illuminated a 
striking inability to func-
tion at grade level for 
reading and literacy. 
Having first met while 
attending Temple Univer-
sity and playing football, 
they decided to join forc-
es in 2017 to focus their 
efforts at the earliest 
stages of child develop-
ment (birth to 5 years 
old) and create a move-
ment promoting the im-
portance of reading to 
children daily.  
 
How does your business 
work? 
 
Since 2017, FR365 found-
ers myself and Akeiff Sta-
ples have centered their 
work around four pillars: 
performing active read-
ings and training parents 
to do the same at home; 
distributing free chil-
dren’s books at events; 
encouraging family and 
community engagement; 
and producing original 
content to inform com-
munities about the im-

portance of literacy at a 
young age. Our efforts 
promote caregiver-child 
literacy activities, with an 
emphasis on fathers, as 
essential contributors to a 
child’s language, literacy, 
and cognitive develop-
ment through holistic 
training that models ac-
tive-reading strategies, 
provides caregivers the 
opportunity to practice 
and refine active-reading 
techniques, and provides 
families access to age-
appropriate and cultural-
ly relevant reading mate-
rials.  
 
 
Who's your target con-
sumer? 
 
FathersRead365’s mis-
sion is to encourage fa-
thers and/or caregivers to 
read daily with children 
in a variety of settings to 
develop literacy from 
birth. FR365 provides an 
early intervention meth-
od structured to increase 
the amount of books read 
and given away to pre-

schoolers through kinder-
garten and create a cul-
ture of literacy.  
Because our approach is 
two generational we tar-
get the parents with re-
sources, training, and 
awareness. We also target 
kids because ultimately 
we want to learn how and 
love to READ.  
 
What makes your busi-
ness stand out over oth-
ers?  
 
FathersRead365 was.... Is 
created by fathers, who 
are encouraging other fa-
thers to become active or 
more active in their kids 
early literacy journey. 
You don’t see this type of 
programming often. 
There’s literally no other 
program like ours in Phil-
adelphia.  
 
 
Where do you want to 
take this business? What 
is the goal? 
 
To make FathersRead365 
a Worldwide program. 

The world needs to learn 
how important fathers 
are in the early literacy 
space. Since our incep-
tion, Akeiff and I consist-
ently meet 
about  about how to scale 
FathersRead365 to be an 
international pro-
gram. We have a docu-
mentary “Reading Is 
Love” which we started 
filming in the beginning 
of creating Fa-
thersRead365 6 years 
ago. “Reading Is Love” is 
currently being viewed by 
9 different film festivals. 
Good news to announce 
about this process in the 
near fu-
ture. FathersRead365 is 
also currently flooding 
literacy deserts of Phila-
delphia with their brand 
new Book Bus funded by 
Vanguard Group. Ulti-
mately we want to create 
an app that will be a one 
stop shop for literacy re-
sources, book distribu-
tion, family entertain-
ment and best practices, 
and community engage-
ment.  

 
Why is your business go-
ing to succeed? 
 
When you lead with love, 
and create opportunities 
for others, god sees that, 
the universe won’t allow 
us to fail.  
 
Where can you be 
reached? 
 
FathersRead365 on 
all social media plat-
forms  
FathersRead365.org 
(You can donate 
there)  
Fa-
thersRead365@gmail.
com 
 
 
If you have a business or 
you know someone else 
that would like to be fea-
tured in this series, email 
your business name and 
contact info 
to JJHolt30@gmail.com. 
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By Sammy Caiola, WHYY  

 

In 2022 the FOP filed a law-

suit against a new city law 

designed to reduce traffic 

stops for certain vehicle vio-

lations. The Court of Com-

mon Pleas overruled their 

argument. 

A Philadelphia law designed 

to reduce traffic stops for 

certain vehicle violations 

will remain on the books 

after a Court of Common 

Pleas judge overruled the 

police union’s objections 

this week. 

 

 

The Driving Equality Act, 

authored by Councilmember 

Isaiah Thomas and effective 

March 2022, instructs Phila-

delphia Police officers not 

to pull someone over if the 

primary violation is one of 

the following: 

• Late registration (if un-

der 60 days late) 

• Relocation of temporary 

registration (must be 

visible) 

• Hanging license plate 

(must be fastened) 

• Missing a single head-

light or taillight 

• Items hanging from a 

rearview mirror 

• Minor bumper damage 

• Driving with an expired 

or missing inspection 

sticker 

• Driving with an expired 

or missing registration 

sticker 

 

In February 2022, the Fra-

ternal Order of Police 

Lodge 5 — a union repre-

senting PPD officers — 

filed a lawsuit against the 

city arguing that the new 

policy violates state motor 

vehicle code. 

 

A judge overruled those ob-

jections this week, but the 

FOP says it plans to appeal. 

“This City Council law al-

lows reckless drivers behind 

the wheel of unsafe vehi-

cles, which ultimately puts 

the public at-risk and in 

danger,” said FOP President 

John McNesby in an 

emailed statement. “We be-

lieve the PA state motor-

vehicle code provides fair-

ness and equity for all driv-

ers in our great city.” 

Councilmember Thomas 

has said he authored the law 

to reduce the likelihood of 

negative interactions be-

tween police officers and 

Black drivers, arguing that 

traffic stops can lead to un-

just use of force from po-

lice. He also said he wants 

to make more efficient use 

of police officers’ time. 

“We are excited about the 

ruling, but at the same time 

my door remains open to 

work with anybody, no mat-

ter what their opinion is on 

the legislation,” he said. 

 

 

The recent police killing of 

Tyre Nichols in Memphis 

began with a traffic stop, 

and a councilmember 

there recently announced 

that she’ll introduce legisla-

tion similar to Philadle-

phia’s Driving Equality Act. 

In the first eight months of 

the law taking effect, PPD 

officers pulled over Black 

drivers for vehicle viola-

tions addressed in the law 

about half as frequently as 

they had during the same 

period the year prior, ac-

cording to new data from 

the Defender Association of 

Philadelphia. But stops of 

white residents also went 

down, and the data indicates 

that officers are still dispro-

portionately pulling over 

Black drivers, Thomas said. 

Specific violations, such as 

windshield obstructions and 

inspections violations, were 

down 90% or more. Officers 

stopped more people for 

offenses not covered by the 

act, such as illegal tint and 

running stop signs or red 

lights, the data shows. 

Justin Nix, associate profes-

sor of criminology and 

criminal justice at the Uni-

versity of Nebraska, Omaha 

who has studied similar 

laws in other states, said 

Philly’s law is part of an 

emerging trend. 

 

“As we, in the last few 

years, have experimented 

with reimagining what po-

lice should be doing and 

what they should focus their 

efforts on, traffic enforce-

ment is one of those things 

that has gotten a lot of trac-

tion,” he said. 

 

But he says it’s tricky terri-

tory, because of the balance 

between public safety and 

civil rights. 

 

“The police, when they 

search people, a lot of those 

people aren’t going to be 

guilty of anything, so they 

might leave that search feel-

ing like objects of suspi-

cion,” he said. “But if you 

completely take certain of-

fenses off the table, now 

there’s a possibility that 

there are going to be oppor-

tunities missed to get illegal 

guns off the street. It’s 

messy, but this is sort of the 

ebb and flow of traffic en-

forcement.” 

 

As Philadelphia’s gun vio-

lence crisis continues, some 

residents and city lead-

ers have called for more vis-

ible enforcement of stop-

and-frisk, a contentious 

strategy that has historically 

led to disproportionate stops 

and searches of Black 

men. Earlier this month, the 

ACLU of Pennsylva-

nia raised the alarm about 

the practice in the lead-up to 

election season. 
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The ACLU of Pennsylvania 
has a new policy paper 
about the history of the 
practice. 
 
By Sammy Caiola, WHYY  
 
 
Stop and frisk, a contentious 
policing practice that allows 
officers to stop and search 
civilians if certain legal cri-
teria are met, has already 
surfaced in mayoral forums 
as candidates debate how to 
address the city’s ongoing 
gun violence crisis. 
 
This week, the ACLU of 
Pennsylvania published a 
policy paper explaining the 
racial disparities in the im-
plementation of the practice 
in Philadelphia. Mary Cath-
erine Roper, an attorney 
who worked with the ACLU 
in 2010 to file a class action 
lawsuit against the city over 
stop and frisk, said the goal 
was to lay out the history of 
the tactic for both voters and 
future policymakers. 
 
“Clearly the mayor is key 
here — the mayor chooses 
the police commissioner,” 
she said. “That’s one of the 

reasons why we are once 
again talking about stop and 
frisk in the context of a 
mayoral campaign.” 
 
As a result of the Bailey v. 
City of Philadelphia lawsuit, 
police officers have had to 
document all pedestrian and 
vehicle stops and searches 
in an electronic database 
since 2014. The ACLU of 
Pennsylvania has been ana-
lyzing that data, and as of 
their most recent report in 
2019 found that Black Phil-
adelphians still make up 
70% of stops, despite mak-
ing up just 41% of the city 
population at the time. 
 
The data also shows that 
officers are more likely to 
stop and search Black Phila-
delphians without justifica-
tion than any other racial 
group. According to Roper, 
39% of searches conducted 
on Black residents in 2019 
were unfounded compared 
to 28% of searches of white 
residents. 
 
Frederick Bates, who serves 
as a community ambassador 
for the ACLU of Pennsylva-
nia in Philadelphia’s 14th 

police district, said he and 
other Black Philadelphians 
do want police presence in 
their neighborhoods, but 
they don’t want to be unfair-
ly hassled. 
 
“No one really wants to 
have a run-in with the po-
lice,” he said. “When that 
happens, we immediately 
feel like ‘what did we do 
wrong?’… If they used the 
foundations that’s already 
set forth within the Fourth 
Amendment rights that we 
have, then the problem 
would be alleviated.” 
 
When Mayor Jim Kenney 
took office in 2016, he 
made a campaign promise 
to end stop and frisk. 
 
 
By January 2020, officers 
were making less than half 
as many stops as they were 
at the start of his tenure. But 
still, activists called for a 
full halt to the practice that 
summer, following the po-
lice killing of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. Police use 
of force is the sixth leading 
cause of death for young, 
Black men according to a 

study from the University of 
Michigan, Rutgers Universi-
ty and Washington Univer-
sity. 
 
Kenney’s approach marked 
a shift from 2009, when 
Philadelphia police officers 
made more stops per capita 
than any other major city, 
according to an ACLU re-
port. That was when Mi-
chael Nutter was at the 
helm, and encouraged the 
practice as part of a wider 
crime prevention strategy, 
despite his own experiences 
being stopped as a Black 
man. 
 
Homicide totals did trend 
downward during Nutter’s 
tenure, but criminal justice 
experts say that could be 
due to any number of socio-
economic factors and can’t 
be directly tied to the push 
for stop and frisk or more 
aggressive policing tactics 
in general. 
 
A 2016 University of Penn-
sylvania study of the New 
York Police Department’s 
increased use of stop and 
frisk found that the strategy 
had no significant impact on 

crime, while deployment of 
additional officers to high-
crime areas led to a 12% to 
15% reduction. 
 
“There’s no real correlation 
between those approaches 
and sustained reductions in 
crime and violence,” said 
Lenore Anderson, a former 
policy chief in the San Fran-
cisco District Attorney’s 
office who now serves as 
executive director of the 
Alliance for Justice and 
Safety, an organization that 
opposes mass incarceration. 
Anderson spoke with 
WHYY News for “Stop and 
Frisk: Revisit or Resist,” a 
podcast produced in partner-
ship with Temple Universi-
ty’s Logan Center for Urban 
Investigative Reporting. 
 
“What we know today is the 
logic of tough justice is 
wrong … it dramatically 
expanded criminal justice 
bureaucracies, but ended up 
not helping victims and fail-
ing to stop the cycle of 
crime.” 

Dozens gathered to discuss 
the hot button issue at the 
Ubuntu Fine Art Gallery. 
(Cory Sharber/WHYY)  
 
 
By Cory Sharber, WHYY 
 
Residents gathered in Ger-
mantown Wednesday to 

discuss the impacts gentri-
fication can have on Phila-
delphia’s neighborhoods. 
 
The event, organized 
by WHYY’s News and In-
formation Community Ex-
change team, took place at 
the Ubuntu Fine Art Gal-
lery. The conversation fo-

cused on the influx of 
wealth and the redevelop-
ment of neighborhoods. 
While displacement is a 
possibility for some, others 
can benefit from quality-of-
life increases. 
 
Recent events, including 
the UC Townhomes en-
campment and Chinatown’
s opposition to a proposed 
76ers basketball arena on 
Market Street, were 
brought up as examples of 
gentrification. 
 
Attendees noted how new 
developments can emerge 
almost out of nowhere, 
leaving parts of communi-
ties looking outdated and 

obsolete. Alexa Strus said 
she can see a stark contrast 
when driving from Ger-
mantown to Chestnut Hill, 
one of Philadelphia’s most 
affluent neighborhoods. 
 
“Chestnut Hill, you know, 
in our discussions, it’s like 
that’s a lot of old money 
and there’s a lot of re-
sources there that been 
there for a really long 
time,” Strus said. “But 
yeah, how do we get some 
of that flowing down 
here?” 
 
“The amounts of some of 
these locations that are 
within neighborhoods, i.e. 
the homes are already here 

on the streets and you’ve 
plopped like four new cribs 
of a different habitat that 
changes the look of the 
neighborhood on that one 
block,” Cheryl Jones add-
ed. 
 
Others said the develop-
ments often lead to long-
time residents being pushed 
out due to rent increases. 
 
The event was part of 
N.I.C.E.’s Bridging Blocks 
series, a civic engagement 
initiative between WHYY 
and The Free Library of 
Philadelphia. 
 
 
 






